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EDITOR Rob Symonds writes:

So, Thoresby has come and gone, and very 
successful it was too! Most notably for the 

opportunity to meet and put faces to names, 
and of course, to talk about the cars. How 
refreshing it was to be reminded that what 
matters most to members IS the cars and the 
opportunity to feel part of a community of like 
minded individuals.
For me personally it was also refreshing to be reminded that the 
vast majority of members are very happy with the stewardship 
of the club through recent difficult times and the appreciation 
they have for the many hours put in by volunteers to safeguard 
the interests of the members and to ensure that events like the 
National Rally run like clockwork.
I gather that some clarification is still being sought as what 
the Editor prints or doesn’t print, so I’ll elaborate here once 
again. Undoubtedly, the Newsletter is the most direct way 
for the Executive to communicate necessary information to 
members, so on such occasions, yes, I am under an obligation 
to print items (e.g. the accounts included this month.)
For all other material submitted by individual members or 
regional editors, my independent status allows me to decide 
what is used. It was ever thus: imagine the response you’d get 
from the Editor of the Times if you submitted an article and 
insisted that it be printed in full, unedited form! 
I continue, in the interests of common sense and natural 
justice, not to publish reports of events which a suspended 
member has attended. So, as far as I am concerned, nothing 
more needs to be said. 

The Morris Register operates a spares service that could help you to keep your Morris on the road. The 
Service is run by a few dedicated volunteers in their own free time.

Stock items mainly comprise small engine, transmission, electrical and brake parts for the ‘8’ and ‘10’ 
models with a limited stock of similar parts for other Morris models. Body and trim parts are not stocked 
and it is not possible, given the voluntary nature of the service, to stock any of the larger and heavier 
components. We cannot, and do not, carry every conceivable spare part, but our service often includes 
the knowledge of where parts can be obtained, and we can generally point members in the right direc-
tion.
The service does not include any second-hand items, although we do know of a number of dealers and 
traders (some of whom are Register members) who specialise in used spares and we can redirect mem-
bers to them where appropriate. We no longer produce a catalogue, but a stock list is in the course of 
preparation.
Given the limited capability of the service, it is preferable for members to enquire fi rst before placing an 
order that we may be unable to fulfi l. Some “out of stock” items can be sourced fairly quickly in cases 
where alternatives are not available, and the primary objective of the spares service is to assist members 
to get what they want as quickly as possible, even if it means redirecting them to other sources.

T h e  M o r r i s  R e g i s t e r  S p a r e s  S e r v i c e
Cover Picture: Close-up of Jeff Anderson’s 1934 10/4 Pre-Series sliding head saloon, Thoresby 2010
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PRESIDENT Bob Beaumont writes:

I have just returned from the National Rally 
and good it was too. Many more entries and 

members present than recent years when 
numbers had slowly fallen. It just proves that 
the club is on a roll as the expression goes. 
I speak to as many members as time allows 
and this year there was nothing negative  
expressed to me about the event or the club. 
Good indeed and an endorsement to the 
dedicated few who keep the club going.
The last time I wrote I invited you to contact me on any club 
matters, the outcome was, as I had partly expected, a total 
silence. Do I take this as a sign of satisfaction or at least, no 
dissatisfaction?
I can recall a few years back a number of members were 
strongly against the club entering the e-world. Comments 
made at meetings such as “over my dead body”, etc., come 
to mind. However the following is an example of how useful 
it can be.
I had left it rather late to find a trailer to take the club van 
to the Ardingly Rally, so I sent an email to our ever helpful 
and resourceful John Nagle asking him to send a help email 
to members with post codes near to where I live. Within 
hours rather than days or weeks I received offers from two 
members within 15 miles.
A big thank you to Brian Keane and Nigel Tucker. I accepted 
Nigel’s offer as it came first and I have Brian in reserve should 
another need arise!

T h e  M o r r i s  R e g i s t e r  S p a r e s  S e r v i c e
CONTACTS:
By phone: 07950 972 401 (limited response hours)

By e-mail:  thespares@morrisregister.co.uk

By post to:  The Spares Service
  Hey Cottage,
  Heyside Royton
  OLDHAM OL2 6LW

Payments to “MoClub Ltd” by: Cheque or Credit Card - No cash please.
Please remember the Service is run by members for the benefi t of other members in their own time amidst 
many other family and personal priorities. Much as we would like, we cannot provide an overnight service 
or be expected to deal with orders by return of post.
What we can, and will do, is our utmost to make sure you get the parts you need!

S M A L L  A D S
Post/email to:

Rob Symonds, 49 Gorsy Road, Quinton, 
B’ham B32 2SJ             0121 682 0640

theeditor@morrisregister.co.uk
Free for members (max 1 car per month)
Non-members: please contact for charges.

COMMERCIAL ADS
Traders or commercial enterprises interested 

in advertising in Morris Monthly,
please contact:

Dave Harris, 6 St. Cuthbert’s Road, Lostock 
Hall, Preston, Lancs PR5 5TJ        01772 626 723

thechairman@morrisregister.co.uk

W E B S I T E
www.morrisregister.co.uk

Contact: Jim Riglar, Webmaster
jimriglar@blueyonder.co.uk

PA S S W O R D  changes this month
to z i p j e t

DEADLINE
14th of the month prior to publication

NON ARRIVALS
It is aimed to post out Morris Monthly on the 
1st of every month. If, after a few days’ grace,  
your copy has not arrived, then please contact 
the Membership Secretary, John Nagle (details 

at the top of the page).

P R I N T E D  B Y
PA G E FA S T  P R I N T  &  P U B L I S H I N G

0 1 5 2 4  8 4 1  0 1 0
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o r r i so r r i s

1933
Cowley

16/6
On offer at Classiccarsforsale.com
Oxford Saloon for restoration. Dry 
Stored many years, complete and 
original.
Three owners only. Starts and 
drives.

 
Shown right is a page from the 

1933 Morris brochure: not quite the 
same car, but still of interest.

Answer on Page 32

WWW hat ’ s  i tWWW hat ’ s  i tha t ’ s  i tha t ’ s  i tha t ’ s  i t
o r t h ?

CCC a p t i o nCC a p t i o na p t i o na p t i o na p t i o n
o m p

I am delighted to say that our mystery cartoonist came out of the 
closet at Thoresby, so thanks to Simon Moffett for this and earlier 
offerings.
He supplies some alternative captions this month, so choose the 
one you prefer!
Option 1:  “Am I going to have to get a taxi home?” 
Option 2:  “I know you are helping with the shopping, but did we 

have to bring your car?” 
Option 3:  “At least we didn’t bring the Ferrari.”
Option 4:  “It’s a good thing you took your golf clubs out   

before we came!” 

No new caption this month, but offerings for last month’s 
(left), included:

He said: “Let’s take the Morris”
She said:“No, too slow. Let’s take the tube”
He said:“Let’s compromise” (John Anson)

“When travell ing around London, I f ind it quicker if I 
take the tube” (Martin McClarence)

“Asking my mum to buy and fit a coil whilst I was away 
on holiday proved to be unwise” (Nick Goodall)

”Why? The AA Man said I should always carry a spare 
coil” (Terry Fawlk)

MMM or r i sMM or r i so r r i so r r i so r r i so r r i so r r i s
i r t h

Please  send i tems of 
a  humorous  nature 

to  the  Ed i tor
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BBB u l l e t i nBB u l l e t i nu l l e t i nu l l e t i nu l l e t i n
o a r d

f rom SECRETARY,  Mike Brears

MORRIS REGISTER A.G.M. SATURDAY 2nd OCTOBER, 
BLUNSDON HOUSE HOTEL SWINDON, SN26 7AS

In this edition of Morris Monthly you will find the official notification of the Club’s Annual General Meeting to be held 
on Saturday 2nd October at the Blunsdon House Hotel, Swindon, together with copies of the approved accounts, 

nominations for Executive Officers and details of resolutions, all of which require your vote.
On behalf of the Executive Committee I would urge you to exercise your democratic right and cast your vote. If you can’t 
get to the AGM in person please use your postal vote. Please remember that only fully completed original signed copies 
will be accepted, no e-mails or faxes.  
Voting forms are to be returned to the address shown on it and by the date given, any form which is not legible or 
received after the date shown will not, I repeat NOT be counted!

MORRIS REGISTER LIMITED UPDATE

Chairman Dave Harris’s offer to meet Mr. Lionel Smith at the Club solicitor’s office was declined by Mr. Smith and a 
further letter offering to meet him and his representative in the West Midlands area has been made. A copy of the 

Chairman’s latest letter to Mr. Smith is available on the Club website (Password details on Page 3). At time of going to 
press the Editor understands that no reply has been received.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ON 24th JULY
Copies of these minutes are now available from your Regional Secretary (contact details in the Handbook).

Due to unforeseen circumstances it seems highly unlikely that the Morris Register will be exhibiting at this year’s event. 
This preliminary announcement is made to prevent those members who specifically book Show tickets early in the 

expectation of an MR presence are not put to unnecessary expense. It is particularly disappointing that this should come 
about in our 50th Anniversary year. When more specific information about state of the affairs is known, members will be 
put in the picture.

CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW N.E.C. BIRMINGHAM
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

SERIES III TEN/FOURS

If you run a Series III Ten/Four (and there are less than twenty on the Register database!) you might want to consider 
giving Ian Linton a call on 01273 472 479. Ian is not a Register member, but is an MG TA enthusiast and has recently 

had a small batch of cylinder head gaskets made for his MPJG engine. This unit is similar to the MPJM of the Series III 
Ten/Fours and uses the same (now virtually unobtainable) Payen 1950 head gasket. Ian’s gaskets are copper sheet with 
a non-asbestos inner material and he is willing to let Series III owners have one on a no-profit no-guarantee basis for the 
price of £30 plus p and p.             Tom Taylor

Spares Service Secretary

Members are asked to note the following:
(1) There is a new polo shirt and T shirt for both men and 

women, see left.  For colours and sizes, see website.
 The polo shirts are £15 + £3 p&p and the T shirts are 

£12.50 + £2 p&p.
2)  Our Supplier Julian has advised that postage has gone 

up and we need to increase the postage prices of a) Polo 
Shirts now £3  b) Sweatshirts now £4  c) Rugby shirts 
now £4  d) Formal shirts and blouses.  Everything else 
remains the same for the time being. 

3)   Julian has also advised that there has been a price 
increase in the garments but he hasn't passed them on 
to us, however, in January 2011 there is going to be an 
increase in all clothing and the VAT is increasing to 20%.  
I think that we should encourage members to buy now 
and save money. 

CCC l u bCCC l u bl u bl u bl u bl u bl u b
l o b b e r

from Gloria Harris
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f rom HISTORIAN,
Harry  EdwardsRRR e g i s t e rRR e g i s t e re g i s t e re g i s t e re g i s t e r

e t r o

Harry Edwards(Part 1)                                                      
T H E  G U T T E R I D G E  M U R D E R
Historian’s Note: Older members may recall my article on the Gutteridge Murder in The Journal during 1979, 21 years ago! 
This has now been completely re-written, and updated with new material.

Our story could well start on 
the production line at Morris 

Motors Cowley factory on the 4th 
October 1926 when one of the 
newly introduced Morris Cowley 
cars with its flat radiator was 
slowly pushed along the rails, on 
temporary flanged wheels, as the 
various parts were assembled. 
One specific chassis soon received 
its shiny new brass identification 
plate carrying the engraved Car 
No. 160534 together with the 
engine number 183965, which 
the assemblers had stamped 
on to correspond with the 11.9 
horsepower engine they had 
fitted. On the 20th of the same 
month the chassis, now complete 
with its two-door, four-seater, tourer body, (price £172. 10 
shillings) resplendent in blue finish, was on its way to Essex 
where, twelve days later, a Doctor Edward Richardson 
Lovell, M.B.B.S., of Billericay, took delivery of the car now 
registered TW 6120.
Elsewhere in Essex, about the same time, 36 year old 
Suffolk born George William Gutteridge was resting by the 
fireside of his home in Townelay Cottages, with his
wife Rose and their two children, aged 12 and 4, at the 
small community of Stapleford Abbotts. George, the village 
policeman, had been in Stapleford Abbotts for four years 
and had become a well known and respected member 
of the community. His police career had started in 1910 
when he joined the Essex Constabulary and, with the 
exception of a year’s service during the First World War, 
with the Machine 
Gun Corps, he 
had pounded the 
beat, in turn, in 
Southend,Greys, 
and Little Thurrock.
The scene moves, 
as it were, to Globe 
Garage situated at 
7a Northcote Road, 
Clapham Junction. 
Here was to be 
found one 45 year 
old Frederick Guy 
Browne (alias Leo 
Brown) ostensibly 
running a small 
motor engineers 
with some 
assistance from 34 
year old William 

