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Built and registered in October 1939 and with the original number taken off it in 1997, this car was issued with the current 
number which is non transferrable. It had the same lady owner for nearly 32 years. In 1972 the mileage was 25,437. The 
car was then off the road for 25 years, after which it was MoT`d in 1997, the mileage then was 27,830. In the subsequent 

12 years the car has done only 1,060 miles with the MoTs to verify. The odometer now reading 28,877. Although there is no way 
to prove that this is the genuine mileage, the condition of the Morris would suggest that it may well be. It has never been welded, 
nor does it even begin show that it will do so in the future. It is in very good solid condition. It has been Waxoyled and under-
sealed throughout. The body of the car is also solid, it would however require painting as the car has microblisters throughout the 

paint, and a few scrapes here and there, 
although the car does polish up well. The 
whole engine has been rebuilt and the head 
converted to run unleaded, all done profes-
sionally by local engineering fi rms at a cost 
of over £1200, with bills to prove. Almost 
£2000 has been spent on the car in recent 
years. It was MoT’d till October 2009

The eBay selling price?
Answer on Page 27

1939
Series M 
Morris 10

Please refer to your 
Morris Register Handbook, 
which you received with 
your membership card on 
renewal

COVER PHOTO:  David Randall’s 1935 Oxford Twenty

The Morris Register operates a spares service that could help you to keep your Morris on the road. The 
Service is run by a few dedicated volunteers in their own free time.

Stock items mainly comprise small engine, transmission, electrical and brake parts for the ‘8’ and ‘10’ 
models with a limited stock of similar parts for other Morris models. Body and trim parts are not stocked 
and it is not possible, given the voluntary nature of the service, to stock any of the larger and heavier 
components. We cannot, and do not, carry every conceivable spare part, but our service often includes 
the knowledge of where parts can be obtained, and we can generally point members in the right direction.

The service does not include any second-hand items, although we do know of a number of dealers and 
traders (some of whom are Register members) who specialise in used spares and we can redirect members to 
them where appropriate. We no longer produce a catalogue, but a stock list is in the course of preparation.

Given the limited capability of the service, it is preferable for members to enquire fi rst before placing an 
order that we may be unable to fulfi l. Some “out of stock” items can be sourced fairly quickly in cases 
where alternatives are not available, and the primary objective of the spares service is to assist members 
to get what they want as quickly as possible, even if it means redirecting them to other sources.
By phone: 07950 972401 (limited response hours)
By e-mail:  thespares@morrisregister.co.uk
By post to:  The Spares Service
  Hey Cottage,
  Heyside Royton
  OLDHAM OL2 6LW
Payments to “MoClub Ltd” by: Cheque or Credit Card - No cash please.
Please remember the Service is run by members for the benefi t of other members in their own time 
amidst many other family and personal priorities. Much as we would like, we cannot provide an 
overnight service or be expected to deal with orders by return of post.
What we can, and will do, is our utmost to make sure you get the parts you need!

T h e  M o r r i s  R e g i s t e r  S p a r e s  S e r v i c e
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ED ITOR  Rob  Symonds  w r i t e s :

If you have just read the Chairman’s piece above, you will 
saddened to hear that Harry Edwards is stepping down as 
Journal editor and that explains non-arrival of the Journal 

you were expecting along with this Morris Monthly. I have very 
much enjoyed working with Harry over the past year as compiler 
of the Journal, and hope that he will be able to continue to 
make his very valued contributions. I have assured him that space will always 
be available in Morris Monthly, and I hope that, without the pressures of having 
to produce specifi c amounts of material for particular deadlines, he will enjoy 
a more relaxed approach to submitting copy. Certainly, there is a historical 
component to our shared interest in old cars, and I am conscious of the need to 
meet this in Morris Monthly, so who better than Harry to do this? 

The months seem to be fl ying by and I can hardly believe this is my fi fth Morris 
Monthly!  Now that Spring has sprung and we are up and running with our cars 
there should be plenty of cars and events to feature  from now on if the response 
to my appeal for Drive-It-Day reports and pictures is anything to go by. Thanks 
go to all who responded - there were so many pictures that, as you will see, I 
decided to make this a special edition, so I am holding a few other items over 
until next month.  Please do keep reports of events coming in, even if you are the 
only Morris Register representative we still want to hear your story and see your 
pictures!

CHA IRMAN  Dave  Har r i s  w r i t e s :

It is with great regret that I have to inform you that Harry 
Edwards has decided to hang up his Editor’s hat so there 
will be no more Journals. I hope that Harry will contribute 

regularly to the Morris Monthly.  From now on, please send all 
your articles to Rob Symonds for inclusion in the Morris Monthly 
whether it be historical or modern.

I was just thinking about next year’s 50th anniversary of the 
Morris Register. It would be good to put on a special display at Ardingly with 
possibly three or four vehicles from each region. This would make a really good 
display and promote the Club.  I hope all regions will be able to attend.  For 
further information about the Ardingly Show please contact either myself or Jeff 
Anderson at southeastchairman@morrisregister.co.uk.

If regions are putting on a special run or display throughout the year for the 50th 
anniversary, please let Rob know so he can put it in the Morris Monthly.  I would 
like to see regions getting together for runs and shows, it would be a good way of 
meeting fellow members and having different cars on display. Get your thinking 
caps on!
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f rom  SECRETARY,  Mike  B rear s

N O T I C E  O F  E X E C U T I V E  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G

A further reminder that the next Executive Committee Meeting will be held on Saturday 25th July 2009 
starting at 10.30 a.m. at the Coventry Transport Museum not (as earlier indicated) at King Edward’s 

School in Birmingham, details will be sent out to all Executive Offi cers shortly.

RESOLUTIONS FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON 3rd OCTOBER 2009

If any member has a proposal they would like to put for consideration as a resolution at the AGM it needs 
to be submitted in writing either by post or e-mail to the Secretary by no later than Wednesday 22nd July 

2009 so that it can be included on the agenda for the Executive meeting on the 25th. This is also so that details 
of resolutions can be included on the voting papers that will be posted out with the September newsletter.

S U R P L U S  A R C H I V E  M AT E R I A L

One of the by-products of buying items at auction is that you can’t always guarantee that you are not 
going to get duplicates of some things, such is the case with some of the lots bought recently. It has been 

decided that where we have multiple copies of some Operation Manuals and specifi c vehicle brochures, these 
will be available for sale to members. The cost is £12.50 each including post and packing if anyone would like 
any item please contact the Secretary who by the time you read this will have (he hopes) a list of the spare 
items. Orders will be treated on a fi rst come fi rst serve basis – so be quick.

J O U R N A L  B A C K  I S S U E S

Following the item in last month’s “Morris Monthly” the list of available back issues has grown. We can 
now provide original copies of some Journals dating back to 1971. Some editions are very limited in 

number and therefore all applications will be treated on a fi rst come fi rst serve basis. A list has been prepared 
and is available by post or e-mail, if anyone wishes to complete their set please let the Secretary know your 
requirements. There is a charge for this but if you supply a self addressed envelope the only cost will be 
postage.
To receive your back issues apply by post to The Secretary, Morris Register, 72 Headcorn Drive, Canterbury, 
Kent, CT2 7TX or by e-mail to thesecretary@morrisregister.co.uk 
As an add-on to the above, if anyone has spare original copies of Volume 7 No 6 (Summer 1974) and Volume 
8 No 5 (Spring 1977) your Secretary would be most grateful. As an alternative a good colour copy will do.
G E T  W E L L  N O T E S

Sue Stempt, widow of South East member Peter Stempt, has written to ask me to give a mention to Dick 
Buckles who as some of you know has not been well recently. Dick is now home after spending fi ve weeks 

in hospital. Although Dick’s wife May and son Richard are pleased to have him home it does mean that he 
needs constant care.
For newer members Dick edited the Newsletter for ten years before handing over to Barry Rogers in July 
1999, he also started the Ripley Noggin many years ago and was a regular on the show circuit for a long time.
I’m sure that all who know Dick both through the Newsletter or the Surrey Noggin will wish him all the best 
and hope that his ailments do not cause him too much discomfort.

5
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S E E N  A N D  H E A R D
Dave Harris has heard of a 1929 Morris Oxford 
Sports Coupe, allegedly 1 of only 6 left, MOTd till 
February, needs TLC, £4500, no offers.
Contact no. is 07970 754 136.

C O R N I S H  N O G G I N / G E T  TO G E T H E R ?
Simon Evans from Truro is keen to contact other 
members in Cornwall with a view to at least one get 
together this Summer. If interested, contact him at 
simesathome@msn.com or 01872 274 725.
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from JOINT NATIONAL RALLY
ORGANISER, Malcolm Dixon

An encouraging number of applications have 
already been received for this year’s National 
Rally and hopefully a lot more to come in the 

next few weeks. A word from the wise – don’t put your 
application form in a safe place to fi ll out at a later 
date – do it now just in case, like me, you have the 
odd senior moment, and forget to fi ll it in before the 
due date. And please remember to enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope for return of your pass.
If any of you have friends who own a non-Morris 
classic or historic vehicle, they are welcome to join 
us at Thoresby as a guest. Please let me know and I’ll 
send a guest application form. The event is free to 
Morris Register members.
A welcome suggestion which we are happy to fulfi l is 
the provision of tables and chairs near the catering 
van where you can relax and enjoy your food in 
comfort.  
Another good idea from a member is to have an 
open forum over the weekend where we can discuss 
topics of interest. There will be a wealth of technical 
expertise available for anyone who has that odd 
knotty problem and it’s always good to get members 
talking and exchanging experiences and advice. It 

needn’t be too long – maybe an hour on the Saturday 
afternoon.
Elsewhere in this issue is an article from Tom Taylor 
of the Spares Section. Please take this opportunity 
of meeting Tom and Graham in the club marquee 
over the weekend to collect pre-ordered spares and 
discuss future needs. 
A talented member has offered to bring his guitar and 
entertain us over the weekend and we’re pleased to 
accept. Any other budding artistes out there? Please 
get in touch if you’d like to contribute.
Looking forward to 2010 and the Morris Register 
50th Anniversary, we had a suggestion to hold an 
event at the Crich Tramway Museum, Derbyshire 
over the of 12/13th June 2010. We’d need at least 
50 vehicles to make it a success. As a cross-regional 
event, perhaps those members who think Thoresby is 
too far to travel would consider attending?
Did you read my article last month and notice the 
photograph? Just to clarify – I’m Chairman of 
East Midlands and Yorkshire region and not the 
Morris Register. It was an unintentional short lived 
promotion.
Keep those applications rolling in!

