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Cover picture: North West Chairman, Martin Roters, being booked at the North East Region’s Beamish weekend.         [Photo: Mark James]

The Register’s Spares Service aims to provide a basic service that will help members keep their Morris 
in good fettle and suitable for safe and enjoyable motoring. We stock a range of spares needed for 

the maintenance and overhaul of the most popular models.These stock items mainly comprise engine, 
transmission, electrical and brake parts for the Morris 8, 10 and Minor models with a limited stock of 
similar parts for other Morris models.  
ON-LINE SHOP (www.morrisregisterspares.co.uk)
The new on-line mail order shop enables members to shop for Morris Spares in a secure on-line environment. 
The Shop includes a full description, a photo, and details of which Morris models each part will fit. Each 
product in the shop has a unique “part number” with 2 letters and 3 numbers, and is a unique reference 
system for our Spares Service.
The shop is linked to a secure PayPal payment system; you don’t have to have a PayPal account to use 
this, you can use your credit or debit card. Please go to the Club’s web site and click on Services/Benefits 
– Spares Service.
The information given in the descriptions in the on-line shop should be sufficient to identify the parts you 
need. We cannot answer questions from members as to which is the correct part for their car, or about 
parts suitability or application. 

T h e  M o r r i s  R e g i s t e r  S p a r e s  S e r v i c e

CHAIRMAN  John Ford  writes:

I am under pressure to get my Chairman's bit in before 
deadline, and I made it!

I approach this month's write up with two pieces of sad news. 
Our long serving member and friend, Dave Lee, passed away on 
Wednesday 10th July. Dave was a prominent member of the Register for 
many years, along with his wife, Pam. Always friendly always ready to 
give advice, he is a large loss to the East Anglia region and to the club. 
Dave will be sorely missed by us all. Our condolences go out to Pam. 
Following immediately came news of the passing of Ray Frampton. Ray 
was a stalwart of the Morris Register for so many years. He was treasurer 
of the South East Region and over the years had organized many events, 
held office and served on many committees. Everyone in the South East 
Region and nationally will have many fond memories of Ray and would 
like to express their condolences to his family and friends at this sad 
time. There will be a proper tribute to Ray in next month’s edition of 
Morris Monthly but we wanted people to know of his passing before the 
National Rally at Thoresby.
Our National Rally at Thoresby is nearly upon us and I hope to see many 
of you there this year, let's hope for some decent weather this time. We 
will be joined by members of the MVA and I know Ben has worked hard 
putting a good programme together.
I have several class winner trophies with me, none of which are 
engraved. If you win a trophy then please make the effort of getting your 
name put on the trophy, you will be reimbursed with the cost! I will be 
at the hospitality tent over the weekend and out on the field on Sunday. 
I will be looking for cars suitable to display at this year's NEC Classic Car 
Show in November. If you would like your car to be considered for this 
prestigious event then please come and see me at Thoresby or give me 
a call. It doesn't need to be concours but it should be in very good order. 
Those that have displayed their cars in the past have really enjoyed the 

O R R I S
O N T H LYM

CONTENTS
2 Chairman
3 Editor
4 Secretary's Spot
 Bulletin Board
 Thoresby Thoughts
5 Warm Welcome
 Spares Service
6/7 Younger Members Initiative
8 What's it Worth?
10/11 Forum Files
12-19 Exactly Eighty
20/21 Pictures from the Past
22-24 Minor Musings 
25-27 Eight Diff Rebuild (Pt 6)
28/29 Beamish Weekend
30/31 Mid-Wales Break
32/33 John's Jottings
34-52 Regional Round Up
52  Aroused from Deep Slumber
53/54 Morris Mail
55 Morris Mart
56 Foto Finish

2



The views and opinions expressed by the 
Editor and contributors to this magazine are 
theirs alone and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Pre 1940 Morris Register Limited. 
Any advice provided is not intended to be 
advice on which you should rely. You must 
obtain professional or specialist advice before 
taking or refraining from any action based 
on the content of this magazine. No liability 
is accepted for the consequences of following 
any advice provided in the magazine.

SMALL ADS:  Post/email to:
The Editor (see above)

Free for members (max 1 car per month)
Non-members: please contact for charges.