Henry Kennedy (alias Patrick 
Michael William). Browne’s 
working life had started 
when he set up a bicycle 
repair business at Eynsham in 
Oxfordshire, trading as Brown 
Brothers, to which ostensible 
employment he added the 
practice of stealing bicycles, 
dismantling them, removing 
any significant numbers, and 
selling the reassembled results 
of these stolen machines at 
markets in the surrounding 
counties. Unfortunately for him 
he got careless and a maker’s 
number found on an inner-
tube resulted in a sentence of 
twelve months hard labour, 

thus starting him on the slippery slope of a criminal career 
which encompassed burglary, motor-cycle and car thefts, 
conspiracy to defraud, forgery and having a pistol without a 
licence. Kennedy, whose character was hardly whiter than 
white, had met Browne when they were both sharing the 
hospitality at one of His Majesty’s Prisons. Kennedy’s record 
having included prison sentences for military desertion, 
indecent exposure, housebreaking, bicycle stealing, and 
firearm possession. The motor garage run by Browne was 
a little up market from the original cycle repair business 
some years before but the method of acquiring stock was 
basically the same, the “transformation” of stolen cars to 
which could be added a little general larceny on the side. 
Among the cars to be “processed” about the time of our 
story were a Vauxhall, rightfully the property of a lady from 

Tooting; a Singer 
car also from 
Tooting, and a 
Buick car stolen 
from Seven 
Sisters Road, 
Harringay.
So far there is 
no connection 
between the 
various people 
m e n t i o n e d , 
but the night of 
September the 
26th 1927 was 
to change this 
dramatically.
Browne and 
K e n n e d y 
caught a train 
about 7 pm 

Above: Front view of TW 6120, Dr. Lovell’s Cowley.
(Photo: Courtesy Essex Constabulary)

Frederick Guy Browne
(alias Leo Brown)

William Henry Kennedy
(alias Patrick Michael William)
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f rom HISTORIAN,
Harry  Edwards at Liverpool Station that 

Monday evening. taking 
them through to Billericay 
station from where they 
made their way through the 
village (which, ironically, 
must have taken them past 
Billericay Police Station, 
then at 94 High Street) to the 
residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Pitcher of Bell House on 
Southend Road. The object 
being to steal a Raleigh car 
kept in the adjacent garage. 
Having ascertained that the 
car was in the garage, the 
two retired to the grounds 
of an empty house opposite 
to await signs of the 
occupants retirement — a plan they hastily dropped when 
the Pitcher’s dog made its appearance and started to bark.
The time was approaching 11 pm and with little chance 
of getting a train back 
to London, Browne and 
Kennedy made their way 
to the London road where, 
on a sharp bend, they 
came upon Doctor Lovell’s 
house “Shirley” with its 
wooden garage containing 
a Morris Cowley tourer. 
By midnight the lights in 
the doctor’s house had 
all been extinguished and 
the pair crept out from the 
field opposite, where they 
had lain in wait, and forced 
open the garage doors. 
Browne examined the petrol 
tank under the bonnet, and 
finding it fairly full, they 
silently rolled the tourer down the drive then pushed 
it some hundred yards or so along Mountnessing Road 
before starting the engine and setting off to traverse the 
back roads to London.
Some miles away at 
Stapleford Abbotts in the 
September mist, P.C. George 
Gutteridge and P.C. Sidney 
James Taylor met for the 
3 am conference point at 
Howe Green on the unlit 
B175 Romford-Onger road. 
The neighbourhood in 1927 
was rural, lonely and quiet, 
and well away from the main 
London-Chelmsford route 
— not so 83 years later with 
the constant rumble of heavy 
traffic at all hours on the 
new wide road which was 
subsequently constructed 
and which cut off the 
section of the original road 

where the two policemen 
had stood chatting about a 
local troublemaker for half-
an-hour early that Tuesday 
morning. Wishing his 
colleague well, Constable 
Taylor made his way home 
to Lambourne End, while 
P.C. Gutteridge headed in a 
south-easterly direction. It is 
clear from later examination 
of the site that, having 
walked some 600 yards 
from the conference point, 
Gutteridge would see the 
Morris Cowley, driven by 
Browne, approaching. 
Using his lamp he would 
signal the car to stop. There 

would be an exchange of words as the P.C. questioned the 
occupants of the car as to ownership, then replacing his 
lamp into his pocket, George Gutteridge would be noting 

details of the car, using the 
illumination provided by the 
Barker dipping headlamps 
fitted to the Cowley, when 
Browne fired two shots with 
a Webley revolver. As the 
policeman lay dying in the 
road, Browne stooped down 
and fired twice more at close 
range, a shot through each 
eye.
William Alec Ward was 
driving his tourer car 
conveying mails from 
Romford to Abridge that 
morning. He made a call at 
Havering then onto the little 
post office on the corner 
near to Townley Cottages. 

By 6 am he was heading for Stapleford Torney when on a 
bend in the road near Howe Green he found the body of 
P.C. Gutteridge. At the nearby Rose Cottage, Alfred Perritt 
was awakened by Mr. Ward’s urgent knocking and he went 

back with him to the scene; 
shortly to be joined by a bus 
driver named Warren. As a 
reflection on the enormous 
changes to take place in 
communication over the 
intervening eighty-three 
years, it is interesting to 
record that it was necessary 
for William Ward to drive 
onto Stapleford Torney, a 
distance of about 2.5 miles, 
in order to telephone the 
Romford Police Station to 
report the crime.

to be concluded next month

Above: Where it all started in Billericay. Dr. Lovell’s house was 
on the site of the present modern structure.

The old B175 road where Constable Gutteridge
was murdered.

Picturesque Rose Cottage where insurance agent Alfred Perritt 
was awakened in the early hours of the morning to assist 

William Ward who had discovered the body.
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Letters to the Historian

Please send any items for 
REGISTER RETRO to
HARRY EDWARDS,

Wellwood Farm,
Lower Stock Road,
West Hanningfi eld,

Chelmsford,
Essex

CM2 8UY

Dear Sir,
I have just received my July issue of Morris Monthly and note that you 
are on the sick list.  I hope your surgery goes according to plan and that 
you will soon be back and fi ring on all six…..  Growing older is not for 
the faint hearted!
It is very pleasing to see the progress in the content in the Morris 
Monthly.  The Magazine is now a very good read, and your Register 
Retro is the icing on the cake.  I look forward to further such articles.

Yours etc.
Mostyn Upton
Rosslyn Park

South Australia
SA 5072

Dear Sir,
I was intrigued to note that member 192 in the list of 
the original members, on page 11 of the May issue 
of Morris Monthly, was a Miss J. Pugh-Thomas of 
Lancashire.  Do you have any other information about 
this earlier member?  I ask because my brother-in-law 
is a Pugh-Thomas and has no knowledge of this person 
who must be a relative as the name is uncommon.  If 
you can let me have any sort of lead I will pass it on 
and maybe a family connection will be made.

Yours etc.
Chris Buitler-Cole

Penicuik
MIdlothian

(Historian’s note:  Reference to very early issues of the 
Morris Eight Tourer Club Newsletter gave the member 
192 as a lady named Mrs Julia Pugh-Thomas who, 
when she joined the Club in about 1961, lived at 8 Percy 
Street, Liverpool 8, Lancashire.  The Morris car she 
owned on joining was a Morris Minor ohc four-seater 
tourer, chassis M 21757, Engine 22460A, registered in 
Rotherham on the 24th March 1930 as ET 6065.  The 
car subsequently fi gured in Club membership in March 
1979 in the hands of James Peacap of Frodsham, 
Cheshire).

Dear Sir,
I wonder if you can provide me with any history regarding 
my Morris Eight two-seater.  The registration number is 
KEX 893, chassis number S1/E 77254, Engine number on 
the identity plate is given as 77406, but the actual number 
on the engine reads No 3043 unit 2120 date 11/11/52, type 
A41-MK2. Morris Motors Ltd.
Any history on this unit would be interesting to know.

Yours etc.
Ian Tiller

South Nutfi eld
Surrey

(Historian’s note:  Perhaps I may remind the many members 
who write to me for history of their Morris that I only have 
information on specifi c cars if they have fi gured in previous 
membership.  The Motor Industry Heritage Trust at Gaydon 
hold the original Production Records of Morris Eights and 
for a fee they will supply such information which will confi rm 
the actual manufacturing date, colour and body type.  They 
do not have the registration number listed as this is only 
allocated when the new car reaches the Morris dealer.
As for your engine query, you obviously have a Morris Eight 
that has had one of the ex-tank military engines fi tted, and 
it is interesting to note that Morris were making the 918cc 
side-valve engines in 1952.)

Dear Sir,
Was many years ago a member of the M8TC with a 1935 two-seater (BNA 722), I am dropping you this letter as yours is 
the only name I recognise on the Offi cials list.  Also remember from those days Frank Ashley, still active in VSCC circles 
and Bill Humphries, also a couple of characters whose names escape me who owned a very scruffy 8 tourer known as 
the Yellow Peril.  I was a member circa 1962 to 1966 approx.  Still have a couple of your immaculate hand-written letters 
somewhere.
I am contacting you to see if you can put me in touch with another car I owned around this period, a 1931 two-seater 
£100 Minor, the registration number being KF 6226.  I know it is still on the road by checking with the DVLA website.  If 
you are able to check if the owner of this car is a Register Member would very much appreciate it.

Yours etc.
Mike Hill
Daventry

Northamptonshire

(Historian’ note:  The only record I have of the Morris Minor side-valve two-seater, chassis SV 753, registration number 
KF 6226, is the last known owner, member 4898, V. Atherton.  He was a member in June 1979 and at that time his 
address was listed in the Morris Register Newsletter as 35 Grape Lane, Creston, Lancashire.  He is no longer listed as 
a member.)
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RRRR e g i o n a lRR e g i o n a le g i o n a le g i o n a le g i o n a l
o u n d  U p

Remember last time I mentioned a chap I met outside the local accessory shop who had a tidy little Morris Eight 
saloon? Well, we arrived home safely from Thoresby to fmd a 

message on the answer machine. He's joined!
HIs name's Barry. Unfortunately he waited too long to be able 
to get to Thoresby this year, but he's already been to one of our 
meetings at the Gander. A couple of months ago we had a visit 
from Godfrey Bowles who is building up a rather interesting Eight 
and was hoping to make it to the National, although I didn't see 
him there.
It looks like our little group is growing and there is the nucleus of 
a Noggin beginning to appear in Lincolnshire at last.
Once again we made it to Thoresby with the Eight on the 'A' 
frame and being enthusiasts, we arrived on Thursday and paid 
our extra fiver in order to make the most of it. Not so many 
mosquitoes this year we noticed, although we still came home 
with more bites than we really needed.
The steering stiffened up again on the trip to 011erton on 
Saturday and several members offered advice as to the cause. I 
managed to fmd an extra steering box shim on the auto grumble, 
and whilst it made a significant improvement I was informed that 
the steering was still too stiff. There was only one thing left to 
check out. I had tightened every joint up in order to pass the 
MOT and this included fitting an extra shim on the drop arm at 
the bottom of the steering box. As soon as I got home I removed 
it and was immediately rewarded with a bit of free play at the 
steering wheel. I'm informed that there should be between five 
and ten minutes of free movement on the steering wheel. That's 
what I've got. The car now steers as well as the Punto with the 
power steering on, and better than it does with it switched off. I 
recon that I've got it right at last.
The new class for vehicles under restoration seems to be very 
popular. There were more people hovering around than at any 
other point on the field every time I passed by.
The display of motorcycles brought back memories of youth 
when I owned examples of three of the four exhibits on display. 
And then I spotted Roy Preston's series E with reference to it 
having taken part in the John '0' Groats to Lands End endurance 
run. When I did the run myself without a co- driver, I snatched 
four hours sleep on the way down, and as I approached Lands 
End, I was met by a series E driven by Don Dere who had beaten 
me and was on his way back to his hotel. Just like the hare and 
the tortoise. Is this the same car? I wonder.  

Myke Greenwood
Club meetings third Tuesday every month at the TAKE A 
GANDER in Burringham village. My tel. no. 01724 853078

TAKE A GANDER (The nearest thing to a Noggin in Lincolnshire)

E a s t  M i d l a n d s  a n d  Yo r k s h i r e  R e g i o n

L o c a l         P a g e

EDITOR: Ken Holden 01274 882 574 email: kenneth@kennethholden.wanadoo.co.uk
Hill Top Farm, New Park Road, Queensbury, Bradford BD13 1PN
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MEETINGS

I’m sorry to say that the meeting at The Anne Arms has been very badly attended during the last six months with only 
two members attending on separate occasions. Malcolm, Trevor, Mike and myself have been over nearly every month. 

On one occasion there was only Trevor and myself. As you can appreciate it is very costly to do a 100 miles round trip 
for no-one to attend, therefore unless I receive some correspondence or phone calls to say people are going to attend, 
we will not be making the effort to attend a defunct meeting. We hope anyone who was going to attend will come to the 
West Riding meeting. If we get enough support we will reopen the meeting at the Anne Arms. 

Note from Morris Monthly Editor: Due to email problems, material from East Midlands and Yorkshire for the August edition did 
not arrive, so this month’s is an amalgamation of two months’ worth of contributions. Apologies to all who were wondering 
what had happened.

EDITOR FOR THE REGION REQUIRED

A new regional editor will be required as soon as possible; I have found it a little hard to put new items into print in 
the last few editions. I think it is the passage of time and I seem to be running short of ideas and news. I must have 

done this job for the last umpteen years so it is time to let someone who would like to take over from me, hopefully full 
of enthusiasm. I don’t want to carry on when I cannot give it the input required, I don’t want to get to the state where I 
have to repeat what I put in the previous year. So any budding editors step forward. New people always have new ideas 
and new news. 