DATE REGION EVENT CONTACT
6-7 Jun EA Aldham Old Tyme Rally, White Colne, CO6 2PP
7 Jun CH Sherbucks Summer Run, start at Little Chalfont 01494 712540
7 Jun M Hartlebury Transport Day, Worcs.
7 Jun W Seaton Tramway - 15th Annual Vintage Vehicle Rally
10 Jun SE Kent Noggin Old Car Run, Western Rd. Car Park, Borough Grn. 01322 529946
11-13 Jun SE South of England Agricultural Show, Ardingly RH17 6TL 01865 730730
18 Jun Wales Welsh Region Treasure Hunt (combined with N and N)
20 Jun CH Denham Open Day, Martin Baker Social Club, Denham UB9 5DA 01923 674811
20 Jun W Vintage and Classic Vehicle Weekend, Brent Knoll 01278 789145
21 Jun Wales Under Milk Wood Run from Bracelet Bay to Laugharne 01443 432542
20-21 Jun SE SCHVPT Rally, Edenbridge, Surrey 01342 714864
20-21 Jun SE Sussex Country Fair, Parham Park, Near Pulborough RH20 4HS
27 Jun Wales Dyffryn Garden Visit
27-28 Jun M Severn Valley Railway 1st 1940s Weekend
4 Jul SE Old Car Evening at the Three Horshoes, Knockholt 01322 529946
4-5 Jul M Severn Valley Railway 2nd 1940s Weekend
11-12 Jul SE Ardingly VCV Show, Ardingly Showground RH17 6TL
11-12 Jul W 36th Historic Vehicle Gathering, Powderham Castle, Nr. Exeter
12 Jul Haverhill Historic Transport Rally Chris 01376 342 782
19 Jul M Much Marcle Rally, Ledbury, Herefords.
19 Jul W Classics at the Castle, Sherborne 01935 474630
19 Jul W Devon Coastal Run HTC 01803 559 090
17-19 Jul SE Kent County Show, Detling, Maidstone ME14 3JF
17-19 Jul SE S.E. Region Barbecue & Camping Weekend, Piltdown 01273 306817
26 Jul W Riviera Classic Car Show, Painton 01803 523015
25-26 Jul SE Ringmer Steam and Country Show, The Broyle, Nr. Lewes BN8 5AP Barry 01903 233240
29 Jul W 26th Noggin, Nosh and Natter, George Inn, Longbridge Deverill
1-2 Aug W WSR Vintage Vehicle Rally, Bishops Lydiard info@wrsa.org.uk
1-2 Aug W Wroughton Classic 2009 0844 371 8341
8-9 Aug MORRIS REGISTER NATIONAL RALLY, Thoresby Park
9 Aug Morris Day at Nuffield Place, nr. Henley-on-Thames RG9 5RY 
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from JOINT NATIONAL RALLY
ORGANISER, Malcolm Dixon

from WEBMASTER,
      Jim Riglar

MEMBERS’ AREA 
PASSWORD

is currently

 supden

..... to design the LOGO for 
the 50th Anniversary  of the 
Morris Register in 2010.
Ideas/entries to the Editor, 
please.
Closing Date end of August

On average, the website is visited by about 175 visitors 
per day, each of whom looks at an average of 4 of the 

108 published web pages. The visitors, whilst dominated 
by the UK are from across the globe.  The website also 
supports 29 e-mail accounts and 2 mailing lists. The web 
pages provide access to over 520 fi les (these range from 
Membership application forms through the back catalogue 
of Journals to a brochure detailing the 1931 season’s Morris 
cars) and in excess of 540 images (dominated by a mix of 
vehicle photos and magazine cover pictures).  

F U T U R E  D E V E L O P M E N T S

Over the past year, website development has focussed 
on the sometimes rapid expansion of the website. 

Now that this pace has slowed, it is time to review the 
content, structure and functionality of the site. Planned 
changes include a move of the Members’ Gallery (have you 
submitted a photo of your pride and joy?) from the Public 
area to the Members’ area and to make it available using 
modern photo gallery software. This is currently under 
test and by the time you read this article the changes may 
have already happened. An on-line forum was developed 
some time ago, but following problems experienced by 
another car club, was not activated. This may now go live 
in the Public area on a trial basis. If it works well it will be 
maintained, otherwise if abused, it will be removed. On-
line membership application is currently under test, but 
this really needs to be supported by an on-line payment 
method which has yet to be developed. The ever growing 
Members’ area archive of vehicle data needs to be presented 
in manageable chunks; this will probably involve sub-
dividing the information across a number of new pages. 
Current advertising revenue means that the website is 
almost cost neutral to the register and this despite the fact 
that we have had to purchase additional storage space for 
the ever growing site. A number of recent enquiries, if they 
result in purchased website advertising, will mean that the 
website will not only run at no cost to the Register, but also 
generate revenue.  

One aspect worthy of individual attention is that 
supporting the Morris Vehicle Sections (MVS). 

Currently the 8 MVS is running very successfully using 
a website mailing list. Similar arrangements exist for the 
Minor MVS, although take-up on this has been very slow. 
I am keen that the website provides support to all of the 
MVSs, whether by mailing lists or other means, but before 
undertaking this I am keen to explore with the MVS co-
ordinators whether the scope of each MVS is correct and if 
the boundaries between them should be modifi ed. Perhaps 
the most confusing example would be for a Morris 25 
Series 3. Should this be covered by the 25 MVS, the Series 
3 MVS or the Six Cylinder Cars MVS or by all three? Of 
course if it had been cut down and converted into a small 
truck or pick-up, would it also qualify for the Commercial 
MVS?
If you have a computer with internet access or can 
use one at a local facility such as public library, why 
not visit our website: www.morrisregister.co.uk?
There is a wealth of information in both the Public 
and Members’ areas of the website. You might 
be surprised by how much useful information is 
available. 
Do you have archive material which may be of use 
or interest to other members and which you are 
prepared to make available for copying into an 
electronic format? If you do, please let me know by 
e-mail: thewebmaster@morrisregister.co.uk or in 
writing to me at: 70 Alderton Way, Trowbridge, 
Wiltshire, BA14 0UH.
Equally if you believe improvements could be 
made to the website, let me know. After all the 
website is fi rst and foremost your site and for your 
use, benefi t and enjoyment. 

W E B S I T E  C O N T E N T  ( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  l a s t  m o n t h )

FA C T S  A N D  F I G U R E S 
Access to both the Eight and Minor MVS, both of which now operate on e-mail “mailing lists” can be 

gained from another page in the Members’ area. Finally, do you have spares which you want or have 
available for sale? A spares wanted/for sale is available for your use.

M O TO R  V E H I C L E  S E C T I O N S

M O R R I S  R E G I S T E R  H A N D B O O K :  c o r r e c t i o n
Region No.4: Tony Nathan, 01702 589643, ajn@nathan68.com
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PENRITH RUGBY CLUB SUNDAY 7th JUNE
Gideon and Yvonne Booth would like to invite anybody who has an old car to come and display it at a Charity Day for 
Breast Cancer at Penrith Rugby Club.
Please ring them on 01931 714 624 for any details.

EDITOR: Audrey Frampton 01273  306817  P.O.BOX 1608, Brighton, BN2 6LS
ISSUE 463

S P E C I A L  K E N T  N O G G I N  E V E N T S

Weds 10th June: OLD CAR RUN, Western Rd. Car 
Park, Borough Green at 8p.m.

Weds 8th July: OLD CAR EVENING at the Three 
Horse Shoes, from 8 p.m.

Several local Morrises were among the 85 vehicles which set off from the White Hart Inn just north of the Ardingly 
Showground on Sunday 26th April. Having booked in and collected a route sheet and a St. George’s Day fl ag, freshly 

cooked bacon butties seemed to be the order of the day before drivers set off for their choice of fi nish, depending on the 
size of their vehicle. Most of the smaller vehicles including the Morrises chose the Half Moon in West Sussex.

D R I V E - I T- D AY  ( s e e  p i c t u r e s  o n  Pa g e  1 6 )

A good selection of Morris vehicles from several regions joined the 196 entries which included 8 steam wagons and 
tractors at the Crystal Palace Park for the run down to Brighton. From our marshalling point at the base of Clayton 

Hill, the time gaps between vehicles for the fi rst couple of hours was notably lengthier than other years. Sometimes it 
was obvious when a pall of smoke was seen slowly creeping nearer, that others would be waiting back to overtake once 
they reached the safety of the straight before approaching Clayton Hill. Around 11 a.m. vehicles fi nally came through 
thick and fast but quite quickly everything slowed to a halt. The Scammell was hailed to tow the Tate & Lyle Sugar’s 
1913 McCurd van up the hill. Ray escorted behind with the Land Rover. Returning to the bottom of the hill to collect the 
Ardingly banners, Ray, too, was then hailed to tow a Ford drop-side lorry up the hill so fi nally both marshals’ vehicles 
had had work to do. From Clayton Hill to Brighton, the A23 was practically at a standstill, so how long would it take for 
all the Run participants to reach the seafront? How many more would be boiling? Having detached the Ford by a garage
where it could take on water Ray took a short cut to Madeira Drive to collect his packed lunch and 
start fi lming the vehicle lines. He was pleased then to hear the 
announcement that John Miller’s Series Y ambulance had been 
awarded 3rd in its Class. Well done John!

H C V S  L O N D O N - B R I G H TO N  ( s e e  p i c t u r e s  o n  Pa g e  3 2 )

17-19th July
SE REGION ANNUAL CAMPING 

AND BARBECUE WEEKEND
Old Star House, Piltdown, E. Sussex,

courtesy of the Longhurst family.

Free camping from Thurs. night. Barbecue 
free but food brought towards it welcome.

Contact: Ray on 01273 306 817, with 
numbers attending and offers of food. 

EDITOR: Margaret Molyneux 01229 584972
email: dmmmem@tiscali.co.uk

T R A N S  -  P E N N I N E  G A Z E T T E

C U M B R I A  N O G G I N

This month’s noggin was enjoyed by 8 people at Bill and Sue's house near Carlisle in April. Even though 
we only get small numbers at our noggins it is always a very good night. We are  spread over such a large 

area that most of us have to travel 50 or 60 miles to a Noggin so this just shows how much we enjoy it! 

FOR DETAILS OF THE NEXT NOGGIN PLEASE RING 01229 584 972 OR EMAIL dmmmem@tiscali.co.uk.
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E a s t  M i d l a n d s  a n d  Yo r k s h i r e  R e g i o n
L o c a l         P a g e

EDITOR: Ken Holden 01274-882574 email: kenneth@kennethholden.wanadoo.co.uk
Hill Top Farm, New Park Road, Queensbury, Bradford BD13 1PN

A N N U A L  D I N N E R  A N D  D A N C E

Twenty-eight people, who all seemed to have a very good 
time, attended the annual dinner/dance at Cleckheaton 

Golf Club. There were not many who danced to The Big 
Band Sound. All enjoyed the various meals. The Raffl e 
caused one or two laughs, as usual most people ended up 
with a prize (to those who didn’t, “sorry”). With so few 
people making use of the dance facility, it was discussed 
during the evening whether we should just have a meal next 
year which would make it cheaper and hopefully get more 
to attend. As you will see from the pictures, most people 
had a very enjoyable evening, for which we must thank 
Trevor Willsden for organising this event.
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E A S T  M I D L A N D S  A N D  Y O R K S H I R E  D R I V E - I T- D AY
S e e  p i c t u r e s  o n  P a g e  1 7

The Morris Register was invited by the Triumph 
Sports Six Club to take part in their run to Eden 
Camp near Malton, starting at Seacroft near Leeds. 

We had also been invited to attend a Run up to the Lakes.
After a discussion we decided to go for the shorter run. A 
month previously we had a lot of people who were going 
to participate but nearer the day the numbers dwindled. 
Mike Naylor asked me to attend in my Cowley so his 
Bullnose Oxford wouldn’t be the only slow car there, after 
a bit of arm-twisting, I agreed to go in my Cowley. The 
Sunday arrived and what a beautiful day it was, cold but 
nice and sunny. I set off with the hood up and most of the 
side screens in, with only the front ones out. As we were on 
our way Christine said she was cold: I replied it would get 
warmer as the day goes on which it did (thankfully). We 
arrived at The Old Red Lion at Seacroft to be marshalled in 
by Edward Horner who most of you know from Thoresby. 
(Just to get a plug in). Trevor Willsden with his butcher’s 
van was the fi rst of one to arrive; he was there before the 
organiser. As he had parked up, we continued the line of 
Morrises. There were Triumphs of all types arriving, all 
being lined up in neat rows. The next Morris to arrive 
was our Chairman in his old Eight, which he had given 
one of his sons, but obviously had borrowed back. Out 
got Malcolm and to my surprise so did Mike Naylor. I 
enquired as to where was the Bullnose. He thought I was 
joking and would have come in the twelve (WRONG). The 
Chairman then asked why I still had last year’s tax disc (its 
replacement was still on the sideboard at home). He was 
a fi ne one to ask as he was in the same position (i.e. had 
forgotten to put it in). We all set off at a steady pace on 
the way to York, where we pulled in to Tesco’s car park. 
Most people got out to use the facilities. (Don’t forget it 
was cold). This was the rendezvous for other groups to 
meet. To be honest, it was quite warm in the sun when just 
standing around. After a quick coffee, time to carry on to 
our destination. We set off on the A64 again towards the 
East Coast.  At the turn off to Hull and Bridlington on the 
A1079 and A166 respectively, we took the A166 towards 