WEBSITE:  www.morrisregister.co.uk
Contact: Mike Rose, Webmaster
webmaster@morrisregister.co.uk

DEADLINE
14th of the month prior to publication

P R I N T E D  B Y
C A M B R I A N  P R I N T E R S

 0 1 9 7 0  6 2 7  1 1 1

T H E  P R E  1 9 4 0
M O R R I S  R E G I S T E R  LT D

Registered Office:
70 Alderton Way, Trowbridge,

Wiltshire  BA14 0UH

POSTAL SALES
If you know the part number of the parts you need, but don’t want to use the on-line shop, please 
get in touch with David and Lindsay Smith, email: mylittlegreenmorris@yahoo.co.uk or by post at 
Morris Spares, Units 5 & 6 Priory Farm Industrial Estate, Station Road, Portbury, BRISTOL, BS20 7TN.  
We cannot take orders by phone.
• Please state clearly the part number (the unique 2-letter, 3-number code as shown in the on-

line shop), the description of the item you need, and the quantity
• Please quote the model and chassis number of your car – take the chassis number from the 

brass plate under the bonnet, and include the letters as well as the numbers
• Please quote your name, address and membership number in all communications
• We can accept payments by cheque, but prefer payments by card using PayPal. Instructions for 

payment will be given when you order
• Please remember the Service is run by members for the benefit of other members in their own 

time amidst many other family and personal priorities
• If you are not sure what the correct part is, please put a request for help onto the Forum. 

There will always be members “on line” who will be able to share their knowledge with you.

MAGAZINE NON-ARRIVAL:
Please contact the Membership Secretary

Contact details above

EDITOR: Rob Symonds,
21 Swallow Drive, Bingham

Notts NG13 8QA
theeditor@morrisregister.co.uk

  0333 006 5498
Please leave a message and

I will get back to to you

BACK ISSUES:  may be purchased
from the Club Shop

©Morris Register and various authors and photographers.
Material published in Morris Monthly may not be published 
elsewhere without the permission of the Editor.

COMPLAINTS:  Any complaints 
against any officer of the club, or about 
the way the club is being administered 

should be referred to the Secretary

DVLA V765 Service: The Club  can now take a limited number 
of new applications. For advice on registration number retention 
contact the DVLA Officer at dvla@morrisregister.co.uk

MORRIS REGISTER INFORMATION CENTRE:
Pat and Barbara Farmer  0333 006 5255
(10 am to 7 pm UK time) info@morrisregister.co.uk

CHAIRMAN: SECRETARY:
John Ford   01386 832 447 Jim Riglar     0333 006 5521
thechairman@morrisregister.co.uk          secretary@morrisregister.co.uk 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:
Office hours: 9 am - 5 pm, Monday to Friday
Christine Haigh    0333 006 5256  membership@morrisregister.co.uk

EDITOR  Rob Symonds  writes:

I  must begin this month by praising the response of 
contributors to last month's plea to get copy in on time. 

I am happy to report that almost everyone was on time for 
the 14th, including your Chairman(!), with only a few falling 
behind by a couple of days. We all have unexpected events in our lives, 
so if you do suddenly find you are not going to make the deadline, a quick 
email will do to mark my card and potentially reserve a slot. It really helps 
to know stuff is on its way!
It's Thoresby next, so see you there!

experience. It means a lot to the club to have interesting examples of our 
marque on show to the public. We need 5-6 cars this year in addition to 
our loan car.
Talking of which, I am very pleased to see that David is putting the car to 
good use. He has exhibited the car at a number of events as his articles in 
MM demonstrate. You can also follow him on the Morris Register loan car 
scheme Facebook page.
I hope you are enjoying the improved summer weather. Judging by the 
increased attendance at shows, I think most of you are.
Check out our new website when it comes on line imminently. We are 
still looking for a webmaster to keep it up to date: a few hours only per 
week should be enough. So, if you can spare that and have a bit of IT 
knowledge, give us a call.
Finally, a warm welcome to all those members who have recently joined 
this great club. Look out for your nearest noggin meet and pop in for a 
chat. There is always someone on hand to help.

T h e  M o r r i s  R e g i s t e r  S p a r e s  S e r v i c e
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SECRETARY
J im Rig larSecretary’s Spot

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Formal notification of our Annual General Meeting (AGM) is contained on the Bulletin Board in this issue of Morris 
Monthly. Please remember that the AGM provides all members with the opportunity to influence the running of the 

club; how it is structured and operates; the national events it organises or supports and the services it provides. It also 
provides the opportunity to elect members to key roles within the club’s management structure. Any resolutions and/or 
officer/committee nominations must be with me by 14th August, in order that they can be captured on the Proxy Voting 
form which will be issued with the September issue of Morris Monthly.
SAD NEWS

At time of going to press, we hear of the passing of Morris Register stalwart, Ray Frampton, and a little earlier of the 
death of Dave Lee of the East Anglian region. Full obituaries will appear in the September edition of Morris Monthly.