THORESBY HALL

Firstly I would like to THANK everyone who helped in anyway to make this year’s event the best ever so I have been 
told. I don’t want to name individuals as some may be embarrassed. Most people enjoyed the aerobatic display 

especially the end over end roll. For a change the display was near so no binoculars were required. I would like to thank 
the people who have emailed me to say how much they enjoyed it and sent their thanks. I said before this year’s rally I 
was going to hang up my boots and let someone else organize next year’s rally. Malcolm informed me at Thoresby he will 
set up a new team for next year; I wish him all the best for the future. It will be nice to sit back and take it easy. A couple 
of pictures from this year’s event are shown below.
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It was a brilliant sunny day when I set off to go to Trevor’s, when I arrived he was all packed and ready to go. We had 
arranged to meet Malcolm at Wooley Edge Services. We arrived at the services just at the time we had agreed to meet.

After about a quarter of an hour I rang Malcolm to see where he was, he had just got on the M62 motorway. After a brief 
discussion, Trevor and I said we would set off and Malcolm would catch us up as he was trailering his motor. We pressed 
on gently and nearly reached the turn off before Malcolm caught up with us. Trevor led the way as he said he had been 
before. On the way we came to a junction where we turned left and Malcolm turned right. That was the last we saw of 
him until he arrived at Crich. 
Trevor and I found where we were camping after talking to a local at the nearby pub. Malcolm arrived then as we were 
nearly getting ready to set up camp saying his satnav had sent him a different way to us. We set up camp and went to 
the local pub only to find they had finished serving meals. So we stayed and had a few beers, during the evening they 
had a meat raffle, trust Malcolm to win a pack of sausages. With these in hand we retired back to campsite, we got the 
camp stove out and cooked the sausages. During cooking Trevor’s gas ran out, so we had to use mine to finish cooking. 
Malcolm said if we had gone to the pub ten minutes earlier we could have had a proper meal, it was all right for him as 
he was using his van for accommodation. Trevor and I had taken tents, which are very hard to put up in the dark. Next 
morning we were up early, cooked bacon and eggs for breakfast. We all went and lined up at the entrance waiting for 
Malcolm Wright to open the gate as one of his assistants could not find the correct key (probably too many to choose 
from). When we went in we lined up at various points around the site, I would like to thank all the people who helped 
me put up the signs, banners and flagpoles. As the weather was the same as the previous day, warm and sunny, we had 
a very enjoyable day riding on the trams and seeing some of the exhibits on display. As the day passed very quickly it 
was soon time to leave and go back to the camp. Malcolm Wright organised the toilets to be left open for us to use, this 
was most welcome as warming water for washing etc is a pain. We decided to go to the local pub for a meal, as it was 
a beautiful evening we ate in the warm sunshine. A visit to the gents is very educational, with lots of posters to read and 
pictures to view. (Don’t ask, just go see yourself). After our meal and a few beers we returned to camp to enjoy rest of 
the evening. We sat out talking until the sun went down; Malcolm had brought a night cap with him which we drank 
before retiring. Next morning up early shampooed and shaved, we had breakfast that went down well. Funny how the 
fresh air gives you a better appetite. During the night it had rained very heavily. This, sorry to say, returned to make it 
a very damp day. The conducted tour was well attended and enjoyed by all. We had gone on the previous days tour 
(in sunshine). During one of the only bright spells during the day we went on a tram ride and walk, returning to the 
bandstand for the cake cutting and complimentary glass of wine by John and Jo Nagle. The signs and banners where 
soon taken down along with flags and flag posts. Luckily we had taken our tents down in fine weather, one of the early 
dry spells. After saying our goodbyes and thanking Christine and Neil Truslove and rest of the North West Team for a 
brilliant weekend, we departed. On our way home just before we reached the M1 the rain started coming down, gently 
at first then torrential. This kept everyone on their toes as visibility was very poor owing to the spray. We had to do a 
splash and dash with Trevor as he nearly ran out of fuel owing to the hard going with the saturated roads. Trevor was 
the first top turn off, then Malcolm leaving me to travel up the M62 on my lonesome. I arrived home safe and sound a 
little damp possibly, unpacked and put the car to bed. Overall a really enjoyable weekend, those of you who didn’t come 
you don’t know what you missed.   

CRICH WEEKEND (see pictures below left and below right)

5/10
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EDITOR: Doug Townsend 01753 883 547 email: bullnosemorris@tiscali.co.uk
“Field End”, 10 Latchmoor Way, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8LP

We visited the show at Cottered on Sunday 27th. 
The show was organised by Cottered Village 

Festival Committee and the North Herts Seven Fifty 
Motor Club and is always run on the Sunday closest 
to St John the Baptist's Day  (24th June ), with most of 
the proceeds going to the Friends of Cottered Church. 
What a beautiful church it is, all open on the day 
with an ancient wall painting and lovely stained glass 
window in the tower. They have bell ringing in the nave 
it really is worth a visit.  The show runs from one end 
of the village and runs all along the road to the other 
end with lots of the local villagers with stalls outside 
their beautiful old houses selling everything. You name 
it, they are selling it.  They have open gardens and 
there is also a children’s funfair on the playing field 
with lots to do for everyone. It really is well organised. 
This is now in its 24th year so they must be doing 
something right. The car show is held on the bowling 
green in the centre of the village and is always very 
popular, with over 60 cars covering about 95 years of 
motoring and is organised by Jeremy Stephens and 
the Austin boys of the Seven Fifty Motor Club (North 
Herts Centre) with no less than 16 Austin Sevens dating 
from 1929 through to 1937 and what a splendid turn 
out they were. There were three classes, Class A was 
the Austin Sevens. Class B was Pre-war and Vintage, 
Class C was Post-war and Classic Cars. This was by far 
the biggest class with around 40 plus cars ranging from 
1947 right up to 1990 some were really beautiful and 
well turned out. The judging was voted by not only 
the other car owners but also anybody that wanted to 
vote who came to look at the cars, so it was anybody’s 
guess. Who do you think won the best in  Class C ?  It 
was no less than our fellow club member Frank Darby 
with his immaculate 1956 Black Austin A40. At first he 
just stood there as it hadn’t quite sunk in when they 
called his name out. It really came as a shock but it was 
nice to see his face! When you think of all the work 
he puts into his cars, it was very well deserved. So if 
anyone wants a good day out in their car next year this 
is one we can recommend. It is on the A507 Baldock to 
Buntingford Road and next year it is Sunday 26th June.

Pat Nethercott

THE COTTERED VILLAGE SHOW - 
NEAR BALDOCK, HERTS



13

Two years ago six Morris and seven Austin cars and crews made this trip. Organised by David Coulton of the Austin 
Seven Club, we all had a great time – if eventful. This year only two Morris cars entered and in the event one of them 

had a Chevrolet badge on its bonnet. The other four vehicles were an MGA, Austin Opal and 2 Austin Rubys. One of the 
Austins should have been an MG TC but that had shed a core plug just before the off, so a borrowed Ruby replaced it. 
My Morris 12/4, began to misfire around 15 miles from home. At the meeting point many hands were changing plugs, 
leads, checking points etc and it seemed to tick over OK. About 20 miles into our journey to Portsmouth the misfire 
became very pronounced. I decided to turn for home. Got worse, but the car kept moving. If you know Buckinghamshire 
and its hills then you’ll appreciate how well we did to get home. Empty Dorris Spokes (as she is called) and fill up 
the modern. Race around getting V5C, MOT, Insurance document for modern then take off for the ferry. Made it 
in time. Considering I used the A3 and the road works 
round Hindhead with the new tunnel (due completion 
summer 2011!), I think we were fortunate. Only when 
we relaxed in our cabin did I realise that the modern 
was not insured for the Continent. I could have become 
incontinent at that point.
However, I will never complain about call centres 
and mobile phones again, at least not for a while. 
Insurance and breakdown cover arranged in about half 
an hour. The Morris IS insured for the Continent and 
has breakdown cover included. This is at no extra cost. 
Hooray for RH Insurance Brokers. Pity I couldn’t take 
advantage of it this trip. (The Morris problem turned 
out to be the coil!! Why couldn’t it have failed a week 
earlier?)
After a good night’s sleep we docked in St Malo. 
Incidentally we travelled during the week which saved 
about £100 off the weekend fare.
The Chevy was not on the same deck as the other cars 
so we arranged to meet a few miles outside St Malo. Of 
course we took the wrong turn and took some while to 
find them. I knew they would wait as one of the Ruby's 
wanted us to take its luggage and thereby double, if not 
treble, its travelling speed. The weather wasn’t too good 
but we had planned to take our time getting to Beg Meil 
in Finnistere, about 130 miles, anyway
From then on the weather was decidedly warm. I even 
got into shorts and sandals. Sadly socks were disallowed 
on sartorial grounds, whatever they are?
The next day we went to Fouessant (pronounced 
Fouen) on market day. Bit different to the markets we 
see here. Fascinating town. There is a Commonwealth 
war grave in the local cemetery for 4 very young airmen 
and a French lady. Quite affecting and wonderfully kept. 
I cleaned the Chevy after lunch back at the apartments. 
Couldn’t follow the old ‘uns in the state it was in. Threw 
the water away and some went under one of the Austins.
Going down a half hour later I was astonished to see the 
Austin’s bonnet up, spanners being brandished as the 
‘lads’ tried to find the leak!! It made it to Benodet that 
afternoon though.
Next day we went to Locronan. Well worth a visit. We 
couldn’t understand why this medieval village is not 
publicised more. Then on to Douarnez.
This may  all sound hectic but it was actually very 
leisurely. 
Ray’s Morris ticked along beautifully, no trouble. He only 
had to adjust his modified steering box plate the once. 
A lot of us have had one done as it dispenses with the 
shims. One of the Austins had a slight misfire and was 
using a ‘lot’ of fuel. This held out until it made landfall in 
Blighty again though.     Terry Ponting

(Ed: A further excerpt next month)

AUSTIN 7s & FRIENDS RETURN TO BRITTANY TOUR 9th TO 18th JUNE 2010
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Oxford
We met as usual in the Function Room of the White Hart at 
Eynsham. There were 17 of us in total. We sipped our drinks and 
the Morris chat flowed. To start with we chatted about The Oxford 
Bus Museum event which had been enjoyed by everyone. Then 
talking around the room we heard Alex Taylor having sold some of 
his Model T Ford collection and had recently bought another that 
he was getting going. On telling him about my Excelsior Motorcycle 
renovation he said he had recently purchased a fine Indian made 
Royal Enfield motor cycle. Our Noggin Leader Len Plumbe is still 
feeling unsteady, however, he is still able to do his beloved garden! 
Steven Shuttleworth sadly missed the Bus Museum rally, being at Le 
Mans to see the 24 hour race. He was feeling a bit sore having been 
knocked off his bicycle on the Botley Road by a VW Golf. It was 
good to see Dave Titchenor again after being unwell, he has been 
selling some of his musical instruments and has a classic 5 string 
banjo if anyone would like one. Farmer Jolly Wade was pleased to 
tell me that the Morris Radiators made the tool box he had bought 
from me was now being used on his Classic Nuffield tractor. 

Graham Bushnell

NOGGINS ROUND UP

Sherbucks (See pictures on this page.)
As reported recently the Sherbucks Noggin joined the North London Austin Club at The Royal Oak at Chipperfield, 
Herts for the July Meeting. After weeks of drought it decided to rain that evening. On route I passed through an area 
that had had a cloud burst, fortunately I missed it! Pat Nethercott was not so lucky and had to drive though a very heavy 
downpour that affected the Watford Area. Despite all the water, 10 members of the Noggin turned out and eventually the 
Car Park was full of Austin’s and Morrises. The light rain cleared by about 8pm and it was good to meet up with so many 
old car enthusiasts, all the chat took place in the car park around the cars. It was a very enjoyable evening.
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EDITORIAL

With the weather we have enjoyed over past weeks I am sure you have all used your cars as much as possible. 
Attending shows has become quite a problem now, in that they all seem to want you there by 10 am at the latest 

(and threaten to turn you away if not on time) and then demand you do not leave until 4 or 5 pm, all put down to ‘elf and 
safety. This I find quite ridiculous, when I go to Sainsbury’s car park, I can go when I like and leave when I want to and 
there are lots of people walking around the cars. They even have trolleys that do not want go where the pusher wants 
them to, so where’s the ‘elf and safety in that? I think it is because the organisers want us on site all day!!  Prestwood 
Steam is one that is much easier in that they allow you to arrive by 10.30 am but will not allow movement between 
1 pm and 5 pm, although they allow cars to drive into the ring. Does anyone have views on this, or am I alone in my 
annoyance, as I think it will eventually kill many of these shows due this awful red tape?
As you will see on the list of dates, the Committee is meeting at Roger’s home on the 3rd September. If you have any 
ideas and you would like to put them forward please let one of the Committee know, or email/phone me and I will pass 
on your ideas/comments. Enjoy the end of the season.