Stamford Bridge. Just before Stamford we turned left and 
followed a very country road all the way to Malton. I was 
surprised how most of the much quicker Triumphs just 
followed us and didn’t overtake. Only one GT6 did, and 
when it went past it sounded sweet as a nut. The car takes 
part in the Classic run to Le Mans each year. We passed 
through Malton and onto Eden Camp. As we arrived at 
Eden Camp a queue formed as the organiser had arranged 
a discount for attendees. When I pulled up to the kiosk to 
pay, the gent said that the organiser had paid mine, which 
was very nice. We were then all lined up in a separate car 
park to the public, but this proved not big enough, so some 
had to go into the normal car park. Malcolm just happened 
to park at the side of one of our members who we have not 
seen for a while. After a bit of leg pulling they promised to 
attend the West Riding Noggin again. We then went round 
all the exhibits in and outside the mission huts. In between 
looking at the exhibits we stopped and had lunch. We took 
one or two pictures lining up all the Morrises to take the 
pictures, placing Morris Register signs on the front. We 
all then said our goodbyes and thanked Alan Heaton for 
inviting us. We set off on a gentle run back home, having 
decided to go back the way we had come to avoid the A64 
as much as possible. Just before we reached the A1, I had 
to stop to change over onto reserve. As you all know, I 
have no fuel gauge apart from the one on top of the tank, 
which is under the bonnet. When we reached Seacroft, 
Trevor turned off and Malcolm/Mike and Christine and I 
turned to go the opposite way round the ring road. When 
we reached Malcolm’s turnoff he asked if we were calling 
for coffee, but we declined, as I didn’t want to have to stop 
again. It was getting very cold now as the sun was loosing 
its heat. We had also put the other sidescreens in to try be 
a little warmer. We arrived home safely, which concluded 
a very good day out. I hope those who went elsewhere had 
a very good day too. A report and some pictures would be 
nice, so get those pens and pencils out, and don’t forget the 
pictures, too.

Notts Derby & Leics Meeting
April to Sept

1st Tuesday at New Crown Inn, 
Cavendish Bridge

3rd Tuesday at Chequers Inn,
Stanton-by-Dale

Ring Tony Plowright on 0115 9251834

West Riding Meeting
3rd Wednesday of the month at The 
Wheel Inn, Bradford Road, Wrenthorpe, 
Nr Wakefi eld. One Mile off M1 junction 
41 in the direction of Wakefi eld.

Sutton Meeting
4th Wednesday of the month

at The Anne Arms Sutton.
Ring Ken Holden on 01274 882574

07/09
assistance@vintagecarriages.net
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My apologies for missing the Noggin and Natter last month, this was due to a senior moment, for which I am now 
fully qualifi ed! Chairman John led a discussion about events, and the following were agreed on - please make a 

note in your diary and support these local events if at all possible:
Sun. 14th June Austin 7 rally at Bryngarw Country Park, Bryncethin.  Contact- Harry Hales, Johnstown, Carms.
Thurs. 18th June Our Treasure Hunt combined with the regular N & N.
Sun. 21st June Under Milk Wood Run from Bracelet Bay (Mumbles Head) to   
  Laugharne.  Details from John Howells 01443 432542
Sat. June 27th Our visit to Dyffryn Gardens, St Nicholas in the Vale of Glamorgan
Sat. 18th July Our Run to Aberglasney Gardens / House (Nr. Botanic Gardens)  
Sat. 1st August Our Run to Cyfarthfa Castle museum & grounds, Merthyr Tydfi l.   
  Gorgeous weather is booked for all of these dates. 

EDITOR: Tom Bourne M.B.E., 02920 703482 morris@tombourne.fsnet.co.uk
1 Clinton Road, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan. CF64 3JB

WELSH REGION NEWSLETTER
CYLCHLYTHYR RHANBARTH CYMRU

COFESTR

MORRIS

Our special event for Drive-it-Day on the 26th April 
featured Morrises from all over South and West 

Wales teaming up with the VSCC and the RREC for a visit 
to Aberdulais Falls near Neath.  The early morning drizzle, 
which may have deterred some from attending, stopped 
at precisely 10.30, just as we were due to set off from the 
Aubrey Arms at Bonvilston for the drive along the A48 
through the Vale of Glamorgan past Bridgend and on to 
Pyle.  From here the route passed Margam Country Park 
with its Abbey and backdrop of wooded hills, and on in 
the other direction spectacular 
views over Kenfi g Burrows with 
Swansea Bay in the background.  
Within this landscape the 
steelworks then became more 
prominent as we joined the 
M4 for the short burst around 
Port Talbot, before following 
the Neath Valley as far as 
Aberdulais.   
A splendid assortment of vintage 
cars was lined up in the lay-by 
and in the small car park over 
the road from the National Trust property at Aberdulais 
Falls, and much time was spent chatting and greeting old 
friends over a cup of tea/coffee and home made cakes 
in the tea room, which is run by Trust volunteers and is 
located in the restored Old Works Library.  Anyone who 
may have been expecting this to be a classic National 
Trust site with an old country mansion set in extensive 
landscaped gardens would be in for a surprise, as this site 
is actually the only surviving example of a small water 
powered tin plate works, and is very signifi cant in terms 
of the industrial history and economy of South Wales.  
The technology developed here was later refi ned and used 
on a massive scale in a number of large local steelworks, 
particularly Trostre and Velindre, making Wales’ tinplate 

industry of international importance. 
The history of the site goes back before that, and for over 
400 years water has provided the energy to drive the 
wheels of industry, starting with the processing of copper 
in 1548, when such industry relied on water power, and 
before the use of coal enabled the massive expansion of the 
metal processing industry in the nearby Lower Swansea 
Valley.  The energy of the Dulais River as it cascades down 
the gorge here has been harnessed for a wide variety of 
uses over the years, and there was also a corn mill on this 

site which was the subject of 
a painting by Turner in 1796.  
The National Trust has made 
a superb job of restoring and 
preserving this site, but as we 
looked around at the various 
remains of the furnaces and 
the annealing works, with 
the tinning house where the 
annealed and pickled steel sheet 
would be dipped in molten 
tin, before being rinsed and 
polished, we could only think of 

what the conditions would have been like for the people 
who worked here, without the health and safety provisions 
that we have in place today.
Focal point of the site is the turbine house and waterwheel, 
where the Trust has again harnessed the power of the 
river to generate electricity to supply this site and the 
neighbouring pub.  This is largest water wheel currently 
used in Europe to generate electricity, and makes the site 
self suffi cient in energy.
After a pleasant picnic lunch, members set off in various 
directions to visit other attractions in the area.  Our thanks 
are due to John Rogers for the role he played in organising 
this event.

E D I TO R I A L

D R I V E - I T- D AY  ( S e e  P i c t u r e s  o n  P a g e  2 0 )



12

N o r t h  W e s t  R e g i o n  N e w s l e t t e r

EDITOR: Tom Taylor on 01772 316598   e-mail: t.taylo@o2.co.uk
57 Clough Avenue, Walton-le-Dale, Preston, Lancashire, PR5 4LQ

Where was everyone and their old cars on Drive-It-
Day? Having done our Regional Trough of Bowland 

Run the weekend before, it fell nicely for a Drive-It-Day 
run with the Preston Vintage Club to which I also belong, 
but apart from the forty or so cars assembled in the car 
park of the village hall at Knowle Green near Longridge 
and taking part in the splendidly enjoyable Treasure Hunt 
in the Lancashire villages that followed, Kate and I saw 
not a single classic vehicle out on the roads that day – or 
any parked in the owner's driveways come to that. Nobody 
could blame the weather for the conspicuous absences 
either, for it was another lovely sunny day with hardly a 
cloud in the sky. I know that other Regions had events 
planned for the day, but I wonder what was happening 
elswhere in the country? 

I briefl y mentioned the Trough of Bowland Run in last 
month's North West Region newsletter, but Christine 
Truslove has written a more detailed account which may 
appear elsewhere in this issue of Morris Monthly along 
with one or two of the many photographs taken on the 
weekend.

Gary Clarke tells me he continues to liaise with the staff 
at The Anson Engine Museum at Poynton concerning our 
Regional Gathering at the Museum on Sunday 14th June 
and it only remains for North West members to turn out 
in force to support the event. As I mentioned last month, 
there is lots to see and do at the Museum, but it is just as 
much about getting together with our Morrises as anything 
else. Gary is organising commemorative souvenirs so you'd 
better ring him on 0161 427 7311 if you have not already 
done so. 

Starter motors! For a couple of years now I have been 
sensing that my 6 volt battery has been on its last legs, 
but a recent test showed that it was fi ne. In practice, the 
starter would spin itself silly when the starter was pulled, 
without actually engaging in the fl ywheel teeth. Second 
or third pull would see it engage, but turn the engine very 
slowly until the motor coughed into life, usually after 
about ten seconds or so of holding the starter switch in. As 
a precaution against failure out on the road somewhere, I 
changed the starter for a reconditioned unit sourced from 

Graham Naylor at the Register's Spares Service. Bingo! 
The new starter fl ew into the ring gear and spun the engine 
faster than I've ever known and the motor burst into life 
instantly. During a follow up conversation with an auto-
electrician, I was told that starter motors do tire out quite 
quickly, and whilst they will eventually fail completely, 
they will soldier on at incredibly low levels of effi ciency for 
donkey's years. (With apologies to donkeys everywhere!) 
The moral is clear. Don't assume that slow starting 
problems are battery related. The cost of the reconditioned 
unit was a pleasant surprise too, Graham having done a 
deal with a reputable trade source to take our old starters 
and dynamos in exchange for freshly reconditioned units.

Talking of the Spares Service, I have been trying to fi nd out 
if the 'fl ying' mascot and '8' badges atop the radiators of 
Morris Eights are still available anywhere. Dave Thompson 
rang me to say that he had seen in a 1984 Register newsletter 
that these items were available from the Midland Region, 
and that Derby Plating Services were also advertising these 
and other similar decorative items during the 1990s. Does 
anyone have more recent information?

Finally, the North West Region Committee meeting this 
week coincides with the Newsletter Editor's deadline for 
the June issue so what follows is speculation at this stage, 
but 2010 marks the 50th Anniversary of the founding of 
the Register as The Morris Eight Tourer Club and much 
forward planning is being undertaken by the Register's 
Executive Committee to celebrate the milestone. As I 
understand it, there will be a number of events around 
the country, but there is a proposal that the North West 
Region should throw its weight into holding a weekend 
event open to all members of the Register at the Crich 
Tramway Museum in Derbyshire and I believe that the 
Midland Region and East Midlands and Yorkshire Regions 
have already been advised as a matter of courtesy since 
Crich is not strictly North West territory. If the proposal 
is taken on board, there will be much planning to be done 
and of course the support of members will be vital. I shall 
say no more at this stage, but the writing is on the wall so 
to speak. More information in the near future, so watch 
this space. Enjoy your Happy Morris Motoring!