Hants:
There was  a MORRIS WEDDING on 30th July! Adam 
Payne and Jenny Hutton did the honourable thing 
and married at the lovely church of St Giles in Stoke 
Poges, Buckinghamshire. Adam is the eldest son of 
keen Morris owner John Payne (Morris 8 tourer, Morris 
10/4 Special Coupé and Morris 10/6 special, a work in 
progress!), and me, his fairly enthusiastic wife Margo! 
It seemed fitting that Adam and his bride should be 
driven in style therefore in a Morris, but with the father 
of the groom rather occupied and the fact that the only 
really suitable car was still in an awful lot of pieces in 
the garage ... what to do ? 
After seeking advice from our illustrious Chairman 
Roger (Clitheroe), it was decided to approach Doug 
as we had already admired his beautiful Bully on 
Youtube leading the Queen’s 80th Birthday parade to 
Buckingham Palace. Mr. Doug Townsend! What a star 
he was! Readily agreed to take on the rôle of chauffeur. 
He even did a trial run and planned a little route back 
from St. Giles to the reception at Stoke Place to allow 
us all to get back there first and await the arrival of the 
happy couple.
The Day went wonderfully ... and the delight of the new 
Mrs. Payne at travelling in such style to and from her 
wedding was only matched by the smiles of the guests 
as they left the church and saw the Bullnose awaiting 
them at the Church gate, gleaming and immaculate.
What a wonderful way for the bride and groom to 
make their way to the reception.
Sadly there had been a few spots of rain so very 
wisely Doug kept the top up on the way back to Stoke 
Place but once there quickly took the roof down for 
some wonderful pictures.
Our son’s wedding was a very special day in many, many ways, but the joy in being able to have that wonderful Morris 
and its charming and generous owner providing such a perfect mode of transport for Adam and Jenny was certainly one 
of mine and John’s highlights.                     Margo Payne  (Ed: very embarrassing)

CHILTERNS EVENTS
1 Sept: WRINKLIES: contact Doug Townsend 01753 883 547
3 Sept: Committee Meeting at Roger Clitheroe’s home 
4 Sept: Cookham Regatta
12 Sept: Amersham Heritage Day
19 Sept: Classics on Croxley Green and Carters Steam Fair
25/26 Sept: Kop Hill Event
6 Oct: Wrinklies Lunch
13 Nov: Chilterns AGM at the White Hart, Eynsham, Oxon. (Date to be confirmed)
20 Nov: SKITTLES NIGHT with supper at Sturdy’s Castle, Tackley at 7.30 pm to book call Roland or Edna   
 Bradbury on 01865 730 730 
 Other events will be listed as information becomes available
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North  West  Reg ion  News le t ter
EDITOR: Tom Taylor on 01772 316 598   e-mail: t.taylo@o2.co.uk
57 Clough Avenue, Walton-le-Dale, Preston, Lancashire, PR5 4LQ

T H E  R E D  R   S E

It has been a very busy month for Morris Motorists who like to get out 
and use their cars rather than just polishing their pride and joy on a 

Sunday morning while the mechanical bits deteriorate through lack 
of use. Hot on the heels of our successful participation in the Lostock 
Hall Carnival parade came the Cumbria Steam Gathering at the former 
airfield at Flookburgh near Grange-over-Sands. Although we flew the 
Morris Register flag and handed out leaflets, only 8 out of the 28 Morris 
entrants in the “Motor Cars < 1982” Class were “our” pre-war types. 
Thankfully, there were other Morris vehicles to be seen amongst over a 
thousand other exhibits in the show, including Show Organiser Tim Holt’s 
immaculate Z Series Post Office Telephone van. Register member Mike 
Garstang once again provided superb arena commentary throughout the 
whole two days. A week later came the Walton-le-Dale Fête at which 
we joined members Jeremy Parker, Bill Hoole and Richard Wilson in a 
static display organised by the Preston and District Vintage Car Club. Last 
weekend it was Thoresby Park and the National Rally and this coming 
weekend it is Brian Moorcroft’s two day show at his Hundred End home 
near Southport in aid of The Cancer Trust at Clatterbridge Hospital on 
The Wirral. Brian and his colleagues have raised thousands of pounds 
over recent years for a number of worthy causes and I’m keeping my 
fingers crossed for good weather to help the event along.
There will no doubt be a comprehensive report on Thoresby elsewhere in 
Morris Monthly, but I enjoyed a splendid weekend in the company of many 
like minded enthusiastic Register members and it was a pleasure to see 
so much activity, and so many members clearly out to enjoy themselves. 
Don’t let anyone tell you that the Morris Register is not marching forward, 
because it most definitely is! The only down side for me was the fact that 
my B and B turned out to be just B and no b…..B! because of the illness of 
my host at the Farm, but fellow guests Ronnie Johnston and Kath were in 
the same boat so we enjoyed our breakfasts with the excellent Thoresby 
caterers brought in by Ken and Malcolm at very short notice. Pleasingly 
for me, I also managed to meet several other members who beforehand 
had only been names on a membership list.
Despite my reference last month to the advertisement of “Maurice” being 
for sale, he is still tucked up in the garage waiting for a buyer to appear 
once the advertisements hit the streets, but in the meantime I have been 
able to collect the Morris Twelve/Four that I mentioned and on which I 
was given first refusal some weeks ago. Having looked at Pre-Series and 
Series II Ten/Four saloons and been pipped at the post on the particular 
one I was keen on, my thoughts turned to a Series II Twelve /Four saloon 
owned locally but off the road for many years. No sooner had the owner 
refused to respond to my pestering than out of the blue a Series II Twelve/
Four Coupé suddenly came to light. Rather tatty but with a current MoT 
ticket, Chairman Dave Harris kindly offered to trailer the vehicle back 
from Brighton for me and the car is currently sitting in Geoff Wright’s 
garage in Bolton pending the sale of “Maurice”. The Coupé needs an 
awful lot of work to bring it back up to scratch, although this seems to 
be mostly cosmetic, so Kate and I will no doubt be busy over the winter 
months with elbow grease, sewing machine and rolls of carpet, leather, 
and headlining materials. More reports no doubt in future newsletters.
I know it impinges on the Welsh Region’s Llangollen Day on Saturday 18th 
September, but if you are not attending that particular event and would 
like to go to Manchester Airport the following day for a free guided tour 
of Concorde, then ring Gary Clarke on 0161 427 7311. Gary is organising 
a presence of pre-war cars there in preparation of our North West Annual 
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Gathering at the same venue in 2011. Numbers are likely to be restricted so don’t delay.
Finally, I am pleased to say that despite the respective NHS Trusts arguing over who should pay for the ambulance bill, 
Ralph Winstanley has recovered enough to be transferred from hospital in Hamilton to the Salford Royal NHS Hope 
Hospital in Manchester for further care and treatment. I will advise members of Ralph’s ward number and visiting 
arrangements once I can confirm with his family the extent to which non-family visitors can be admitted at the present 
time, but at least he is nearer home now and continues to make progress, albeit very slowly. 
So, on that brighter note, Happy Morris Motoring until next month!

Photos;
1 Flying the Register flag    2 2500 hp RR Griffon engine
3 Rob Edwards’ immaculate Series M Ten  4  The Molyneux’s Model T Ford
5 James Newby’s 1938 Two Seater   6 Tim Holt’s Post Office van
7 Military Morris CS8 (1940)   8 Smiling member Ian Johnston

 

EDITOR: Margaret Molyneux 01229 584 972
email: dmmmem@tiscali.co.uk

T R A N S  -  P E N N I N E  G A Z E T T E

The next noggin will be at Harold and Trisha Blair’s house 
at 12 Rheda Terrace, Cleator Moor, Cumbria. CA25 5JE. 
All are welcome and it would be nice to see some new 
faces as well as old. Please ring them on 01946 812 143 for 
directions or anything else.

We would like to congratulate Harold on winning the 
Minor class at Thoresby and also the driving trials! He has 
worked long and hard on his car and it is a credit to him.
We also enjoyed Thoresby Hall and thanks to friends new 
and old for making a great weekend.

6 87

CUMBRIA ROVING NOGGIN

No.394

CONTACT: Norma Cook 01245 284 202 email: normaj.cook@googlemail.com
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After checking out some alternative venues for us, John Dewar recommended 
we return to last year's establishment, the hospitable and charming Olde 

Windmill Inn, Great Cressingham.  This real ale pub has been a village inn since 
around 1650 and serves good food at competitive prices.  We've booked the 
conservatory and can spill out into other areas if necessary.  If you'd welcome 
a pleasurable trip out from your corner of the region whether in your Morris or 
modern, do come and join us.  As before we've chosen a pub where there's a 
children's play area for younger family members.  We're a cheerful, chatty lot 
who are always happy to see familiar and new faces and talk old motors.  The 
Olde Windmill Inn is located about 6 miles south of Swaffam, just off the A1065.  
If you have any queries or would like more information, please contact Laurie or 
Norma Cook on 01245 284 202.

EAST ANGLIA QUARTERLY LUNCH-TIME SOCIAL GATHERING:
SATURDAY 25th SEPTEMBER FROM 12.00 NOON AT THE OLDE WINDMILL INN, 

WATER END, GREAT CRESSINGHAM, WATTON, NORFOLK IP25 6NN
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Morris Register National Rally Thoresby Park August 2010 

Photos:
Dave Grace

Tony Plowright
Colin Stephenson

Rob Symonds
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Morris Register National Rally Thoresby Park August 2010 

Photos:
Dave Grace

Tony Plowright
Colin Stephenson

Rob Symonds



20

EDITOR: Tom Bourne M.B.E., 02920 703 482 morris@tombourne.fsnet.co.uk
1 Clinton Road, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan. CF64 3JB

WELSH REGION NEWSLETTER
CYLCHLYTHYR RHANBARTH CYMRU

COFESTR

MORRIS

EDITORIAL

First of all my sincere apologies for the confusion over the date for the Gower Picnic event – I hope that you got the 
correction in time and that nobody turned up on the wrong day.  I was sorry that due to a prior commitment, which 

had also changed its date, I was unable to attend, but I understand that a good time was had 
by all, and I’m grateful to John Rogers for the report and to Geraint Howells for the photos.  
The 50th Anniversary year is certainly providing a good opportunity for some excellent 
celebratory events, not least of which was the national rally at Thoresby.  A full report will be 
in next month’s news, but suffice it to say now that we had a good turnout by Welsh Region 
members, and excellent weather.
The organising team is now putting the final touches to the Anniversary Tour of Wales, and if 

you haven’t already entered, but would like to join in, please get in touch with me as soon as possible.

As the Sun blazed from a Summer sky and the hands 
of the clock moved towards the hour, Morris owners 

began to gather at the Gower Heritage Centre, Parkmill, 
Gower, for a tour of the ancient Water Mill and it environs. 
Seeing it all working by water power alone made one 
realize what a struggle it must all have been across the 
centuries until the Industrial Revolution and improved 
transport arrived. How terrified those of earlier centuries 
would probably be if they could be shown the technology 
that we have at our finger tips.
Around 1 pm we went into the Smallest Cinema in Wales, 
a converted former Great Western goods van, which had 

previously been in Gorseinon, to watch some Morris Motors 
publicity films in which everything seemed to happen in 
double quick time. Watching the assembly of a Cowley, I 
wondered why I make such a thrash of things ...
The show over, we motored in convoy over to Oxwich Bay 
and up to our Chairman’s and his family's caravan and a 
splendid spread. It is a lovely spot with views down the 
South Gower coast and across Swansea Bay to Port Talbot.
Small events are, I think, preferable to large ones as 
everyone mixes with friends: this was an excellent example 
and an excellent day out. Our thanks are due to those who 
set it all up.                                                         John Rogers

50th  ANNIVERSARY EVENT IN GOWER

1 2

3 4
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Photo Captions (see left):
1: A selection of the cars attending, outside the Gower Heritage Centre
2: The participants in the visit to the Heritage Centre
3:  Some of the group seated in the smallest cinema in Wales….
4: ...watching one of the Morris films.        Photos: Geraint Howells

We are now putting together the final details for this event, and we are looking forward to having a great time with 
fellow members from across Wales and beyond.  Full route details will be sent out to all those who have entered over 
the next few days, but if you haven’t yet entered, and would like to meet up with us along the route, please feel free to 
join us at any point on the way.  The provisional route is shown below.
The two principal “Event Days” will be Day 1, Wednesday 15th September and Day 4, Saturday 18th, and members 
are particularly invited to come along and join in with these.  

On Day 1: (15th September) the starting point will be the car park of the Aubrey Arms, Bonvilston, leaving at 8.30 and 
travelling via the A48 and M4 to the Pont Abraham Services, arriving at 10.30 The lunch break will be at Little Pencoed 
Farm in Cresswell Quay arriving 12.30 – 13.00 kindly hosted by Joan and Brian Carlisle. They are members of PVCC and 
regularly host meetings of the club. The buffet will cost £10 per head and you bring your own drink (alcoholic or not!)
Leaving here at 14.30 -15.00 we will drive the 21 miles to Pembrokeshire Motor Museum, arrive at 4 pm for a look at, 
among other cars, the Morrises there. The evening meal will be at Tafarn Sinc in Rosebush, starting at 7.30 pm.  A menu 
will be made available to those wanting dinner to pre-select their choice.  
We need to know numbers for all these venues, so if you have not already entered, please let me know before the 5th 
September.

On Day 4: (18th September) the “touring contingent” will travel from Porthmadog via Capel Curig, then onto the A5 down 
the Ogwen Valley, and along the A55 coast road via Conwy and to Llandudno.  Please join us along this route, or make 
your own way to the Great Orme’s Head, arriving about 11.00 am.  The recommended access to the Great Orme’s Head is 
via Marine Drive, which is accessed at the western end of the promenade, going behind the Grand Hotel near the pier and 
into Happy Valley Road.  This then leads into Marine Drive.  Toll is £2.50 which includes parking at the summit.  Turn left 
after a mile or so up St Tudno’s Road, and this road climbs to the summit.  Meet in the car park at the Country Park visitor 
centre at the summit

The 50th Birthday Party and Tour Dinner will be at the Chainbridge Hotel in Llangollen, and those who are booked 
at the Chainbridge will be also booked in for this.  If you are not staying there, but would like to join in the Party, then 
please let me know by the 5th September.