MORRIS REGISTER
REGIONAL GATHERING

14th June
Contact Gary Clarke 0161 427 7311  

thecommercials@morrisregister.
co.uk

 Anson Engine Museum
Anson Road
Poynton
Cheshire
SK12 1TD UK
hwww.enginemuseum.org

THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN IN THE STOCKS
(OR AN AUDIENCE WITH ROYALTY!)
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Where could Morris Register members hope to have such experiences? At the North West Region  Spring Break – 
18/19 April 2009. Additional ingredients included 21 members, their vehicles, wonderful weather, a scenic drive, 

good food and drink in good company - all combined made a very enjoyable weekend.
Our meeting point on the Saturday was a large garden centre on the A6 at Brock where we had late breakfasts and plenty 
of time to chat and admire the wonderful line up of cars. In total 12 vehicles turned up for the run – one Eight Saloon and 

one Eight Two Seater, two Pre-Series Ten 
Fours and one Ten Four tourer, a Series 
III Twelve Four, one '29 Oxford Coupé, a 
'32 Minor Two Seater, an MG TD and two 
WW2 Ford Jeeps. Bill Dyke’s Ten Four 
was on its fi rst club outing after a lengthy 
restoration project – he did have a bit of 
clutch trouble during the weekend, but I 
expect by now the gear box has been out 
to be fi xed.
Tom Taylor and Kate had arranged a 
scenic and at times challenging run which 
took us through the Trough of Bowland 

stopping at Bashall Barn for refreshments (and to stock up with some samples from the famous Bowland Brewery) 
where those vehicles not going on to our hotel said their goodbyes and headed off home. Driving on, the six remaining 
cars stopped in Bolton by Bowland for light refreshments in glorious sunshine sat outside the village pub. As this area 
in Lancashire – the Forest of Bowland - is designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, all the villages have a 
distinctive charm. Bolton by Bowland is a tranquil and charming little village, with two village greens. The smaller green 

contains the remains of a 13th Century 
stone cross and old stocks. This was a 
temptation that could not be resisted and 
Chairman Dave Harris was enticed to try 
out the stocks. We did consider leaving 
him – but only momentarily!
We received a warm welcome at Middle 
Flass Lodge with tea and coffee and a 
choice of cakes. We pretty much took over 
the hotel – there are only seven rooms 
and we had six. Dinner was followed by 
Trivial Pursuit which resulted in a draw 
– girls v boys.

On Sunday morning we departed after a leisurely breakfast and travelled to Samlesbury Hall – the Great Hall of which 
was built in the 1320s. As we parked, the manager approached and requested that we line up the cars in front of the Hall 
– a not to be missed photo opportunity. Even better still, Henry VIII - who likes to be in residence at the Tudor Court on 
Sundays and his 5th wife – Katherine Howard, greeted us and posed for photographs. Jeremy and Pat Parker had held 
their wedding reception at the hall some years ago and Their Majesties were happy to be photographed with them. A 
personal tour of the hall conducted by His Majesty included the origins of sayings such as: “sleep tight don’t let the bed 
bugs bite” referring to young girls sleeping on shelves off the fl oor with rope tied tight to stop them falling off; and of 
course “left on the shelf” for girls who did not fi nd husbands. Lunch in the restaurant fi nished off a fabulous weekend. 
Thanks to everyone who took part – we could not have had the weekend without you.There is talk already of a Spring 
Break in 2010! Book your place now!

THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN IN THE STOCKS
(OR AN AUDIENCE WITH ROYALTY!)
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WESTWORDS
SUMMER MOTORING

EDITOR: Jim Riglar 01225 754981 email: jimriglar@blueyonder.co.uk
70 Alderton Way, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 0UH

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE MORRIS REGISTER WEST REGION

E D I TO R I A L

Hopefully I will get my Morris Ten back on the road in 
a few weeks time. For one reason and another fi nding 

the time to undertake the few remaining tweaks before 
getting a new MoT has proved challenging. The upshot 
is that I’ve missed our Region’s own Drive-It-Day Dorset 
Coast Run and the Register’s South Coast Run (Dorking-
Newhaven). In compensation I did track the Drive-It-Day 
run in a modern, which whilst it was perverse to go against 
the object of Drive-It-Day, did allow me to snap a few 
photos of the cars on various stages of the run. I would also 
have quite liked to have a go at the NE Wilts informal tour 
of Wilshire and West Berkshire. Whilst it is most defi nitely 

an informal event, I wonder if a future running might offer 
an opportunity to meet up with some more of the Chiltern 
Region members? 
By the time you read this, the Region’s AGM will be done 
and dusted and I hope to report next month that it was 
a successful and well attended event, with many arriving 
in their Morris cars (even if I offend by not turning up in 
the Ten!). Come hell or high water, the Ten will be back 
on the road in plenty of time to attend the national rally 
at Thoresby in August and I hope that many of you across 
the region will be able to attend, despite the long haul that 
it entails for many.                                                    Jim Riglar

Somerset

Just to keep things lively, the 
Somerset Group occasionally does 

something different to its normal 
“run-of-the-mill” noggins. The May 
noggin was the latest “do different” 
event, being held at the Lime Kiln Inn, 
Knole near Somerton. The noggin 
which was arranged as a joint meeting 
with the Austin Ten Drivers Club had 
a very good turn out of cars, with 
about 10 Morrises and 5 or 6 Austins 
in attendance. A very nice 1927 Alvis 
saloon also came into the car park. As 
well as the evenings planned events, 
there was also a mini auto-jumble, 

with Tony Hale selling Morris 8 and 
10/4 spares from the back of his Ford 
Focus; this was being done on behalf of 
his friend and fellow Register member 
Fred Shepherd. Tony did a very good 
job of emptying everybody’s pockets 
and wallets. Quite a few people went 
home with some very valuable bits for 
their cars.
Two noggin regulars Shirley Martin 
and George Bryne have had recent 
successes with their vehicles.   Shirley 
Martin won Best Car in Show with her 
Morris 8 Series 1 four seat tourer at 
The Abbey Hill Steam Rally at Yeovil 
over the May Bank Holiday weekend.  

On the same weekend, George Bryne 
won the Best Light Commercial award 
at the Bristol Classic Car Show for his 
Post Offi ce Engineers Van.                                               
    Colin Baker 

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  G R O U P S

N E  W I LT S  I N F O R M A L  S P R I N G  TO U R  –  W e d n e s d a y  2 2 n d  A P R I L  2 0 0 9

On 22 April, Reg Wilson of Lambourne organised another of his informal tours or ‘parties’ for attendees of the NE Wilts 
Noggin in fi ne weather. The party consisted of the ten occupants of four pre war Morris cars and a 1968 Princess 1300. Due 

to other commitments, guests from the Somerset Noggin were unable to attend on this occasion. Nigel Hawkins, Warden of the 
nearby Crofton Pumping Station, put in an early appearance, but unfortunately his Morris Ten was unable to take part due to 
a faulty dynamo. The start and lunch were, as before, at the noggin venue, The White Hart in Burbage, hence the 40 mile tour 
was circular taking in some delightful Wilshire and West Berkshire countryside. In the afternoon, tea was taken at Woodbridge 
Garden Centre. Everyone enjoyed the scenery, company and conversations and so Reg will be encouraged do the same again 
soon.
The photo shows from the left: Kate Martin from Marlborough – Princess 1300; George Smith and Reg Wilson from Lambourne 
- 1937 Morris Eight; Adrian and Rose Bower from Newbury – 1931 Morris Major; Paul and Celia James from Purton with Carol 
and Malcolm Randall from Andover – 1933 and 1932 Morris Oxfords.                     Ken Martin

Shirley Martin’s Eight
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3 0 t h  B R I S TO L  C L A S S I C  C A R  S H O W  2 n d - 4 t h  M AY  2 0 0 9

Held over from a snow disrupted February, the West Region made its 29th appearance at the Bristol 
Classic Car Show. Despite confl icting with the long-standing Abbey Hill Steam Rally, which 
traditionally is held on the May Day Bank Holiday weekend, there were reasonable sized crowds at 

the show which was expanded from the normal 2 day into a 3 day event. On the Register stand in a prime 
location in a somewhat dark and gloomy Main Show Hall were George Bryne’s 1932 Minor 2 seater and 1939 
GPO 35 cu ft van and Colin Baker’s immaculate 1946 Eight Series E saloon. Colin and George, assisted by 
Tony Hale and a few other Somerset locals did a sterling job in setting up and manning the stall over the 
weekend.  The reward for all the effort was the well deserved award of Best Light Commercial Vehicle to 
George’s GPO van. 

D R I V E - I T- D AY,  D O R S E T  C O A S T  R U N  ( S e e  P i c t u r e s  o n  P a g e  2 9 )

Chris Murray (Frome, Somerset) and a number of Somerset Noggin regulars set out on an 80 mile road 
run for their Drive-It-Day celebration. Starting at Haynes Motor Musuem, Sparkford, the outward 
route set out past Cadbury Castle, down the Piddle Valley and across the Dorset heath to Weymouth 

seafront. After a two hour stop in Weymouth, during which much interest in the cars was shown by the 
general public, the return route was via the Cerne Valley to Sparkford. Nine Morris cars were on the run, 
accompanied by a late 1970s MG Midget. Some thought is already being given to making a run to the seaside 
an annual West Region event. During the stop at Weymouth, Sandra Brockway, who suspended collecting 
tins from one or two of the cars, managed to collect £56.88 for the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance Trust.

Left: Colin Baker’s Series E Eight and George Byrne’s 1932 Minor               Right: George Byrne’s prize winning P.O.Van

Below: The fi nish at Weymouth
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1: Peter Dingle’s Flatnose
2: Jeff and Sue Anderson’s 10/4
3,4,5: It was noticeable that 
blue was the favourite colour 
of the day for most Morrises, 
but Ken Thomas’s Eight and 
Dave Bennett’s Minor did prove 
that Morrisses are fi nished in 
other colours!
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South East See Report in Regional 
Round-Up on Page 8

East Anglia
6 to 8:

Hylands Park, Chelmsford

7

See Report in Regional 
Round-Up on Page 18

1 to 5:
West Sussex
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Scotland

East Mids
& Yorks

1 to 4:
Eden Camp

See Report in Regional 
Round-Up on Page 10

1

43

2

5

7 5 to 8:
Wanlockhead

7,8: from L to R: Ian Williams, John Kennedy, Ronnie Johnston, Tommy Jardine

A few Scottish members observed Drive-It-Day with a run out of Glasgow to Wanlockhead in the Dumfriesshire hills. The 
day dawned dull and overcast but Kath and I were determined to get the cars out. With Kath in her Singer and myself in the 
Morris with young Jamie "navigating" we set out down the Clyde Valley to Lanark to join Tommy Jardine, John Kennedy 
and Ian Williams.
The Clyde valley was once famous for orchards which, sadly, have now been largely replaced by garden centres. However the 
blossom at this time of year is magnifi cent and the road is very scenic. Tommy and John had their 8 saloons but Ian's car was 
still in Winter storage so he brought his beautifully restored Daimler. We set off in convoy and had a most enjoyable drive 
round the Lanarkshire by-ways to take us to our eventual destination without using the motorway. It was disappointing to 
encounter very few other oldies but we did pass a very interesting Talbot of late '20s vintage.At 1500 feet Wanlockhead is 
reputed to be Scotland's highest village and the drive involves some challenging hills over narrow roads with unfenced sheer 
drops on one side. The Clyde rises here and we pass the infant river, barely a stream at this point.The cars were on their best 

behaviour and coped with the hills perfectly.
We arrived safely and met up with 
some friends from my local car club and 
enjoyed exploring the village which has 
a fascinating history of lead mining and 
very nice little museum.For the journey 
home Kath and I decided to split from 
the group and take a different route 
home to see the gold panning, another 
activity this area is noted for. For reasons 
which will become clear, this was not 
a good idea. We saw the gold panners, 
not wizened prospectors of the Yukon, 
but young people in bright anoraks none 
of whom appeared to have found the 
mother lode.
The drive home was very pleasant and I 
may have been trying a bit too hard to 
keep up with the Singer as a sudden loss 
of power heralded a blown head gasket.
There was no alternative to a trailer 
home, my fi rst experience of this and 
hopefully, my last.
I have just fi nished replacing the gasket 
and am grateful to the advice given by 
the MVS group with this.      

Ronnie Johnston

6

8



If anyone has anything for inclusion in The Yellow Pages, I usually try to attend the Essex Noggin each month  and 
you can see me there or I can be contacted as above. Items need to be with me before the 1st of each 
month to be in time for inclusion, as I email the Newsletter off on the 14th of each month.