DETAILS OF THE PROVISIONAL ROUTE
Day 1
Start at Bonvilston, A48 to Port Talbot, M4 to J46, then A48 to Pont Abraham Services – break/meeting point.  A48 to 
Cross Hands, A476, B4297, B4300 to Carmarthen, A40 to St Clears, A477 to Carew, then A4075 to Cresswell Quay. 
Day 2
B4329 over Preseli Mountains, join A487 to Cardigan, Aberystwyth, Machynlleth, Dolgellau, A470 to Porthmadog. 
Day 3
Local routes
Day 4
Morning.  A 489 to Capel Curig, A 5 towards Bangor, A55 to Conwy, Llandudno Junction, A546 to Llandudno.
Afternoon.  A470 to Bettws-y-Coed, then A5 to Llangollen
Day 5
Local routes
Day 6
A5 to Oswestry, A483 to Welshpool, A490 Churchstoke, A489, A488 to Knighton, B4355 to Kington, A4111, A438 to 
Bronllys, A479, A40 to Abergavenny, A4042 to Newport, A48 to Cardiff.
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July 21st - just when we were thinking how lucky we were 
to be travelling along deserted lanes through beautiful 

countryside in perfect light and weather conditions in our 
Morris Minor, Paul and Celia James’s 1924 Morris Cowley 
immediately in front, was enveloped in clouds of steam 
emanating from the exhaust pipe at an otherwise peaceful 
junction in Little Bedwyn. No sooner had we parked up 
than Malcolm and Carol Randall appeared with the front 
near-side brake of their Morris Oxford seized on and 
burning hot. 
It was soon obvious that the latest of 
Reg Wilson’s informal ‘touring parties’, 
organised for the attendees and friends 
of the North Wiltshire monthly pub meet, 
was virtually ended just one quarter of 
the way through the morning’s run. Only 
one car was ahead of the troubles, Nigel 
and Maxine Hawkins in their Morris Ten 
saloon, and they waited in solitude and 
bewilderment at the suggested viewing 
point and photo stop, before eventually 
following the optional scenic route Reg 
had provided to the pub lunch venue, where a message 
from Carol with explanatory news awaited them.
Paul soon identified the problem with his car as a failed 
head gasket and he immediately set about changing it. In 
front of him, Malcolm started work on his front brake. A 
former vintage Humber owner and VSCC member spotted 
the activities from his house nearby and offered welcome 
help and useful odds and ends from his workshop.
After about two hours both cars seemed to be ready to 
go again. We were already nearly half-an-hour late for our 
pre-ordered lunch and so the pressure was on. Alas, there 
was not an immediate happy ending to this episode. As 
so often happens in such circumstances, normally simple 
mistakes are easily made, but not so easily overcome. 

The Bakelite magneto cap on Paul’s car has 1-3-4-
2 embossed on it, but the actual ignition timing from 
the mechanism within and hence the lead-to-plug 
arrangement is not in accordance with this information. 
There is not room here to go into any more background 
detail about this. Suffice to say that the car would not start 
and neither was there a spark when a plug was removed 
and tested. The car was therefore pushed into the drive of 
the kind local gentleman and we took the shortest route to 

the pub for a late lunch - Paul and Celia 
travelling in Reg’s Morris Eight saloon.
To compound the woes, Malcolm was 
still not entirely happy with his Oxford’s 
front brakes. The afternoon’s stage 
to the final tea stop was abandoned 
and Nigel – the Warden of the nearby 
Kennet and Avon Canal Trust’s Crofton 
Pumping Station - offered to collect 
the stricken Cowley and transport 
Paul and Celia with their car home to 
Purton with his 4x4 vehicle and trailer. 
Once home, Paul soon had the Cowley 

running again and vowed to adjust the magneto so that the 
timing marks and mechanism are compatible. 
11th August - there is a happy sequel to this story, because 
the tourists – plus and minus a few, regrouped with their 
Morris cars three weeks later at The White Hart in Burbage 
and in very fine weather. Everyone this time successfully 
completed the 60 mile tour Reg had devised through the 
beautiful countryside of east Wiltshire and west Berkshire. 
The scheduled stops at viewing points, the pub-lunch break 
and the concluding tea stop allowed plenty of time for 
socialising. Once again our Morris cars brought members 
from quite a large area together for a good day of informal 
old car motoring friendship and fun.                  Ken Martin

MISADVENTURES AND MERRIMENT IN WILTSHIRE AND BERKSHIRE
21st JULY AND 11th AUGUST 2010
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Having attended Thoresby for three consecutive years, 
it was pleasing to note that this year’s event had a 

significantly bigger attendance than the previous two. My 
M8 SE tourer, purchased following a chance conversation 
at Thoresby last year, performed well for the whole trip. 
The drive from the West Country to Thoresby and back, in 
convoy with other West Region members is as much a part 
of the weekend as the two days at Thoresby. 
Apart from myself and Anne in our 39 8 SE tourer, I was 
aware that Gloria and Tony Cressey (Yeovil) 39 8 SE tourer 
(must be better than ours as it came second in class 4!), 
Celia and Paul James (Purton) 24 Cowley (a car with a very 
nice head gasket!), David Fearn (Brixham) 35 Pre-Series 8 
Saloon, Carole and Malcolm Randall (Andover) 32 Oxford 

LA Saloon, and Linda and Peter Maslen (Melksham) 37 8 
S1 Saloon were also there. I believe that there were other 
West Region entrants but unfortunately I didn’t manage to 
catch up with any of them. So if you were there, please 
accept my apologies, I wasn’t deliberately avoiding you! I 
also know that quite a few West Region members attended 
on one or other of the two days in their Moderns. 
It would seem that I had a couple of “off moments” when I 
wrote last month’s Westwords. Not only did I get the date 
wrong for Simon Colledge’s August Amble (it was the 19th 
August not the 17th as I stated) I also got Bev Marks’ e-mail 
contact details wrong for September’s Exmoor Run; my 
apologies to one and all.           

Jim Riglar

EDITORIAL

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS  

WEST REGION EVENTS
1-5 Sept: Dorset: Great Dorset Steam Fayre, Tarrant Hinton (on A354 Blandford-Salisbury)
5 Sept:  Somerset: Rare Breeds Car Show – Haynes International Motor Museum Sparkford
10-12 Sept: Dorset: Swanage Railway Steam Gala and Vintage Transport Rally, Harmans Cross 01929 425 800 
11-12 Sept: Hants: International Autojumble - Beaulieu Event Fields
28 Sept: Regional: Exmoor Run (W Somerset/Devon) Contact Bev Marks 01823 412 328 or e-mail bev.  
  marks@openreach.co.uk
10 Oct:  Devon: Hatherleigh Autojumble (Devon Vintage C. C.) Contact Maurice Williams 01363 82867
6-7 Nov: Somerset: Footman James Restoration Show & Autojumble. Royal Bath and West Showground,
  Shepton Mallet

New, potential and visiting members swelled the numbers of regulars at the August noggin. New members Brian 
and Angela Doggrell were the only ones to turn up in a Morris, a recently acquired M8 S1 tourer, which they had 

purchased from Cornwall. Potential new member Russell Chedzoy from Highbridge had recently purchased an LC3 
and was seeking advice on various aspects of restoration. His lorry had previously been used in some TV and film work. 
Noggin regulars offered a welcome to MR members Heather and Ron Snipp from Highclere, who are regular visitors to 
the Shepton Mallet area.                                                                                        Colin Baker/Jim Riglar

Photo Captions (see below and left):
1: Paul James in the process of removing the cylinder head from his 1924 Cowley.
2: Malcolm Randall, assisted by Mike Bassett, attends to his seized brake problem. 
3: Another day of old car fun for Morris Wives – Lynn Bassett, Carol Randall, Celia James and Kate Martin.
 It is not clear what Reg Wilson is smiling for in the background.
4: Paul and Celia James and the failed head gasket from their Morris Cowley.
5: Morning break at a beauty spot beside Littlecote Road near to Froxfield. 
6: The afternoon touring party was slightly different to the morning one due to the owners of two cars being unable  
 to do the whole tour. One gained and one lost at the lunch break! The beauty spot chosen for this stop was the car  
 park overlooking the Vale of Pewsey near to Martinsell Hill.      Photos: Ken Martin
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THE MIDLANDER
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At the National Executive Committee meeting in Birmingham on 24th July, concerned about the continuing attendance 
of a suspended member at the Kingswinford Noggin, I sought clarification as to exactly what club entitlements a 

suspended member retained. As a consequence, the Executive Committee produced a clear statement, spelling out 
precisely what suspension of a member entailed. This document was then sent to the Kingswinford Noggin co-organiser, 
so that he could be fully aware of the situation and act accordingly. (Copies are available from me on request at the 
address printed in the Handbook). The Executive Committee has now responded by suspending the official Morris 
Register status of the Noggin, which means that the Noggin and/or events associated with it have no official status, do not 
carry Club insurance and will not be reported on in Morris Monthly until such time as the co-organiser can demonstrate 
that the spirit of the clarification statement is being adhered to. It was emphasised that this sanction applies to the Noggin 
and in no way affects the status of individual members of the Morris Register. Midland Chairman, Mike Porter, as co-
organiser, was officially informed in early August of the withdrawal of official status and requested to bring the current 
situation to the attention of Kingswinford Noggin members. He has pointed out that he considers the dissemination of 
such information to be the rôle of the Midland Secretary rather than the Chairman. Accepting this to be the case, I am 
now drawing it to the attention all members who attend (or may be considering attending) the Kingswinford Noggin. Of 
course, it is an Englishman’s inalienable right to assemble peacefully wheresoever he chooses, so there is no suggestion 
that individuals may not attend the Noggin, but they should realise that until further notice they will not be doing so 
under a Morris Register banner.
Members from other parts of the Midland region involved in the organisation of events in the immediate future need 
also to be aware of their position in respect of a suspended member, and I will be happy to send them a copy of the 
clarification statement on request.                     Rob Symonds

FROM MIDLAND REGION SECRETARY:
THE STATUS OF THE KINGSWINFORD NOGGIN

A great turn out for our BBQ, when 17 members turned 
out to help celebrate the club’s 50th anniversary. 

The landlord kept us all supplied with plenty of good 
BBQ food supplemented by a fabulous iced heart shaped 
fruit cake kindly donated by Alwyn Jenkins which he 
had won in a weekend raffle. We had 6 cars on display, 
Derek Gock in his newly aquired Bullnose (which he 
is still trying to master) three Eight saloons, an Eight 2 
seater tourer and John Bates's 1938 MG VA tourer it 
was a super sunny evening. Alwyn is looking for an air 
silencer for his Eight. He has the bracket, so if you have 
one let him know. We talked about the Thoresby event 
and those that were there thought that it was probably 
the best ever (see my separate report). We are always 
looking for new members to join us, we have a great team 
and will welcome those wishing to come. I am thinking 
of organising a run for the September or October meet, 
if we have enough cars. There will be plenty of room 
for passengers. Ideas please? Our next Noggin is Tuesday 
September 13th.                                                John Ford

WARWICKSHIRE NOGGIN
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Cars for Sale  Live Stage  Restoration  Autojumble  Over 1000 Cars & 100’s of Bikes  Parts & Services  Dream Rides  Automobilia  Accessories

Sponsored by In association with

Official partner 12 13 14 NOV
The place to share your passion for cars

Book online or call the ticket hotline 0871 230 1088
www.necclassicmotorshow.com

Classic Motor Show tickets also allow FREE entry into The Classic Bike Show AND the MPH Show (excludes Top Gear Live Theatre).
Offer applies to Sat13th/Sun14th November 2010 only.  Club Single ticket offer limited to 2 tickets per member. Club Family ticket admits 
2 adults and up to 3 children (5-16yrs) and is limited to one family ticket per member. Club Single tickets save £5.00 off the Sat/Sun door 
price. Club Family tickets save up to £37.00 off the Sat/ Sun door price compared to buying individually! Offer applies to advance bookings 
only. Hand your special ticket stub in to your club on their stand at the show and your club can earn £1.00 commission!  See website for 
all information. All bookings are subject to a single transaction fee.  All information is correct at time of publishing.

Club Exclusive Ticket Deal!
“Advance Offer” Book today- Save £’s & beat the queues! 

Book by phone or web now... 

Club Family £34.50
Quote code CLUBF10

Club Single £15.00
Quote code CLUBS10

WARWICKSHIRE NOGGIN
 Every second Tuesday, 7.30 pm.

The Golden Cross,
Bearley Cross,

Wootton Wawen B95 6DR
Next meeting: Tues 13th Sept

John Ford on 01789 488 328

HEREF. & WORCS NOGGIN
 Every first Tuesday, 7.30 pm.

The Duke of York,
Leysters, Herefordshire HR6 0HW
Next meetings: Tues 7th Sept/

Tues 5th Oct
Michael Halls 01568 750 257

LEICESTERSHIRE NOGGIN
 Every first Tuesday, 7.30 pm.