No.380
EDITOR: Kevin Bailey 01621 856687 email: kanda.bailey@tesco.net

16 Willow Walk, Heybridge, Maldon, Essex CM9 4TT
SATURDAY 20th JUNE SUMMER LUNCHTIME NOGGIN  

Following the success of the last lunchtime noggin we want to do it again. 
This time in an attempt to cover a larger part of the region it is planned 
to be at the Windmill Inn (also known as Ye Olde Windmill Inn) at 

Great Cressingham.   This is located about 6 miles south of Swaffam, just off 
the A1065, and so 'leans' towards the centre of the Area. John Dewar has done 
a preliminary recce and had the following to say of the venue. “I have eaten 
there recently and the food is of a good pub standard. The place has been in 
the same family for over 50 years and seems very amenable to parties. They 
have a good website (www.oldewindmillinn.co.uk). The car park is quite large 
and seems to be a focal point for organisations such as ours”.
Please come along and support our Region on the day in your modern if you 
think that it is too far for the Morris (or other). If you need more information 
please ring Pam Lee on 01279 418 656.

On Sunday May 3rd Laurie and Norma Cook met with 
myself, Bethan and my father in Gt Baddow to leave for 

the HCVS London to Brighton Run. Laurie was driving his 
Post Offi ce Z Van, my father Peter, the ‘Snubnose’ ice cream 
van “Sylvester” and I was in the 8 5cwt pickup. We collected up 
my brother Austen, in Basildon, on the way through to Crystal 
Palace - the starting point. After speaking to many people 
including the Morris Register stalwarts' Rose and Arthur 
Peeling (who always help out selling programmes) we left for 
Brighton at about 8.50 for the run through to the half way halt 
at the Broadfi eld football stadium. Unfortunately on leaving 
Broardfi eld we found out that there was a large car boot sale at 
Pease Pottage and the traffi c queue was at least a mile long up 
the approaching hill. Laurie fl ashed his headlights soon after 
the aroma of very hot clutch wafted into the open Ice Cream 
van. His clutch had given up the ghost! ‘Sylvesters’ oil bath 
clutch was also getting hot and temperamental as well as the 
clutch on the Pickup (which was already on its last legs). After 
a break we left Laurie and Norma to wait for the recovery 

truck home and continued on. The rest of the run through 
to Brighton was fi ne (passing Ray Frampton in his usual hill 
climb recovery position) until we reached the Pylons outside 
Brighton itself, whereby we queued through to the Pavilion 
where it cleared. The run onto Maderia Drive was welcome 
having been on the road for around seven hours. Many Morris 
vehicles were represented and the standard of presentation of 
these former workhorses was fantastic. After an enjoyable day 
on the seafront we turned for home at 5pm eventually arriving 
back in Gt Baddow at around 10.15. What a day!
One extra word having been told by Laurie that we did not 
need to pay the toll on the Dartford Crossing as the vehicles 
are zero tax class, I asked the question at the toll booth and 
sure enough the operator checked the tax disc, recorded the 
details and waved us through. One to remember for the future. 
Despite the clutch problems everything else worked well.

Kevin Bailey

H I S TO R I C  C O M M E R C I A L  V E H I C L E  S O C I E T Y  L O N D O N  TO  B R I G H TO N  R U N
( S e e  P i c t u r e s  o n  P a g e  3 2 )

D R I V E - I T- D AY,  H Y L A N D S  PA R K  ( S e e  P i c t u r e s  o n  P a g e  1 6 )

A new event to me, held in the grounds of Hylands House, Hylands Park, Chelmsford. I did not know what to expect, perhaps 
half a dozen cars in a fi eld but it turned out to be probably nearer 300! Although when there the parking layout for the cars 

was well thought out, plus good toilet facilities (important as driving the M8 nowadays seems to, how we shall say – exercise 
the bladder!) the signage to the event was non-existent! I, like many, went into Hylands from the A414 entrance over some very 
vicious “sleeping policemen”. OK, not politically correct (shall we say speed bumps) to fi nd only by guesswork that the old A12 
entrance was the one to use, so off to that. Absolutely no signs indicating that entrance – this was very very poor. Driving down 
to the old A12 I came across the scene of an appalling accident, where the fi rst of the emergency services had just arrived, this 
resulted in the road being closed to allow for the emergency helicopter to land, so late arrivals to the show had to use the A414 
entrance anyway.
Back to the show – good weather had brought out a wide range of interesting vehicles, with some examples being parked in 
front of the house, (reputedly used as a backdrop in a fi lm with the Whitehouse in the background), so those who do not know 
Hylands House can get an idea of its appearance. (It only just escaped demolition in the 60s). Morris Register members present 
were Bill and June Williams, AJB 691, Alan Montague, BHX 246, Norma and Laurie Cook, HGX 302, Pat Colgan, BPE 651, Pam 
and Dave Lee in their MG and EK 8963 Minor owned by Peter Best, though I did not see him. Also Harry Edwards joined us.  
Oh and me with JN 9286! I did not have enough time to go round every thing (Public wanted to chat!) and had to leave a little 
early anyway.                      Tony Nathan

18



19

Joint Editors: Rob Symonds 0121 682 0640 email: r-w-s@blueyonder.co.uk
 Mike Porter 01384 376961 email: mike.j.porter@btinternet.com

THE MIDLANDER
MORRIS REGISTER MIDLAND REGION

H  &  W  N O G G I N

The May Noggin at Leysters was attended by 11 members.  
Tony came in his 1934 Minor from Presteigne putting 

the rest of us to shame. Discussions took place on master 
cyclinders and wheel cylinders re-sleeved with stainless 
steel inserts which John Humphries and David Henthorn 
have had done with great success. We also discussed 
arrangements for a treasure hunt which Des Lewis and 
family are organising for Sunday 12th July.
Future Events
7 June  Hartlebury Transport Day
19 July            Much Marcle Rally
1 August Tenbury Wells Agricultural Show
31 August         Pershore Plum Festival
5 September    Peopleton Autumn Fair

John and June Sargeant

L U D L O W  M A R C H E S
T R A N S P O R T  D AY

Sunday morning was a lovely sunny day as we set off to 
Ludlow at 8.30 a.m. from Peopleton. We arrived at the 

Castle Grounds and found Mike Porter and his members 
from Kingswinford who had set up the area allocated to 
the Midland Morris Register. John and Alma Humphries 
were already there with their 1934 Morris Minor and we 
awaited the arrival of Brenda and David Henthorn in their 
1935 and 1936  respectively, 2-seater Morris 8 Tourers 
who had entered their cars in the Leominster run for up to 
50 classic cars.  With 300 cars in the castle grounds plus 
the marquees for the food festival there was plenty to see, 
which made a lovely day out for everyone.

John and June Sargeant

L E I C S  N O G G I N

Sixteen members and four Morris 
cars attended this month’s Noggin 

so this venue seems to be catching on. 
We were four adrift of members who 
have attended in recent times so there 
is a good chance we shall hit twenty 
in one go before the year is out. With 

( S e e  P i c t u r e s  o n  P a g e  4 )
the lighter nights now with us for the 
next three months or so I am sure we 
shall be seeing a few more Morris cars 
there as well. Cars in attendance were 
a Series ‘E’, a Series I Eight saloon a 
12/4 Series III and the big boy of the 
family a 1934 Oxford Saloon.

                                                                                                           Ken Johnson

April and May, up to the 11th, have proved to be quite active for the Kingswinford Noggin, with 6 Morrises on the 
car park (see picture above) for the Noggin and 15 present at the Noggin. We had the usual technical exchanges and 

welcomed two new faces to the room. Stephen Peters and his son who have an Eight saloon which is very very close 
to being on the road. Unfortunately it was not charging for our Drive-It-Day outing so was absent. 12 Morrises and an 
MG TD were on the car park of “The Frog” Public House at Bidford-on-Avon: the TD we adopted as it was there by co-
incidence, we spotted three more pre war Cars on the car park on the opposite side of the river. Thanks to Graham and 
Barry Styche for fi nding the venue and Bob Dean for setting the event up for us. It was good, too, to meet up with Bob 
Bryan and discuss Eight minutiae, as well as to meet George Young and his wife Pauline.
Marches Transport Festival at Ludlow Castle on the 10th May proved to be a good event again and there was once more 
a very strong Morris presence there, with 15 vehicles relevant to the Register. We managed to line up most of them, but 
late comers were dispersed around the site, which was so full that we could not move them to join us. An excellent day.
Thanks again to John Sargeant.
By the time this report  reaches you we will have had a run to Worfi eld for another meal at the Dog Public House. This 
event attracts locals at the pub who also bring their classics to keep ours company on the car park.
On a personal note I have my Series 2 eight back on the road after an absence of 16 years, ready for my son’s wedding in 
July. I bought it in 1975, restored it by 1978 and ran it daily until 1990, by which time another rebuild was required. This 
I have done over the last 10 years as time has permitted. I now have a backlog of 3 more to build, and hope to accelerate 
the production rate!  
As usual, by the way, we will be travelling in convoy to Thoresby on the Friday from Wolverhampton, so if anyone is 
interested in joining us, please let me know.                                                                                                                  Mike Porter

W E S T  M I D L A N D  N O G G I N / D R I V E - I T- D AY  ( S e e  P i c t u r e s  o n  P a g e  4 )

WARKS NOGGIN: NEW VENUE
2nd Tuesday of the month

at The Golden Cross
Bearley Cross,

Wootton Wawen,
Henley-in-Arden, B95 6DR

on A3400
Contact: John Ford 01789 488328



20

ChilternsChilternsChilterns

2
1

43

8

See Report in Regional 
Round-Up on Page 22

1 to 4:
Ashridge Estate

Wales See Report in Regional 
Round-Up on Page 11

8

6

5 to 8:
Aberdulais Falls WalesWales5 to 8:

5

7



212121

EDITOR: Doug Townsend 01753-883547 email: bullnosemorris@tiscali.co.uk
“Field End”, 10 Latchmoor Way, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL90 8LP

As usual the fi lm night proved to be very popular. There were 39 
of us waiting in eager anticipation of fi lms to come – a bit like 

waiting for the start of the ABC Minors on a Saturday morning, but 
without the noise and commotion. Well we are all a bit more advanced 
in years than school children and by now have learned how to behave 
– at least most of the time. And as always there was the prospect of a 
fi sh and chip supper to look forward to.
The proceedings kicked off with an educational type fi lm about the 
origins of fossil fuels (coal and oil). I knew that coal originated from 
compressed vegetable matter but was not aware that oil started as dead 
fi sh. Perhaps that accounts for some of the “fi shy” contentions made 
by the oil companies for their products. Also as the base for WD40 is 
fi sh oil one wonders if it was really such a new invention after all.
We were then shown how not to treat an old car as the stock car racers 
merrily destroyed old vehicles. This was followed by a bus ride along 
the country lanes outside London. There was not much traffi c then – 
oh how things have changed over the years!
By way of lighter entertainment Buster Keaton showed us the art 
of avoiding being run over and how to exit a moving vehicle safely. 
Sylvester and Tweet Bird also had a fun time trying out birdie’s new 
fl ying cage.
And then the fi sh and chips and time for a chat. As usual the food was 
delicious and Chris and Gail’s logistical arrangements to get the food 
delivered, and coffee and tea with biscuits made for so many people in 
such a short time was an achievement in itself. 
Part 2 of the evening’s proceedings were on a more serious note. There 
was a fi lm from World War 2 and the dreaded telegram when a loved 
one was lost. 
Then came a long fi lm about the virtues of an  Airline type check of 
lights, brakes etc on the car before setting off. How many of us do that 
today, I wonder? It was interesting to see how much pride there was in 
owning and running a car. The fi lm was set at the time when seat belts 
began to be introduced. The “hero” of the fi lm was an airline pilot, 
so he was used to wearing a belt. I can remember how cumbersome 
the early belts were and here was little encouragement to use them. 
Perhaps this fi lm was an attempt to show people the error of their 
ways because although the “villain” of the day caused a crash by his 
bad driving, he escaped with a shaking because he wore a belt. The 
driver of the other vehicle did not wear a belt and did not escape so 
lightly. These days I feel half naked if I don’t put on the seat belt – 
but that is only in the modern car because Morris doesn’t have any. 
Interestingly the fi lm showed how diffi cult it could be to summon help 
in case of an accident. There were no mobile phones then – in this 
case the nearest phone was an AA box that happened to be situated 
conveniently close to the scene.
The time to fi nish the evening’s proceedings came all too soon. So after 
saying goodbye to everyone it was back to the present with modern 
cars, motorways and lots of other cars.  Thanks to Chris and Gail for arranging the evening and we all look forward to 
fi lm night 2010.                                 Stephen Gant

F I L M  N I G H T
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Again this year The Sherbucks Noggin arranged a Picnic at Ashridge 
Estate, (National Trust) on the road leading up to the Monument. 