Foxton Locks Inn,
Bottom Lock, Foxton, LE16 7RA

Next meetings: Tues 7th Sept/
Tues 5th Oct

Ken Johnson 0116 271 5933

HEREFORDS AND WORCS NOGGIN

Sunday arrived and seven of us met up 
as arranged at 7 am to set off in convoy 

from our Noggin meeting place en route 
to Thoresby. A top speed of 40 mph was 
agreed, with John Bates and navigator 
leading the way. Being my first long trip 
in my Eight (previously only around 35-40 
miles in one go) I was a bit apprehensive 
to say the least, but with assurance from 
our editor Rob and much coaxing I set 
off. The M42 was the first main worry 
with heavy lorries and cars hurtling past 
at over 70 and our 4 cars in convoy 
doing just 40 I thought any minute I'll get 
a shunt from behind but most gave us a 
wide berth or a toot. Onto the A38 from 
there, saw us hurtling towards Burton 
on Trent where we decided to stop for 
breakfast at probably the only Little Chef 
left in Britain! It was closed. On seeing 
us standing outside looking bewildered 
and thirsty she opened up. “I'm on my 
own, no staff ”, she says. “We only want 
coffee”, I say. “Sit in the corner then”, 
she says. An hour later, after all eating 
early starters, we set off again arriving in 
Mansfield after about 2 hours, a petrol 
stop and a few turnarounds, (I blame 
women navigators). We eventually arrive 
at Thoresby, after around 4 hrs 15 mins 
and 102 miles. No problems apart from 
Dereck Gock’s throttle sticking every 
time he braked (just a bit of lubrication 
needed). It was good to see such a good 
turnout of cars - I believe the best ever. 
Wine flowed from the hospitality tent 
where I noticed the women “tanking 
up” and all in good spirits. Prizes were 
awarded, cakes cut, and eventually we said our goodbyes, Off we set for the shorter trip home (I was leading) we 
reached speeds of up to 50mph down hill! (Confidence taking over here).  Derek had a few problems, his front bumper 
fell off and then he nearly ran out of oil, managing to limp to the next garage (all this high speed driving!) I turned off too 
soon and lost John Bates. I eventually found the M42 again and left Mark Walker to go on to Coventry where he ran out 
of petrol 3 miles from home. (You must get that fuel gauge fixed Mark!) I eventually made it back at around 8'oclock to 
the local pub (a cold beer waiting on the bar). and my lovely next door neighbour cooking me Sunday dinner! (My wife 
had eaten there earlier). What a day! Next stop Cornwall!!! 

John Ford

THORESBY OR BUST!

As June and John are away on holiday, I have the task of writing our report from Leysters, so here goes!
On 1st August, June and John Sargeant, Ron and Sandra Jones and Alma and John Humphries all attended a steam 

event at Trimpley near Kidderminster. The fine weather made for a very enjoyable day.
Our Hereford and Worcs Noggin on 3rd August was attended by twenty one Morris Register members and we all enjoyed 
a barbeque by kind permission of Joy, owner of the Duke of York.  Our next meeting will be held on 7th September and 
there will be a general knowledge quiz.  Let’s hope a good number of members attend.                         John Humphries
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Following on from the news in May’s Morris Monthly that contact had been made with the 
gentleman who carried out the conversion of an Eight Saloon into the pick-up that emerged in 

full Naval garb a few years later. We can now show photographs of the vehicle before and during its 
conversion. Also included is an extract from a letter to the Morris Register Newletter giving details of 
the pick-up. From this letter it is clear that Ms. Downes, who was the owner of the vehicle when seen 
at Thoresby in 2008, was quite open about its lack of provenance.
I am grateful to Mike Bates of Derby and the convertor, who prefers to remain anonymous, for 
making these photographs available.

NAVY LARK: Final Episode

LETTER IN NEWSLETTER 
August 2003

from Anne Downes,
then the pick-up owner

Dear Editor,
I thought the enclosed photos 
of the pick-up which my 
colleague and I bought last 
year and spent the winter 
restoring to its present state 
might be of some interest.
It started life as a 1936 Series I 
2 door Morris 8 saloon. It had 
been lengthened by 12" and 
converted some time in the 
past.
After careful research we have 
converted it for use in W.W.II 
re-enactments. It is now an 
"Admiralty Courier" complete 
with blackout markings and 
headlamps.
It had Easyclean wheels 
which we changed to Magna 
wire wheels. It has a 4 speed 
gearbox and 12 volt electrics. 
Apart from a noisy gearbox it 
goes quite well.

Kind regards,
Anne Downes
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Reminding the two pairs of feet sticking out from beneath 
the cherished classic car that I was going out to lunch, 

there was a grunt and, “ ’kay. Tea please,” followed by a 
muffled, “coffee two sug…, oof,” and a clank from the top 
end of the other pair.
On letting myself in through the front door some four hours 
later, I see that most doors and windows are open, back 
copies of Morris Monthly litter the floor and the kitchen 
shows a soggy black tea towel, a dribbling pot of hand 
cleanser (?) and signs of lunch in the form of the toaster 
and peanut butter jar with knife still in it.  Milk minus lid 
not quite having managed to make it back in to the fridge, 
a banana skin and a crisp packet languish on the draining 
board.  All seems well.
No response to my enquiries for signs of life until my 
shouted, “is there anybody there?” reaches the rafters and 
a faint little voice announces that it is in the loft.  Gingerly 
putting my head above the parapet, I found the classic car 
owner sitting crossed-legged on the floor surrounded by 
teddy bears (mine from a future project) and photographs.  
“Four boxes of these perishing things,” he said, tossing an 
innocent bear into the air, “every box I’ve opened so far 
is full of bloody teddy bears.  What ever do you and that 
mad friend of yours find to talk about for four and a half 
hours?  Can’t you find something more productive to do 
with your time?”   I asked him what he was doing, apart 
from sitting surrounded by bears and holiday photos, and 
whether I could help.  “No, thank you very much,” he said, 
hyperventilating with frustration.  “I’m trying to find photos 
from the time we started restoring the Morris….”     “Try 
that big box over there, marked ‘Restoration photos 1979-
1997’” I suggest, calmly waggling a finger slightly to his left 
and amusing myself on several fronts. I left him cooing with 
delight, reminded him to put the bears back (he didn’t) 
then beetled off to make a nice cup of tea and watch a 
bit of Poirot for the beautiful costumes and cars, sorry, 
beautiful cars and costumes. All was well in our world.  
Very well indeed.
When out doing my own thing during the day, I often 
wonder whether it isn’t just a touch scary leaving under 
8s, sorry, under 80s, alone in the house when they have a 
beautiful classic car to play with.
Popping out to meet a friend on another occasion, leaving 
the classic car owner drinking coffee and innocently 
reading the paper, I am wished a ‘nice time’ with love to 
be given to my friend and his suggestion that I don’t rush 
back as he plans on ‘having a nice, quiet, day’.  My Red 

Alert button flashes. And I am not disappointed.
Arriving home, the door is opened for me with a smile and 
I am made tea.  Trying to ignore my palpitations, I am asked 
how my friend is, did we have a nice day, and haven’t we 
been lucky with the weather.  A quick sweep with trained 
20/20 vision reveals that superficially all seems well. This is 
worrying.  Kitchen tidy, no magazines about, no drawers 
tipped out, no greasy mugs, garage door locked, no car 
innards (or ‘talking points’ as he lovingly refers to them) 
to be seen in the garden.  We don’t look as if we have just 
moved in, as can sometimes be the case during major (or 
minor) Essential Maintenance, and the house seems well 
aired and fresh even.  Try not to look anxious as know from 
past experience that this is highly contagious.  The classic 
car owner must be kept calm at all times.
During the next few days, my antennae will be on overtime, 
these being Days of Discovery.  A light brown stain will 
appear on the side of the bath.  “Nope, not me.  How 
would I get a stain there?” as he licks his finger and tries 
to rub it off.  The stain remains even after lots of elbow 
grease and modern science, and only disappears when we 
have the bathroom re-fitted.  It is not mentioned again.  
My favourite wooden spoon cannot be found anywhere.  
“Nooooo, what would I want a wooden spoon for?  You 
threw it away with the rubbish.”    There’s a funny smell in 
the oven, “That’s your cooking. Do I have to get blamed 
for everything round here?”   My favourite soft handbrush 
seems to have gone.  “I have handbrushes of my own, 
thank you very much.”  (This is found some months later 
in a bucket of something in the garage).  A once dull door 
handle dazzles me with a new found brightness and a 
mysterious stain appears on Delia’s tome.  And what are 
those brown spots above the power point on the landing 
that won’t come off?   He takes his glasses off to get a closer 
look, thus implying to me that he didn’t notice them after 
he had made them.  “Huh, ask me, how should I know?”  
My nerves are just starting to settle when I find a socket in 
the peg basket which I silently hand to him.  He inspects this 
closely and beams with delight.  “I do wish you wouldn’t 
just stick things anywhere, I’ve been looking for that.”   He 
whistles happily, rubbing it against his shirt on the way to 
the garage.
Finishing a phone call, he announces with great urgency 
that, “I’ve just got to pop over to Shifnal for an hour or so 
with JP to have a look at this car, just looking like.  Not going 
to buy it. You can come if you like.”   I use the opportunity 
to take garage stuff from the kitchen back to the garage 
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Barbara Symonds
on the  joys  of  c lass ic
motor ing  for  women

WHEN ALL IS WELL
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and sneak stuff I’ve popped in the garage back to the 
kitchen.   “Bought it then?” I ask him when he returns five 
hours later.  “No, been thinking that I might get one to do 
up when I retire though.”   (Interpretation:  Desensitisation 
Exercise.  He’s obviously getting broody for another Morris. 
Warming me up for a proposed new arrival.  Write note to 
self in black book to milk this one).
And of course, I know I am not alone in my suffering:  
one Member confessed that he was going to pop a few 
things in the dishwasher whilst his wife was at church but 
“chickened out when I realised she would be back before 
the cycle finished.”   He’s clever – dangerous! And whose 
Mother-in-Law turned the eye level grill on only to melt 
precious rear light defectors that had earlier been grilled 
on a very gentle heat to dry off and then left to cool (and 
be forgotten by the classic car owner-cum-cook)?  
When classic car owning friends were in the throes of 
moving house, The Lady of the Car was surprised but 
grateful to the team of strong looking men who came to 
help with the move.  She popped out to buy refreshments 
from the local shop and arrived home in time to see a 
chain gang of these healthy old men removing gearboxes 
and heaven knows what else from the loft.  “I often used 
to think there was a funny smell,” she said to me later, “I 
just thought it was his overalls or the car parked on the 
drive.”  Poor innocent.  She told me later that she was glad 
she didn’t know or she wouldn’t have slept for fear of the 
ceiling collapsing.  
All seems well once more until he catches me off guard.  
The classic car owner is in the garage, crouched down by 
the front of the car feeling something underneath. I take 
him tea.  He is talking on the phone to a friend who has an 

interest in these sort of things, a Fellow Enthusiast.  Later, 
as I am cleaning the kitchen floor, I ask him how his friend’s 
wife and new little baby are doing.  His eyes glaze over. He 
is very calm. “Know what I was thinking?” he says suddenly 
perking up, “you look tired, why don’t you and your friend 
go away for a long weekend.  Do you both good, you need 
a break, you’re always on the go, never have a minute to 
yourself…”  he went on, stacking up the evidence of A Plot.
I can’t relax when he is “thinking.”  “But what will you do 
while I am away, won’t you be lonely, and what about your 
dinners?  Won’t you be bored?  I feel guilty leaving you 
on your own.”   All this is hotly denied for obviously his 
plan of action has already been drawn up. To give myself 
thinking time to plan my retreat and regroup strategy, I say 
I will think about it and then pretend not to.  This also has 
added advantage of relaxing him sufficiently to catch him 
off guard.
A few hours later, when his good behaviour is getting on my 
nerves, I announce my plan.  “You’re right,” I announce, 
(this is a good opening as he always listens to hear how right 
I think he is). “I could do with a break, do you remember 
when we went to Paris a couple of years ago and we only 
had about 20 minutes in La Galeries Lafayette and I didn’t 
have time to look at those beautiful coats and dresses?  
I’ve spoken to Rosanna and we are going to Paris for the 
weekend.  Shopping.”

(Apologies to Members but she does help me with the MoMo 
so I have to keep her sweet. Yes, well, right, not too combative 
then. Ed).
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Letters to the EditorMMM o m oMMM o m oo m oo m oo m oo m oo m o
a i l

I felt that a short letter was required as my husband and I had the pleasure of spending several hours on both the 7/8 
August at your National Rally held at Thoresby Hall. Both my husband and I are keen and interested in Vintage vehicles 
– oh to own one – maybe, one day! We spoke to several members, each of whom we found friendly, knowledgeable and 
keen to share their love of their own vehicle.
I also picked up several copies of your Morris Monthly and enjoyed Barbara Symonds’ article Winter Storage and am 
slowly working my way through the other articles.
Thank all of you once again for a wonderful interesting few hours – quite made the weekend although our stay at Thorse-
by Hall was as always excellent.  Keep up the wonderful work as trustees of our wonderful motoring past.  Safe driving.

Christine and Ray Edun (non-members)
Formby

Merseyside

Dear Editor and all Morris members,
IMPRESSIONS OF THORESBY AND THE MORRIS REGISTER

Editor’s Comment
Many thanks to Christine and Ray for the unsolicited praise. A great deal of effort goes on behind the scenes of the Morris 
Register and it is good to know that we can impress in this way. We do try to be a friendly bunch, so your comments about the 
members you met is particularly appreciated.

DI’ve been up to Stanford, I’ve been up to Twycross
I’ve been up to Thoresby as Awell
In my Morris car, well, I’ve travelled afar
More miles than my speedo can Dtell
I’ve never been Gfaster than Afifty
And mostly far slower than Dthis
But with screen up and Gwindows wide Aopen
A modern car I’ll never Dmiss.
CHORUS
I’ve a Morris, I’ve a Morris, that I Araised from the dead
It’s four door pre-series with an Dold sliding head
It drinks oil and Gcoughs on unAleaded
But by God to that car I am Dwed.

It’s four great big wings and those scuttly things
Protected by bumpers of Asteel
The doors hinge out backwards and the bonnets go 
sidewards
Instead of a boot there’s a Dwheel
The tyres they are Gcross ply and Anarrow

Wire spokes they are used for the Dwheels
When I am Gdriving my AMorris
Only other nerds know how I Dfeels.
So it’s only a side valve with more squeak than grunt
And the filter’s a gauze in the Asump
There’s always an oil leak and many a rattle
And the fuel pump it may need a Dthump
But when it comes Gtime to reApair it
For any job serious or Dno
You just need some Gspanners by AWhitworth
And in a jiffy you’ll get it to Dgo.

Wherever I park it new friends I will make
Conversation is always the Asame
“Can you still get the parts, especially the tyres?”
“Don’t make ’em like this, what a Dshame!”
It seems all the Gworld they once Ahad one
Or knew someone else who once Ddid
But why is it Galways to AScotland
They travelled for less than five Dquid?

MAURICE THE MORRIS - Lyrics of Bog Oake Song as performed at 
Thoresby, supplied by NEVILLE MORLEY  (Chords shown in BOLD)

Editor’s Note: Apart from one longish letter passed to me concerning a Morris Major engine, and another requesting 
identification of some gear levers, both of which I am saving until next month, there are no other letters awaiting 
publication! So, all you members, isn’t it about time you put pen to paper?!
In particular, and in response to detrimental comments which I understand been made, I can truthfully report that 
I have not had a single letter or email in support of the member who saw fit to register the name Morris Register 
Limited with Companies House. I would welcome any constructive letters on this subject which do not contain 
libellous, misleading or defamatory statements!

They travelled for less than five quid?

04/10
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DATE REGION EVENT CONTACT

5 Sep W Frankie Howerd’s OBE Trust Classic Vehicle Run, Bath

10/11 Sep W BPPC and Swanage Railway Steam Gala - Harman's Cross nr Swanage Paul Nunn 01202 528 470

11 Sep M Peopleton Show, Peopleton, nr. Pershore 01905 840 155

11/12 Sep International Autojumble, Beaulieu 01590 612 345

11/12 Sep EA Barleylands Essex Country Show 01268 290 228

15-20 Sep Wal 50th ANNIVERSARY TOUR OF WALES 02920 703 482 

17/19 Sep M Hanbury Steam Rally, Stoke Prior, nr. Bromsgrove 01527 575 003 

19 Sep M Peopleton Show, Worcs. 01905 840 155

28 Sep EA Battlesbridge Classic Vehicle Show 01268 769 000

28 Sep W Exmoor Run (from Taunton) 01823 412 328

2 Oct MORRIS REGISTER AGM, Blunsdon House Hotel, Swindon

10 Oct EA Castle Point Transport Museum Society 31st Annual Show 01268 684 272 (answer phone)

6/7 Nov W Footman James Restoration Show & Autojumble, Shepton Mallet 0117 907 1000

13 Nov (Prov) CH Chilterns Region AGM, The White Hart. Eynsham, Oxon.

At last year’s rally, we issued flyers advertising an event 
at the National Tramway Museum, Crich, Derbyshire  

- Celebrating 50 years of Morris Motoring 1960 – 2010. 
This was only one of several  rallies, drives and shows held 
nationwide to mark this important anniversary culminating 
in the National Rally at Thoresby Park.
Attendance was up on previous years with 190 classic 
vehicles and over 50 members in modern cars. Overseas 
members came from Denmark, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
America and Ireland. Thanks to all of you. However, it was 
disappointing for us not being able to give a programme or 
brass plaque to the 89 members who turned up on spec on 
the Saturday and Sunday as supplies had run out. 
Due to increased entries, it was decided to move the 
Concours to the bottom field which gave more room to 
manoeuvre and proved very successful with a splendid 
display of motoring history basking in the added bonus of 
sunshine. Bob Beaumont, President, presented trophies 
and plaques to Class winners. The new Class 14: Cars 
under Restoration had 2 entries and it was a pleasure to 
welcome Ken Hibbard’s family to present the trophy in 
Ken’s memory. After the presentation, a toast was made 
with a glass of wine and a slice of a specially commissioned 
anniversary cake.  
A special feature was the outstanding aerobatics display by 
Steve Baker on the Sunday afternoon. It added a special 
ingredient to our 50th Anniversary celebrations, particularly 
when he cut the engine at the top of an immense vertical 
climb, flipped over and started to plummet earthwards - 
breath-taking to say the least! At 8pm on Sunday evening, 
the Red Arrows flew over – someone must have told them 
we liked air displays!
A popular innovation was the provision of individual name 
cards by John Nagle that helped ease communication 

because you knew who you were talking to. Both the 
membership tent alongside the Club Clobber tent were 
busy – especially when wine was served! – and the chrome 
plated Minor chassis from the 1932 Motor show attracted 
a lot of interest. The new marquee was well used and I’m 
sure the youngsters appreciated Claire’s face painting and 
Dizzy Daisy’s entertainment. A couple of weeks before the 
rally, the caterer announced he had double booked but 
Ken thankfully managed to find a replacement and  having 
received good reports on the quality and prices – the 
Lincoln red beef rib-eye steak @ £4 was commended – 
he’ll be back next year.
Our thanks go to many people who provide support and 
help. In particular –  Bob Beaumont (presenting trophies), 
John and Josephine Nagle (membership tent, badges 
and programme), Dave and Gloria Harris (Club Clobber 
tent), John Millar and team (driving games), Christine 
Holden and team (tombola), Bog Oake (our gifted musical 
members), Claire Holden (games and face painting), Paul 
James (rounders), Ena Dixon (judging results) and finally 
all volunteers on reception, marshalling and site clearance. 
You all make our job so much easier.
Did we achieve our objective of a successful, well-
attended event? From verbal feedback and numerous 
complimentary emails, telephone calls and letters received 
during and after the rally, it’s fair to say we did. Not just 
Ken and I as National Rally organisers but all members 
from home and abroad who made the effort to buff up 
their prized classic cars, hitch up their caravans and tents 
or find a nearby bed to lay their heads upon can share in 
that achievement. It proves that  the Morris Register thrives 
in a spirit of friendship and shared interest. 
Next year’s rally will take place on 13th/14th August 2011 
so make a note now.

from CO-ORGANISER, Malco lm Dixon

DD i a r yDD i a r yi a r yi a r y
a t e s

TTT h o r e s b y  a f t e rTTT h o r e s b y  a f t e rh o r e s b y  a f t e rh o r e s b y  a f t e rh o r e s b y  a f t e r
h o u g h t s
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CONGRATULATIONS

from NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, John Nagle

MMM e m b e r s h i pMMM e m b e r s h i pe m b e r s h i pe m b e r s h i pe m b e r s h i pe m b e r s h i pe m b e r s h i pe m b e r s h i p
e a n d e r i n g s

What’s it worth? (See p4): Sorry no asking price for this one.

To Malcolm Dixon and Ken Holden for laying on what has to be the biggest 
and best National Rally anybody can remember. I would like to thank 

them on behalf of everybody who attended for laying on such a successful 
and enjoyable weekend, the climax to which for those of you who stayed 
until 7.50pm on Sunday was a fly past by the Red Arrows.  I hope they didn’t 
book them, otherwise treasurer Phil Butland is going to have a nasty turn!

COMMISERATIONS

To all you Members who missed the event.  Make a note to come next 
year, it is the best value weekend’s fun and entertainment you will ever 

get.  If you have a Tent, Camper or Caravan the total cost is ZERO, and even 
if you don’t you can find an inexpensive B&B to keep your costs down.  Do 
remember you can come with your Morris or a modern car if you prefer.  I 
look forward to seeing an even bigger crowd next year.

COMMUNICATION

Was the theme I set myself for this year’s Rally, and to this end we set 
up a Marquee that contained the Club exhibition stand showing a 

Power Point presentation about the Club.  We took the membership office 
with us and signed up 10 new Members!  Gloria Harris took the Club Shop 
and Jancraft the Club Clobber manufacturers of the Club Clothing, had an 
adjoining tent.  They were both kept busy with Members’ orders, and Gloria 
reported a profitable weekend for the Club.  The Marquee also acted as a 
focal point for Members and it was fun for Josephine and I to greet so many 
of you and for Members to find old friends and new ones too.  The wine 
flowed (as usual) and I apologise to those of you we did not see.

Above: Ken lays out the Trophies

Above: Malcolm discusses finance 
with Treasurer Phil!

The Plowrights camp in style with 
their 1935 Gibson Eccles caravan 
towed by their immaculate Isis 
Saloon.

A busy session in the Members’ 
Marquee. 

Below:The Club’s 1932 chromium plated 
chassis outside the Marquee 

Brought out a crop of Morris vehicles at the George and 
Dragon, the venue for our local Noggin, and I even went 

mad and took some photographs!!  I mention this because I 
am aware that the total number of Noggins around the country 
is in fact quite small. They are good fun and once started take 
no effort to keep running  - just turn up, join in and drink your 
beer!!!!  I said some months ago I would buy the first round for 
the first group to start a new Noggin, but so far I have had no 
requests for payment.
There is no excuse now for not acting, as 
you all have the new directory which puts 
you in contact with all the Members in your 
area.  Just spend a few minutes on the 
phone or e-mailing and you are in business.  
That is after you have found a suitable pub, 
but I am sure that the research will not be a 
hardship!  First orders please!!!!

EVENING JULY SUNSHINE 

New and returning members
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SUCCESS BREEDS SUCCESS   

TOOLED UP FOR THE JOB 

In spite of recent problems, the Club goes from strength to strength.  The National events 
have been a stunning example of the way things are going, with record attendances.  

The Membership will show an INCREASE this year – a situation that other old car clubs 
can only dream of at present.   The Beaulieu Auto Jumble is next on the list, followed 
by the final event of the year - the Classic Car Show at the NEC Birmingham.  Another 
happy month of Morris motoring and the prospect of many more to come. 

I have for many years purchased tools from the Axminster Tool Centre, and have 
been pleased both with the service and equipment.  They sent me a sample of their 

new catalogue that is aimed at vehicle maintenance and restoration.  It is their usual 
informative and well laid out catalogue, but I must say the Imperial screw and spanner 
department is a bit lacking.  No problems for Eight owners however! I thought some 
of you might be interested.  It is available from 0800 371 822 or www.axminster.co.uk

informative and well laid out catalogue, but I must say the Imperial screw and spanner 
department is a bit lacking.  No problems for Eight owners however! I thought some 

NO. MEMBER       LOCATION PHONE e-MAIL                 CAR DETAILS

12434 Peter & Jeanette
Wyatt Clitheroe BB7 01200 440181 jeanette.wyatt2@btinternet.com 1925 Commercial T1 Truck

12435 Owen & Cathy
Farrugia

Bury St. Edmunds
IP33 01284 767815 norsemancometh@googlemail.

com 1936 Eight Series 1 4 Seater Tourer

12436 Lars Holst London SW20 0208 543 5714 lho@cfhmarkets.com 1934 Minor SV 2 Seater Tourer

12437 Michael Borgschulte 48143 Muenster,
Germany m.borgschulte@gmx.de 1939 Eight Series E 4 Seater Tourer

12438 Geoffrey & Sheila
Pilliner Hereford HR2 01432 273 125 1939 Eight Series E 4 Door Saloon

12439 Rod Willis Uxbridge UB10 01895 258 246 rod.willis@hounslow.gov.uk 1935 Eight Pre-Series 2 Door Saloon

12440 Ian & Carole
Westrope Haverhill CB9 01440 731 933 ianwestrope99@yahoo.co.uk 1932 Minor OHC Family 

Eight 4 Dr slid. hd. Saloon

12441 Roger & Lynn
Philpot Banbury OX15 01295 256 982 lynnephilpot@btinternet.com 1934 10/4 Pre-Series 4 Seater Tourer

12442 William McCormick Lanark ML11 01555 663 536 1936 Eight Series 1 2 Seater Tourer

12443 Barry & Kathleen
Springfield-Hunt Scunthorpe DN17 01724 844 807 1938 Eight Series 2 Saloon

12444 Steven Cowen &
Sheila Topley Alresford SO24 woollhead@btconnect.com 1938 Eight Series 2 2 Seater Tourer

12445 Christine Hewitt &
Philip Davis Spalding PE12 01406 331 367 phil@philchris.co.uk 1936 Eight Series 1 4 Seater Tourer