This is the second year that we have met there.
This year we were blessed with superb weather and lots of cars. 
Members cars from the Noggin amounted to 17 vehicles from a 1926 
Bullnose Cowley and Oxford thro’ to a £100 Minor, several 8s, 10s and 
8 Tourers. We also were joined by the Austin Club with 7 cars, from 7s 
through to Heavy 12s. Then the Morris 1000 club also attended with 
10 cars, vans and estates. We were also joined by a Triumph Roadster 
and an early 1930s Triumph Super 10. 
This was one of those great occasions that just happen by word of 
mouth. A total of 36 cars. We met at 12 noon and when I left at 4 p.m. 
people were still milling around the cars.
The intention of Drive-It-Day is to raise awareness of our cars and 
Clubs. This certainly happened at Ashridge as people were around 
the cars like fl ies round a jam jar (no pun intended!) Go to FHBVC 
website for more photos and report.    

Doug Townsend

D R I V E - I T- D AY
A S H R I D G E  E S TAT E

( S e e  P i c t u r e s  o n  P a g e  2 0 )

F O R T H C O M I N G  E V E N T S
June 7th SHERBUCKS SUMMER RUN Meet at Little 

Chalfont Car Park  at 09.30. We will proceed 
via a country run to Waddesden Manor nr 
Aylesbury. Entry forms contact Den Jarrott 
01494 712540

June 20th DENHAM OPEN DAY  at 14.00 at Martin 
Baker Social Club Tilehurst Lane  
Denham Bucks contact Brian Spence 01923 
674811

Aug  16th OXFORD CLASSIC CAR SHOW at The Lord 
Nuffi eld Club, Barracks Lane, Cowley

Sept 20th MILTON KEYNES MUSEUM RUN
Oct OXFORD NOGGIN AUTUMN RUN
Nov 14th CHILTERNS AGM Girl Guide Hall, Church 

Lane, Chalfont St Giles Bucks
Dec CHRISTMAS NOGGINS

Please when sending an email include 
CHILTERN CHATTER in the Subject Box 

otherwise the email will be deleted as Spam.
See Editor’s address on mast head.

The warm weather is coming. It’s offi cial. We know this because “The Wrinklies” have started their lunch runs. The 1st of 
April dawned bright and warm. A good omen for the fi rst outing of 2009, for many of us, in our old cars.We met up with 

Brian and Sylvia Spence and had a very pleasant run to The Ivy House, where all our friends were congregating. Altogether there 
were 15 of us.(Terry and Elaine were unable to make it at the last minute as Elaine was not feeling too well. (We hope she is OK 
now and hasn't got one of those cough and colds that seem to last forever).

  The food was excellent, and we had a very pleasant time catching up on each others’ news. There were no April fool’s jokes 
played as far as I know, although a certain person did think of sending us to the wrong pub, but thankfully chickened out at the 
last minute. Thank you Doug, for arranging another good lunch.                    Ingrid Knott

F I R S T  S H E R B U C K S  W R I N K L I E S  O F  T H E  S E A S O N

L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R
Hi Doug,

I've penned a couple of lines - after a few false starts! A date for your diaries! The Hitchin Noggin invites all club members to help 
them celebrate forty years since the fi rst meeting at the "Bucks Head", with a gathering on Saturday 22nd of August. Strictly 

speaking, we're a bit early as it was the October 1969 Newsletter of the Morris Eight Tourer Club which featured the notice of the 
fi rst N & N at a new venue of the "Bucks Head" Little Wymondeley, near Hitchen.  So we're a 
bit early, but the weather isn't so nice in October - is it!  
Forty years later, the Morris Register still meets here so the Noggin hopes that we can attract 
a car park full of Morris cars to the “Buck’s Head” to celebrate this milestone. We will meet up 
from about 12 noon onwards and the pub can provide a good lunch menu for those who want 
a meal, or outdoor tables for those with sandwiches. Beers and coffee are fi rst class too. If the 
weather turns on us, the pub is large enough to give us all cover. We intend a small buffet to 
fi ll up the odd corner at about 4 p.m. and the landlord is looking forward to having a car park 
jammed with Morrises.
The local lanes are very attractive and Little Wymondley can be approached without using the 
nearby A1M. It is between Stevenage and Hitchin with postcode of SG4 7HY for those who will Google up a map. Techies can fi nd 
it at www.thebucksheadpub.co.uk. Let me know if you intend to lunch, then I can warn the landlord of numbers.
                  Ian Harris   01462 456330     ian@harris84.fsnet.co.uk
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The Biergarten was situated on a high position 
overlooking the town and was fairly full when we 

arrived, and our secret policeman commandeered one of the 
few empty tables. Somewhere an orchestra played German 
tunes. Our friend was affable and succeeded in putting us 
at our ease. He had learned English at school, he said, and 
had been twice to England and liked the English people 
very much. London, he thought, was a great city, but he 
was surprised recently to hear that Londoners were being 
told to dig trenches in the Park. Was it true that there were 
notices saying, “Keep calm and dig”? We said that this was, 
in fact, perfectly true, and that we thought it rather silly. 
Many people in Britain, we said, thought that Hitler would 
start a war fairly soon. Herr Post shook his head. “Hitler”, 
he said, “is far too clever to go to war; he will get everything 
he wants without going to war.” Shephard asked what he 
did want. Herr Post said that Hitler aimed to destroy the 
enemies of Germany; he did not look upon Britain as an 
enemy; his enemies were the Jews, the Communists, and 
the Catholic Church. I was surprised to hear him include 
the Catholic Church, and I laughed.
“The Catholic Church will still be here”, I said, “long after 
Hitler is dead and buried.” It was hardly a tactful thing to 
say, and it produced an immediate effect. “You must not say 
that!” said Herr Post in an angry tone, “people 
around us can hear you; it is very dangerous 
to say things like that in a public place.” I 
apologised, but his attitude had changed, he 
became less friendly, more formal. He asked 
what we intended to do the following day, and 
we said that we planned to go to Basel by train 
as we wanted to visit a Swiss bank. We assured 
him that we would return to Freiburg in the 
afternoon, and I cannot recall that he made any 
objection. We walked back to the hotel together, 
and before leaving, he said that he would be 
seeing us again. We wished him “Guten Nacht”.
The Hotel Post, as far as I remember, stood in 
the main street. It was quite a small establishment, in some 
respects like an English coaching inn with an archway 
leading into a small courtyard; in fact a Posting Inn, hence 
the name. Our room was on the fi rst fl oor at the end of the 
corridor. At the top of the stairs leading to the fi rst fl oor, 
there was a small landing on which stood a table and chair, 
and as we went to and fro to our room, we noticed that the 
chair was always occupied, usually by the same middle-
aged man, although once or twice by a younger man. From 
where he sat he had a good view of the corridor and the 
door to our room. At fi rst we were mildly curious to know 
why he should spend so much of his time sitting on the 
landing. Later he began to assume for us something more 
sinister. Back in our hotel after our session with Herr Post, 
we were aware of feelings of unease. Whatever explanation 
he may have given us for keeping us under surveillance, we 
were not inclined to believe him. We were not, however, 
unduly worried. It was all very interesting.
We rose early the following morning and walked to the 
Cathedral where we attended Mass. This was probably 
Shephard’s idea, for although nominally an Anglican, he 

had always been attracted to the solemnity and drama of 
the Latin Mass, and in fact, many years later, became a 
Catholic. After the service we lingered awhile in the fl ower 
market outside the Cathedral, and then made our way to 
the railway station from where our train left for Basel at 10 
am. There was no sign of Herr Post, and after buying return 
tickets, we boarded the train, and an hour later arrived in 
Basel. Since we had arrived in Germany, the entries in 
my diary had become more brief and laconic as I felt it 
wiser not to write anything that might be misconstrued. 
Nevertheless, the events of that day remain vividly in my 
mind.
Why had we come to Basel? My notes record that we went 
there “to exchange marks”. This was the key to the exercise. 
We had, it seems, in our possession too much German 
currency, due, either to a miscalculation as to the amount 
we should need, or, what is more probable, to a decision 
to cut short our stay in Germany. We were under the 
impression that we would not be allowed to take our marks 
out of Germany, and that we should get a very poor rate of 
exchange. The answer was to slip across the frontier into 
Switzerland at the nearest point, change our money into 
Swiss currency and slip back again before anyone would 
notice. We were, of course, entirely innocent of such things 

as currency regulations or of penalties attached 
to infringements.
Arriving at Basel, we presented our tickets at 
the station barrier, and produced our passports. 
We were asked to wait. A uniformed offi cial 
arrived and questioned us in German. By now we 
were beginning to recognise certain words and 
phrases, and I understood that they were asking 
us why we wished to cross into Switzerland. I tried 
to say that we were tourists staying at Freiburg, 
who would like to see something of Basel, but 
this seemed to raise further diffi culties, and we 
were held up for quite a time before they allowed 
us to proceed. The entry in my diary does not go 

into details, but merely states that; “we had considerable 
diffi culties with offi cials at the station”. We were now 
coming to expect problems every time we encountered 
anyone in authority, and as we walked across the bridge 
into the city we wondered what kind of reception we would 
get at the bank. It is easy to understand now the suspicion 
with which we were received by the cashier. It was probably 
unusual for anyone to arrive at the bank with quantities of 
German marks to be exchanged, and it is not surprising 
that he showed some hesitation. He did not speak English, 
he said, but spoke a little French. This was hopeful as I 
could usually make myself understood in French, and I 
tried to explain why we needed the money. We were on 
holiday, travelling on the Continent, and hoping to stay 
a few days in Switzerland. The cashier’s answer was to 
call the manager, and there followed more questioning. 
Although they were clearly reluctant, they fi nally agreed to 
exchange our money.

to be continued next month

THE PARSON and THE FIDDLER (Part 5)
The Story of a Journey

By J. E. JAMES
Written in 1985 and dedicated to C. W. Shephard

Hitler is far 
too clever to 

go to war; 
he will get 

everthing he 
wants without 
going to war

”

“

Now in Freiburg, the Morris men get to know their offi cial shadow 
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Letters to the Editor

MORRIS CENTENARY
Dear Editor,

In my opinion, an excellent article in the newsletter by Jon 
Pressnell regarding the forthcoming Morris Centenary 

Celebrations. I fully support all of Jon’s suggestions, after 
all it is a once in a lifetime event both for the marque and 
the club.
I particularly like the idea of building a Bullnose Morris 
over the NEC Classic Car Show weekend - this brings back 
memories of a truly memorable fi lm, produced I think by 
the Shell Film Unit in the early 1960s called, if I remember 
correctly “The Home Made Car”. It was shown extensively 
on daytime BBC TV in the late 1960s as a test/trailer/
publicity fi lm for the new Colour Television Service and 
it featured the building of a Bullnose Morris from parts 
acquired from an amazing scrapyard. It would greatly 
add to the atmosphere if we could get Shell’s permission 
to screen this fi lm as a huge backdrop to the building of 
the Bullnose - it might be an idea to suggest this to Jon 
as he may have contacts within Shell UK. I don’t believe 
the fi lm’s been available for public viewing for many a year 
- Shell should really release this fi lm on DVD, it would I 
think be a huge success, they could even sell it at the NEC 
event.
The building of a Bullnose would enthral both public and 
enthusiast alike. Although I didn’t witness it myself, some 
friends were at Beaulieu Autojumble some years ago when 
an Austin Seven was built from scratch during the annual 
two day event, entirely from second hand parts bought at 
the many stalls there - I believe it drew large crowds and 
was driven round the arena on the fi nal day!
It would be a good idea to get the Vintage Minor Register 
on board too, alongside the Morris Register, as they have 
some very  enthusiastic, publicity minded members.