12446 Paul & Sara
Bambrough-Smith Horndean PO8 02392 618 127 psbsmith@ntlworld.com 1924

1933
Cowley Bullnose 11.9
10/4 Pre-Series

4 Seater Tourer
4 Dr slid. hd. Saloon

12447 James Henderson &
Carolyn Halford Clarborough DN22 jrosie2001@aol.com 1933 Minor SV 2 Seater Tourer

12448 Michael Hill &
June Rigby Dudley DY51 01777 709 323 junerigby032@btinternet.com

12449 Paul & Gloria
Moseley Kirby Muxloe LE9 01384 566 717 moseley440@btinternet.com

12450 Julian & Yvonne 
Jankowski Stourbridge DY9 0116 239 2459 mail@jancraft.com

12451 Barry Randall Andover SP10 01384 396 226 1936 Commercial T2 Truck

12452 Alan Adams O.B.E. Comberton CB23 01223 264 097 alan@aadams5.wanadoo.co.uk 1935 Eight Pre-Series 2 Door sliding head 
Saloon

12453 James & Linda
Haywood Ilkeston DE7 0115 930 3537 1935 10/4 Pre-Series 4 Door sliding head 

Saloon

12454 David Brown Lincoln LN9 01522 595 929

12455 Karl Hafele Kaunertal 6524,
Austria 0043 547 5316 weisseespitze@tirol.com 1931 Minor OHC

12456 Russell & Wendy
Simpson Seaford BN25 01323 891 469 1936 Eight Series 1 4 Seater Tourer

12457 John & Stancia
Akerman Maidenhead SL6 01628 784 823 akermjo@aol.com 1938 Eight Series 2 2 Door Saloon

12458 Chris Amos Whitstable CT5 01227 458 883 chrisamos.24@googlemail.com 1933 10/4 Pre-Series 4 Seater Tourer

12459 Brian & Angela
Doggrell Castle Cary BA7 01963 359 069 angelawatson001@btinternet.com1937 Eight Series 1 4 Seater Tourer

12460 Rhys Taylor &
Diane Hale-Fielding

Christchurch 8962, 
N.Z. 00643 388 6657 rhystaylor@xtra.co.nz 1939 14/6 Series 3 4 Door Saloon

New and returning membersNew and returning members WWW a r mWWW a r ma r ma r ma r ma r ma r m
e l c o m e
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Members: A single private small 
ad, with/without a photo, is free.
Non-members: contact the EditorMMM or r i sMMMart

Belgian member Dieter De Roo 
gives an account of his trip to 
Thoresby Park National Rally
Pictures on the back page

Car for Sale
Morris 8 1936 2 door sliding head saloon 
Maroon and black. Tested May 2011 sound 
condition throughout. V. reluctant sale 
£4,900 ono
David Hall
01782 834 569 (Stoke on Trent)

Parts Wanted
For Morris Eight Series 1 1937
Petrol sender unit.
Colin Lazenbury
01733 707 725 (Peterborough)

Car for Sale
Pre-Series Morris Eight Saloon

Registered 1st Jan 1935. My reliable and 
gutsy little car for the last eight years 
now has to make way for a Twelve/Four. 
Far from perfect, but good all round 
condition, fi ve good tyres (two new), tidy 
interior and polishes up quite well. Fresh 
MOT last month. Ideal introduction to 
Morris Motoring. £3950 ovno.
Tom Taylor
01772 316 598 (Preston)

Parts for Sale
For Series II 10 and 12/4 models:
Hundreds of used parts for these cars. 
Engines, gearboxes, axles, doors, interior 
and exterior trim, wings, wheels and 
tyres, glass, electrics, in fact a real barn 
full of all kinds of parts. Located in West 
Sussex and would prefer job lot sales, 
but ask for anything you need. Also Ten 
and Twelve saloons both with fresh MoT 
and three cars as restoration projects.
On behalf of a member with failing 
health.
Trevor Knowles (Non-member)
01444 239 417 or t.knowles1@sky.com 
(Cuckfi eld, W. Sussex)

Car for Sale
1937 Morris 8 Four-door Saloon. 

A rare car in the USA. Motor has been 
completely rebuilt, new paint (green 
over black), new upholstery, headliner, 
carpets, new tyres, new brake system,  
Price in USA dollars:  $13,500.  email for 
photos.
Peter Kneedler (California)
petesuzi2001@netzero.net

Car for Sale
Morris 8 Ser. I:  4 seater tourer (EMM 209) 

Chassis number 135217) 25th March 1937. 
Partly restored steel/ash frame, replace-
ment of major body panels, running 
boards, re-upholstered seats, new loom 
and exhaust but requires completion. 
£2950 ono.
Peter Jeffrey (Ex-member)
01883 342 020/07505 685 045 
(Caterham, Surrey)
PeterJeffery2002@aol.com

Parts for Sale

Two clocks, one from a Twelve Series 
3, the other exactly the same size but 
different face. Neither in working order, 
hence price of only £20 each.
Dudley Hedge
01223 882 057 (Cambridge)

Parts for Sale
For Morris 8 Series 2 
Radiator mascot (no “8” badge) £10. 
Morris Cowley 1929 Flatnose. Pair of 
front wings excellent condition new in 
primer £400 ono. the pair (cost £275 each 
to be handmade). Second hand valance 
pair £30. New valance pair £100. Pair 
dumb iron masks new £50.  Front (bare) 
axle £15. Set S/H aluminium conrods 
for Oxford £40. Steering Wheel for 1929 
Flatnose Cowley, about 3” of surrounding 
celluloid missing £30. Exhaust manifold 
for commercial vehicle £60.
John Holt
01252 783 158 (Farnham Surrey)
ch@eggconnect.net

Car for Sale
1935 Morris 8 Series 1 Tourer (4 seat)

 

MoT May 2011. Owned 13 years. Very 
reliable runner and drives beautifully. 
Mechanically sound, but some cosmetic 
work would improve appearance.  Green 
with black wings. Engine to very good 
Morris 8 Series E one about 5 years ago. 
Stainless steel exhaust. Full weather 
protection. Luggage rack. Sale is because 
I need the garage space for another 
projectt. Many spares included, too 
numerous to mention. (Instruments, 
brake parts, hubs, etc). £5900.
David Fisher 02380 814 355
(Southampton)

Car Wanted
Morris Minor Tourer or Special
Prefer it to be in good condition, getting 
too old for projects.
Geoff Whitehouse
01527 879 255 (Bromsgrove)
geoffpw@gmail.com

Parts Wanted
Either complete 4 speed gearbox for a 
1932 Morris Minor or alteratively just the 
lay (or fi rst motion) shaft.
Andrew Jolleys 
01772 861 124 (Preston)
 aandsjolleys@gmail.com

Parts Wanted
3 brush dynamo Lucas typeC45N complete 
with drive pulley and suitable for 
reconditioning.
Roger Needle
01869 340 028 (Bicester, Oxon)

Parts Wanted
For 1948 Eight Series E
Engine block in good condition
Jim Calder
01847 851 341 (Caithness)

Car for Sale
1935 Morris 10/4 Sliding Head restoration 
project, incomplete.  Lack of funds to 
complete 95%.  Sell at cost £4200.
Albert Tew
01895 237 820 (Uxbridge)

Parts for Sale
Various sound road wheels for sale. £25 
ea buyer collects.
4 x 17” diam Morris 8 1935/Series I
1 x 19” diam Morris Minor 1929/31, 3 stud
1 x 19” diam 10/4 1933 mod. 5 stud
2 x 19”dia Morris Oxford wellbase 
Artillery, 1926-31, 5 stud.
1 x 16” Magna wire wheel, 4 stud in 
square formation, probably not Morris, 4” 
wide inside fl anges.
1 x 16” diam Morris Minor 3 stud, 1934.
1 x Easiclean type, 4 stud, prob. Standard
1 x 19”diam Minor 1932/3, 3 stud Magna
Harry Edwards, Wellwood Farm, Lower 
Stock Road, West Hanningfi eld, Nr 
Chelmsford, CM2 8UY.  01277 840 697

Car for Sale
Morris 8 E 1939 FKP 732 with V5 in need 
of restoration some extra parts.
Fred Burton
0162 2762 584 (Maidstone)
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O v e r s e a s
f f e r i n gOO v e r s e a sOO v e r s e a sv e r s e a sv e r s e a s
f f e r i n g

Belgian member Dieter De Roo 
gives an account of his trip to 
Thoresby Park National Rally
Pictures on the back page

DAREDEVIL DIETER!
When I was 16, I fell in love with a Morris 8 2 seater Tourer. I found him 30 km from my door in a junkyard. 

After several phone calls, I was the proud owner of a rusty piece of English automotive history. During the 
six years of renovation, I planned to drive the car back to his roots on his 75th birthday. I joined the club more than 
one year ago, and thanks to the help of Mr. Malcolm Dixon, I started my journey on August 4, direction UK. Thanks 
to Mr. Fred Newman and his lovely wife Phillys, I was able to park my car and trailer at their place in Tenderden, 
near Dover. Fred was even so polite as to pick me up at Dover!  By the way, thanks again Fred! I left Tenderden at 
12 o’clock destination Ongar, with the intention to take the Dartford Tunnel. Unfortunately for me, my SatNav had 
other intentions, and sent me in heavy rain(with open roof and no side wind screens), in busy traffic, and in a large 
presence of all nationalities, to Ilford. Not really a perfect start of my journey ... ! Through the Blackwall tunnel we 
overcame the Thames. At 6 o’clock in the evening my first day ended in a hotel room. After filling a ¼ litre of oil, 
the next morning we left toward Lincoln. Approaching Cambridge I noticed an old-timer in a parking lot. Almost 
unbelievably I actually recognized the car, from a meeting in Belgium 3 years ago. It was a Panhard Levassor, 1925, 
with wood boat tail body. They were on their way to a Bugatti meeting in Prescott. Apparently, there are more 
people with a passion for adventure in a prewar car - I thought I had a deviation. After Peterborough I arrived at 
Lincoln. A full check-up was needed and even the gearbox and rear diff. oil got my full attention. On Friday at 11 
am I reached my B & B at Laxton.
The son of the 80 year old proprietress was also be passionate about technology. On Saturday morning he showed 
me his wonderful collection of old tractors. John and Pam Brett (who sell second hand M8 parts) also stayed at the 
B & B, so every morning we were chatting about the Morris meeting and laughing a lot about other things.
The Thoresby meeting was a special experience. I had never seen so many Morris cars together, and an equal 
amount of passionate people. At Ian Harris’s place I bought some spare parts. And Gideon Booth told me details 
about my M8 that I never could discover or know. Many people came by for a chat and to share their knowledge 
with me, and therefore many thanks! Saturday night in the Old Riding School was a strange experience for me. But 
I had a very pleasant conversation with a couple, who I will keep good memories of. Unfortunately I forgot their 
name, maybe they can mail me? But it was too late and too dark outside, to bring my M8 again on the road. The 
car had already begun his beauty sleep and for the first time after 75 years he was back between his old friends. 
Malcolm and Ines brought me home and thanks to a drunken man who showed us the wrong way, our journey 
lasted 1 hour longer! I also honestly need to tell that I didn’t recognised the road in the dark …! But I got back 
to my B & B. The judging system was something totally unknown for me, but I ever dare to launch this system in 
Belgium. Pity that in all categories, prizes were very often given to those who had spent the most money on his car 
and not a car that with love and old parts has been restored. After all, cars in original condition with weathered 
paint and interior are the greatest treasures, because they give an accurate picture of how the cars used to look 
like. This is just a personal opinion, of course. Neil Pye showed me many details about the side windows, so I can 
replicate it completely at home. John and son James Ellis told me all the details on the exact tuning of the engine 
and the carburettor, so I can run it this winter. Lucky me that I could meet these people, (like my other people at 
Thoresby Park)!
On Monday morning, I started my trip back home! The weather was beautiful, 25 degrees, and I managed to 
drive  from Ollerton to Maidstone in one day! Only fuel stops gives me some delay. Tuesday was not so pleasant. 
I stayed in my hotel room until 11 am because it was raining heavily. From there in a gentle rain I  left to take the 
bridge over the Thames. The miles on the M25 towards Dartford were partly due to the rain. It was an uncanny 
experience, fortunately the nice view compensated for the tension and stress. Trucks can be large and impressive! 
Along the way I came by a restoration company that mainly rebuild old racing Jaguars. The proud owner gave me 
a tour of his company and told me that they restored some years ago an M8 or M10 with dickey seat.. The customer 
had bought the car new in England and she was provided with a special body. Restoration of a Morris or a Jaguar, 
what’s in a name… .
Ashford was chosen as a last English sleep resort, to leave Fred at 1 pm.
For those of you who are interested in figures, following data:
 Total fuel consumption in uk:   112 litres fuel or £132 
 Total distance driven in uk:   1238 Km or 773.75 Miles
 Average fuel consumption in uk:  9.04 l/100 km or  3.28 gallons /100 miles
From my home to Tenderen I drove 232 km or 145 miles and from Tenderden to Thoresby Park 546 km or 341 
miles.
So I drove 486 miles to reach Thoresby Park!!!
Not exactly a short drive so, but an adventure for me and a top performance for the car on his 75th anniversary! 
Feel free to contact me at: dietro123@hotmail.com
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Belgian member Dieter De Roo 
with his Eight Two-Seater