Jeff Taylor
02189/12

Editor’s Comment:
This letter came via the Eights MVS and prompted a 
response from Mike Adams giving a Youtube link to 
videos of the Home Made Car: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=p9N51FQKL2A
The fi lm was actually made by Shell/BP and is well 
worth a viewing!
Coincidentally, there is an organisation known as The 
Test Card Circle for those with a special interest in the 
history and details of television trade test transmissions 
in the UK. (I kid you not!) At their recent annual 
convention in Leominster they staged a reunion with 
Ron Chudley (the star of the fi lm) and a couple of 
Bullnoses. (The actual car used in the fi lm is still around 
in Kent with its 93 year old owner). Morris Monthly 
hopes to run a feature on the reunion later in the year.
As far as an NEC rebuild is concerned, I say “bring it 
on”, but why couldn’t it be a Morris Eight?

Dear Editor,
Re the clamping of brake hoses in Mike Porter’s “Morris 
Mechanicals” (May Morris Monthly).
I have three chrome plated clamps precisely for this pur-
pose. They were sold in sets by Girling (50 years ago) with 
a couple of spanners to fi t brake adjusters and brake un-
ions, all in a plastic tool roll.
If you ever develop a leaking wheel cylinder, a G-clamp or 
a pair of mole grips on the hose feeding it will get you home 
on three brakes. I known as I’ve done it several times!

Ken Bennett
07537/5

P.S.
Mike’s page is one of the best things in the new magazine 
and is the next bit I read after the adverts and the new 
members’ list!

Editor’s Comment:
I’m sure Mike will appreciate your kind words!
It remains to be seen whether his fellow West Midland 
Noggin members will feel the same after he reminded us 
of your comments for the umpteenth time!

CLAMPING BRAKE HOSES
Dear Editor,
I am dismayed at what Mike Porter recommends on page 
30, about fl exible brake hoses. YOU SHOULD NEVER 
CLAMP BRAKE HOSES WITH MOLE GRIPS. You should 
purchase a brake hose clamp made for the job, and do be 
careful not to over tighten the clamp. Do it  just enough to 
stop the fl uid fl ow. I do note that Mike lets one make his/
her own judgement. But don’t. Do as above.
I have been in the motor trade since 1961 and am now 
working as a historical/classic car restorer, so I know what 
I’m talking about. 

David Barden
02034/3 

Seriously, though, keep up the good work, Mike.
As for the controversy over the use of mole grips for 
clamping hoses, let’s hear from you of your experiences if 
you have ever cut off the fl ow of fl uid in this way.
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Editor’s Comment:
Perhaps a reminder of what is printed on Page 3 is needed 
here: “The views expressed by the Editor, advertisers and 
other contributors are their own and do not necessarily 
refl ect the policies of the Morris Register. The Morris 
Register accepts no liability for the consequences of 
following contributors’ advice.”
Of course, we wouldn’t publish a letter of an entirely 
political nature, but I didn’t judge that this was. No-one 
else has objected.

A VISIT TO CUBA
Dear Editor,

The last thing I expect to see in Morris Monthly is the 
expression of political views, opinions and propaganda 

toward a country and its regime.
That is exactly what I read on page 20 of the May 2009 
issue, in an article signed by Mr. Trevor Johnson. One 
thing is writing about a visit to a tropical island and taking 
pictures of old cars, and another thing is talking about that 
island’s political and social issues.

Philip M. Jane
01464/0

MUSEUM MORRIS/’34 MINOR/CENTENARY
Dear Editor,

I have completed reading, and then again more carefully, 
the latest Morris Monthly, and would like to comment 

on Tom Taylor's “Museum Morris”.
In the third paragraph, mention is made about the black 
leathercloth roof of these Series II (and III): quite correct 
in the case of black-painted cars. The grey and light blue 
Special Coupés, however, had leathercloth covering of a 
close, perhaps exact shade of grey or blue to complement 
their respective paint scheme; only the texture of the 
leathercloth differing materially from the paint scheme. 
FV 7377 appears to have been re-roofed at sometime and 
perhaps recellulosed. I remember the original schemes of 
these Series II Special Coupés when they were still quite 
new cars. The appropriate period colour catalogue (print 
date 8 or 9/35) shows a predominately darker grey than 
I remember being on the cars. It does also show a lighter 
bonnet top and waist band, which I suspect some very early 
grey cars may have had, but not, I seem to remember later 
ones. I do remember that some very early Series II saloons 
of all sizes 10 to 25 h.p. came in a rather beige shade for the 
catalogued grey/black colour scheme, which soon resolved 
itself to a more appropriate grey shade for later cars. The 
changes probably took place, I would guess, sometime in 
Sept/Oct 1935, perhaps at the same time as the dummy 

honeycomb radiator grille changed to vertical slats on the 
16, 18, 21 and 25 cars, the big Sixes.
The cover picture (Desmond Bagley’s 1934 Minor at 
Ludlow) was correctly dated as to year of model, viz. 
those front wings. JU 3573 registered within 1934 (L.H. 
Newall's “A History of Motor Vehicle Registration in 
the UK” confi rms) but the fl at wire mesh grille is a 1933 
feature (also 1932 Family Eight). The v-shaped mesh grille 
on 1934 cars projected forward towards the bottom and 
the mesh took the form of thin and fl at metal tape. Some 
very early 1934 MODEL cars had a fl at dummy honeycomb 
mesh in lieu. The 1933 and 1934 Ten, Ten-Four and Ten-
Six cars of the exact period followed these trends exactly, 
anticipating the situation with the big Six cars, mentioned 
above. As regards size and fi tting, 1933 and 1934 Minor 
radiator shell assemblies were interchangeable.
In conclusion, on the subject of the Centenary, I feel we 
should most defi nitely put our limited resources into the 
big inter-club national event. How we would then look 
forward all the more to the next annual national rally!

Michael Taylor
0859/3

UPPER CYLINDER LUBRICANTS
Dear Editor,
In reference to Mr. Peter Smart's letter in the May 2009 issue of Morris Monthly, 
trying to fi nd an upper cylinder lubricant, I have the pleasure to inform you that here 
in the US we have the Marvel Mystery Oil since 1923, which I have been using for 
many years not only in my 1938 Morris 8, but in all my other cars, my lawn care 
equipment, bicycles, tools, etc.,  with excellent results. Kindly, visit their website 
http://www.marvelmysteryoil.com/index.php/site/faq/# for more information about 
this. After reading Mr. Smart's letter, I carefully read the label in the new container of 
this Mystery Oil and noticed that the words “upper cylinder lubrication” are missing 
(attached is a photo of the new and old container), however in their website the words 
appear again, meaning that it is the same product and the same formula than in the 
past. Is this Marvel Mystery Oil available in the UK?  I am waiting for an answer from this Company.  As soon as I have 
it, shall let you know. Is it possible that in the new Redex label, even without the UCL words, the product and formula 
are the same than before?                     Philip M. Jane

01464/0

Editor’s Comment:
Does anyone have any idea whether any of the modern 
Redex products are still to the original recipe? Let 
us know if you do, or if you have used any Redex in a 
Morris recently.

Stop Press:
Philip has emailed the following UK contact details:
Premium Fuel Solutions Ltd
01342 870179   humphrey.lee@premiumfuelsolutions.co.uk
and
Turtle Wax Limited
01695 737782 ahale@turtlewax.ltd.uk

Editor’s Comment:
Many thanks, Michael, for your highly detailed 
comments. I know you are rightly keen to maintain the 
distinction between model year and year of registration.
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from NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, John Nagle

John with the Coupé and the Eight

Front axle, hub and brake drum Ten Six engine

Ten Six: work in progress

DRIVE-IT-DAY

On Drive-It-Day Josephine and I took the cammy Minor 
to the Hatchgate Pub at Bramley in north Hampshire 

where there was a gathering of cars from the Morris 
Register, the Vintage Minor Register, the Bean Car Club 
and an assortment of 50s and 60s cars.  There was a great 
turnout and a convivial lunch with fellow members.  The car 
park and the pub were full.  The picture shows joint V.M.R. 
and M.R. members cars - Simon Hodgins’ Jensen bodied 
Minor, Wilf Sentence’s very smart 1929 Minor saloon, our 
car and a rare Riley Nine March Special, one of only 14 
surviving from the original production run of 55.

Ten Six: work in progress

A  TA L E  O F  T H R E E  M O R R I S E S

John Payne from Newbury called in to see me in March with 
his membership renewal.  Unfortunately I was out, but 

Josephine my wife made him welcome and showed him work 
in progress on the Minor.  I noted that John had a collection 
of three cars, and subsequently I made a point of visiting him 
to see them. His fi rst acquisition, a ‘37 Series 1 Eight in good 
running order got him hooked.  Having joined the Club and 
caught the bug, he purchased, three years later, a Ten Four 
series 2 Special Coupé which over the following 18 months he 
restored to good running order.  Not daunted by his hard work 
on the Coupé, he managed to acquire the car of his dreams, a 
‘35 Ten Six Sports Special.
He had been told “You  will never fi nd one”.  Well fi nd one he 
did, albeit in a rather sad state.  Work is progressing apace, 
and the engine and gearbox have been completely rebuilt, parts that were missing or beyond redemption have been 
obtained, and as you will see from the pictures the chassis and coachwork are next on the list. It will be a splendid car 
when it is complete. Thank you John and Margaret for a pleasant afternoon in your company playing with your cars.
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  What’s it worth? (See p2): Sold on eBay for £4100

Michael Beare from Claygate in Surrey phoned me 
a few weeks ago concerning membership, and 

conversation got round to cars. Surprise, surprise!!  He 
told me his ‘35 Ten Four’s king pins needed replacing and 
did I know of anyone who could carry out the work.  I told 
him that Bill Roberts Engineering at Swallowfi eld were 
doing the work on my 
car that I could not cope 
with, and although 
they are Frazer Nash 
specialists, Morrises are 
welcome!!  Imagine my 
delight when I called in 
at the workshop today to 
fi nd a splendid Ten Four 
on axle stands having its 
king pins attended to.
Bill told me they had had 
great diffi culty removing 
the cotter pins - “They must have been put in with a sledge 
hammer”!!!  Perseverance had won through, and CPC 46 
was on its way to a full recovery!  Mike had also mentioned 
to me how much he was enjoying the new Morris Monthly, 
but in the way of a constructive criticism he said he would 
like to see a few technical articles - More spanners and 
fewer people is the way he put it.  Come on you technical 
Gurus, let’s hear from you.

E X C E S S  B A G G A G E MORE SPANNERS - FEWER PEOPLE

As you probably know I am rebuilding a ‘34 Minor 
Two Seater tourer.  The chassis, engine, gearbox and 

running gear  are now all but fi nished, and I have started 
to replace the rotten frames and strip the paint off the 
“Tin Work”.
I was aware that the amount of paint to be removed was 
considerable, as I had found layers of blue, black, three 
shades of green, two of 
red, red primer, grey fi ller, 
yellow, cream and brown!
The picture is of one small 
part with no paint and the 
other half of the pair still 
painted.  I thought it might 
be interesting to compare 
the weights of the two 
parts.  The cleaned one 
weighed in at 8 ounces, and 
to my astonishment the 
painted one an incredible 11 
ounces.  A 37.5% increase 
just for the paint.  Multiply 
this by the total bodywork 
weight of the car and it must be like having an extra small 
passenger on board all the time!  Quite a consideration as 
there are only 19.5 bhp available at best!!!

New and returning membersNew and returning members

MEMBER       LOCATION PHONE e-MAIL                 CAR DETAILS
Robin & Molly
Paget Ballinamallard BT94 028 6638 8270robin.paget963@btinternet.com 1937 Eight Series 1 Saloon

Roger Cross Moulton PE12 01406 370343 1938 Ten  Four Series 3 Saloon

John & Carol
Brown Newcastle upon Tyne NE20 01661 881275 carol.brown2@btconnact.com 1932 Minor SV 2 Seater Tourer

Martin & Alison 
Redmond Biddenham MK40 01234 218036 martinredmond@btopenworld.

com 1938 Twenty-Five Ser. 3 Sliding head Saloon

Terry & Jean 
Gamblen Farnham GU10 01252 724081 terry@star-struck.org.uk

Timothy Barnard Calstock PL18 timelord@galaxy55.wanadoo.
co.uk

Kevin Lane Honiton EX14 01404 881327 chapman545@btinternet.com 1937 Eight Series 2 4 Door Saloon

Peter & Jenny 
Copeland Weedon NN7 01327 340492 copeland854@btinternet.com 1936 Eight Series 1 Saloon

Paul & Alison 
Couchman Maidstone ME15 01622 753389 acouchman@yahoo.co.uk 1938 Eight Series 2 Saloon

John & Anne 
Veniard Biggin Hill TN16 01959 572610 john.veniard@btinternet.com 1935 Eight Pre Series 2 Seater Tourer

Willian & Shirley 
Coates Northampton NN5 01604 451977 wgcoates@msn.com 1935 Eight Series 1 2 Door Saloon

Derek & Christine 
Eastwood Lutterworth LE17 01455 558143

Keith Jenkins Yeovil BA22 01935 850129 1936 Eight Series 1 Saloon

Paul Hemmings Bovey Tracey TQ13 01626 833251 paulghemmings@hotmail.com 1936 Eight Series 1 2 Door Saloon

Paul & Sylvia
Gray Ardleigh CO7 01206 231317 psgray5@btinternet.com 1935 Eight Series 1 2 Door sliding head Saloon

Don Bolger Thurles, Ireland 00353 5253852breedabolger@eircom.net 1938 Eight Series 2 Saloon

Brian & Linda
Neri New York, USA 716 941 5999 britmotors@juno.com 1946 Eight Series E 4 Door Saloon

Bob adds the 
fi nishing touches
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Part 3
A n  o c c a s i o n a l  s e r i e s  o f  i m a g e s  a n d  t e x t  f r o m 

M o r r i s  M o t o r s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  1 9 3 0 s

“Morris Specialised 
Production” (1935) 
sets out to explain 

how the various 
production stages 
were carried out, 
and how they all 
came together on 

the production line 
to produce fi nished 

cars.

Did you all spot member Andrew 
Tullis’s 1939 Series E featured in 

May’s Practical Classics magazine as a 
Reader’s Restoration?
This magazine certainly has a thing about 
Eights. In the same edition it did a Dealer 
Drop-In which featured the £11950 Pre-
Series Saloon which was highlighted in our 
March “What’s it Worth” section. (Good to 
know they read Morris Monthly!).
In the past they featured Ken Thomas’s 
Tourer in the Spring 2008 edition, and 
your Editor’s Two-Seater in September 
2006.
Who’ll be next?



West

1: Under way in the rain

2: Driving through Tolpuddle

3,4: On Weymouth Seafront

5,6,7: Climbing out of
  Weymouth

8: Driving through
    Marston Magma

See Report in Regional 
Round-Up on Page 15

See Report in Regional See Report in Regional 
Round-Up on Page 15Round-Up on Page 15
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Mike  Por ter,  DAILY EIGHT DRIVER, getting our heads together

Since the 27th April, the day after Drive-It-Day, my inbox has been very busy with messages from the MVS group. 
Ronnie Johnston started an avalanche of messages following the failure of his head gasket. For the benefi t of 
those who do not participate in this email scheme I will briefl y summarise the woes and worries plus suggested 

action. I will, however, point out that there are around 30 emails on the subject and opinions vary, so my summary is 
biased towards my thoughts on the subject.
Ronnie had a gasket fail that left evidence of excessive heat (damaged paint) on the cylinder 
head between cylinders 3 and 4. I suggested to him that he would fi nd a piece of gasket 
missing upon inspection: this proved to be true. My belief is that 3 and 4 run hot as 3 has 
the least opportunity to cool, 4 is surrounded on 3 sides by open air, whereas 1 and 2 are 
closer to the incoming air fl ow and also the top hose outlet. However the other theory is 
that No 3 runs weaker than the others and therefore hotter. As Ronnie found No 3 piston 
shiny and free of carbon the latter theory may be true.
The debate then raged about torque wrench setting and the sequence of tightening, although 
such a tool was not available in the 30s. Conclusion was 45 ft lbs paying attention to all 
studs and nuts being clean and free to tighten, head gasket should have a light application 
of grease to assist it to ”fl ow” when being compressed and the tightening sequence strictly 
followed, most importantly re-tightening after the engine has been run up to working 
temperature and again after 200 miles and for good measure checked at regular intervals 
in the future.
However, the other point to consider is why do the engines get hot enough to burn out a gasket? In addition to failure 
to pull the head down a second time in sequence, I have found that my 8s have run far too hot since the demise of 2 star 
petrol, the evidence I can explain but would rather skip to the answer I have applied to try to avoid this problem when 
on the Thoresby run (90 miles on a hot day). I have added “Stay Cool” to the coolant (see picture), a product supplied 
by Frost Restoration of Rochdale. The claim is that it can reduce running temperature by up to 150. I cannot support the 
claim but when added to my Z van the effect was immediate and startling.
Within 1 mile the paint on the radiator smelled of heat 20 years after application and after 17 miles remained so, 
with the bottom hose quite cool. I was well impressed and have not had a gasket fail since. I feel we live on the edge 
with fi ghting temperature and this product tips the scales in our favour. On road runs I have checked the coolant 
temperature of my van and two other eights and found mine to be less than the other two by a small margin, this was 
done with a calorimeter off a Morris Quad, all were out of the green section and into the red but mine was almost green. 
Thus backing my theory of running too hot and that the additive was effective. Make your own minds up!
PS: If you have to use an old style gasket that has the asbestos exposed to the coolant apertures, add some Hosetight or 
similar sealer to the apertures, with care, to prevent water seeping out between head and block, which looks unsightly. 
I have also seen the asbestos washed away with time in gaskets of this type: I always look for the fully sealed ones.

04/10

What a slot he’s got!
Can anyone shed any light on the function of the slot on 
the clutch housing of this Series E engine belonging to 
Commercial Advertsing manager Lionel Smith, please? 
All the top brains in the West Midlands are fooled.



Members: A single private small 
ad, with/without a photo, is free.
Non-members: contact the Editor.

COMMERCIAL ADS
Traders or commercial 
enterprises who might be 
interested in advertising 
in Morris Monthly, please 
contact:

 Lionel Smith
Commercial Ad. Manager

01902 780607
07730309288

lionel.p@homecall.co.uk

SMALL ADS
should be posted/emailed to:
Rob Symonds, 49 Gorsy 
Road, Quinton, B’ham 

B32 2SJ  0121 682 0640
theeditor@morrisregister.co.uk

These are free for members 
(max 1 car per month)
Non-members:
please contact for charges.

Car Wanted
Series E Tourer: condition not 
important. Quick payment. Any 
distance.
Lionel Smith 01902 780607
/07730 309288 (Wolverhampton)

Parts Wanted
For Morris 8 Series I,II
Starter pull cable, or just the knob.
Jack handle, original Shelley type, 
any condition. Rear number plate 
backing panel and/or correct lamp 
for rear luggage rack series 1 type, 
any condition.
Mark Worthington 07886 259 783
(Yorkshire)

Parts Wanted
Car clock, 2 inch, clockwork,
any make.
Mike Bates 01332 873 207
(Derby)

Parts Wanted
For Morris 8 Pre-Series 4-str tourer
Set of wire wheels.
Ron Jones 01952 730 600
(Shifnal, Shropshire)

Car for Sale
1931 Minor, sliding head
Maroon/black. Original reg. DG 1998 
£3500.
Dave Marriott 01933 673 964  
(Nr. Wellingborough, Northants)

Parts Wanted
For Morris 8 Series II
Pair of headlamp rims.
Ronnie Johnston
0141 577 1980 (Glasgow)
ronald.johnston4@ntlworld.com

Car for Sale
1934 Morris Minor Saloon Beautifully 
fi nished in black with spoked 
wheels. Nice sliding roof and 
headlining. Interior restored and 
largely original. Replacement “Float 
on Air” cushions ordered. A lovely 
car which is mechanically sound, 
runs well and comes with a 12 
month MOT. This car had a  ground 
up restoration 15 years ago so is now 
nicely matured. Email me for photos 
£5,500 ovno.
Graham Sands
01832 226 025 (Nr.Peterborough) 
gmsandcls@tiscali.co.uk

Parts for Sale
For 10/4 Series II, 
radiator in good con-
dition. Also fi ts 12/4 
and Series 3 10/4  
£40.00 ono.
Doug Townsend  
01753 883547
(Gerrards Cross)

Help Needed
I have a 1939 Morris Eight four door 
Tourer in good condition but cur-
rently off the road needing some 
work principally to brakes and
electrics. As I don’t have the skills 
myself, I’m looking for a workshop – 
as close to Chichester, West Sussex
as possible to undertake the work.
Any helpful suggestions by email or 
phone will be much appreciated.
Tim Bassett
01243 528 294
tim.bassett@mci-group.com

Parts for Sale
For those members with commercial 
vehicles: Recently obtained: 30x5, 
32x6, 600x20 and 650x20 tyres.
Tony Etheridge 01923 231699
24 hr ansaphone (Watford)

Parts Wanted
For 1946 Morris 10 Series 'M'.
A 12V traffi cator, a half-shaft,
a large tarp.
Any information on JK 9237.
Paul Grixti
01903 739410 (W. Sussex)
pgrixti@wsgfl .org.uk

 Car for Sale
1939 series E 2 door saloon
After almost 20 years I am looking 
for a good home for the above. 
She has just returned from the 
repair shop after spending over one 
thousand pounds on repairs and 
replacement of various parts and 
has passed her MOT until December 
2009. She has 31500 miles on the 
clock. Requires some TLC and minor 
touching up to blue/black paintwork 
and a new 6 volt battery.
Original plate - HMU 205 
Viewing in NW7
Offers over £3250.00
John Harris
07770 877 581
jharris100@hotmail.com

Car for Sale
1935 Morris 8 Series I sliding head 
Blue/black, fully restored and been 
owned within the family for the 
past 30 years. Recently taken out of 
storage and given an overhaul, very 
good condition. £4950 ovno
A.Thorold
01775 710 806 (Spalding)
/07786096171      

Parts Wanted
For 1935 10/4 
Window winding mechanism, 
ideally for RH front (driver’s) door. I 
actually only need the rotating drive 
mechanism, but a complete unit 
would be fi ne (if more awkward/
expensive to post).
Richard Crook 01964 670 216
(Roos, E.Yorks)
richardcrook@breathe.com.

Parts Wanted
For  Series I Morris Eight.
An exhaust manifold.
Warren Leach
01993 700 820(Witney, Oxfordshire)
wazlisa@aol.com

Parts for Sale
For Morris 10/4: Engine and gear-
box for restoration.  Believed 1947.
Offers.
Piers Jones (non-member)
01428 604830 (Surrey)

Parts Wanted
For Morris 8 Series 1
Luggage Rack and Brackes or Swap 
for S2 type with brackets or loan of 
one I can copy (with brackets)
Dave Barden,
01373 85752 (Wiltshire)
/07779 68170 

Car for Sale
Morris 8  Series II  2 seater Tourer 
(regd 6/1/1938) red-on-black and in 
very good condition: smooth runner: 
newly re-upholstered in red: refur-
bished steering-box: good-as-new 
tyres: taxed & MOT to Sept. £6000
Peter Fox
01278 760635 (Somerset)
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See Reports in Regional 
Round-Up on Pages 8 and 18

Please submit pictures of 
interest to the Editor

Historic
Commercial

Vehicle
Society

London
to

Brighton
Run

3rd May
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