By the time you are reading this the Morris Register National and MVA Rally will be just around the corner. Hopefully 
all entrants cars are running well and have been suitable fettled ahead of the weekend. We have had a good response 

from the other MVA clubs including 21 cars from the Landcrab Owners club who are holding their National Rally with us.
The official closing date for entries for this year’s rally has now passed, but you are still very welcome to come along to 
Thoresby Park in either your classic or modern car and enjoy the weekend. Entry for the weekend is a very reasonable 
£7 per person on the gate and camping £7 per night 
As a late arrival your classic vehicle will not be able to enter the regular judging but you will be eligible for the Bob 
Beaumont Trophy. We will have a few programmes spare over and above those that have pre-booked but cannot 
guarantee you will get one if you haven’t already booked in.
We have a full programme of events over the weekend with something that should suit everyone. Catering and a bar will 
be available from Friday evening and live music Friday and Saturday night from the very popular Andy McKay. 
Saturday morning, why not take part in the Gymkhana ably organised by Mike Brears? It's an ideal opportunity to test 
your driving skills and have some fun. Once you have done this you can then take a leisurely drive through the beautiful 
Nottinghamshire countryside on the road run. Join us in the marquee on Saturday night for an evening of friendship and 
music from Andy.
Sunday is all about the cars and with the other MVA clubs attending it should be a good eclectic mix on display. 
Entertainment in the afternoon will be provided by the incredible Thoresby Colliery Brass Band who will provide a fitting 
climax to the weekend.
For those of you who have volunteered to help on site over the weekend a huge thank you in advance. All that is left is 
to hope for good weather. 
I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible over the weekend and wish you a safe journey to Thoresby.        
Happy Morris motoring.             Ben Gadsby  

01623 835 771 or 07999 869 572
thoresby@morrisregister.co.uk

Thoresby Thoughts
NATIONAL RALLY

ORGANISER
Ben Gadsby

NOTIFICATION OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The AGM will be held on Saturday 5th October at the Wychwood Park Hotel, at Weston, Crewe. CW2 5GP, starting 
at 10.30 am. Any resolutions and nominations should be sent to the Secretary by 14th August. There is no particular 

form for this, just write to:
The Secretary, The Pre 1940 Morris Register Limited, 5 Burderop Close, Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 0UL or
or email: secretary@morrisregister.co.uk with your resolution or nomination, showing the proposer and seconder.
If nominating any member for a post, you must have the agreement of that person to be nominated. Under our current 
rules, only six posts are subject to election at the AGM, they are Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Editor, Membership 
Secretary and Webmaster. 

WEBMASTER VACANCY 

The Webmaster post is currently vacant. We are seeking a member with basic knowledge of Word Press operation or 
with a basic knowledge of HTML to maintain the content of our website. Please contact Jim Riglar,  01225 754 981 

or secretary@morrisregister.co.uk, for further information/discussion. 

Bulletin Board



NO. MEMBER       LOCATION eMAIL  CAR DETAILS

14572 Nicholas &
Helena Bazley Cumbria CA9 kit_carew@yahoo.co.uk 1933 Minor Side Valve Tourer

14573 Timothy &
Jane Scott Kent ME19 tscott58@hotmail.co.uk 1937 Eight Series 2 Tourer

14574 Richard Sellers-Smith & 
Victoria Vorwerg Staffos ST5 rss48@tiscali.co.uk 1936 Eight Series 1 4 Door saloon

14575 Ben Longman Cardiff CF3 mail@benlongman.com 1940 Twelve Series 3 Saloon

14576 Wendy Robinson Dorset DT4 standardwendy@hotmail.com 1939 Eight Series E Tourer

14577 Jack Edmunds &
Emma Laming Sussex BN6 1939 Eight Series E 2 Door sliding head

14578 Steven Wardill Essex SS2 steve.wardill@btinternet.com 1940 Eight Series E 4 Door saloon

14579 Nigel Chapman Suffolk CB9 nigel_chapman@btinternet.com 1927 Cowley Flat bed truck

14580 David &
George Bowman Cumbria CA4 acumbria@gmail.com 1930

1930
Minor
Minor

Rolling chassis
Saloon

14581 Jeffrey Matthew D'Cruz Selangor 40400
Malaysia jeff@jmdautomotive.com.my  

14582 Derrick Glyn Burnell & 
Eunice Pitman

Carmarthenshire 
SA34 derrick.burnell@tiscali.co.uk 1936 Ten Four Series 2 4 Door saloon

14583 Alan &
Jane Bateson S.Yorks DN7 alan.n.bateson@btinternet.com 1936

1930
Eight Series 1
Minor

2 Seater
2 Door saloon

14584 Iain MacKay  Dumfries and
Galloway DG9 iain43uk@yahoo.co.uk  

14585 Ron Leske-Heed Essex IG8 ronleskeheed@yahoo.co.uk 1935 Eight Pre Series 2 Door sliding head

14586 Nick &
Sarah Brown Suffolk NR33 nickbrowngolf@hotmail.com  

14587 Rosemary Kimberley-
Wilson & Ian Wilson Worcs WR13 racwilson@tiscali.co.uk 1934 Minor Side Valve 2 Door sliding head

14588 Michael Lee Gloucs BS35 leem18@sky.com  

New and returning 
members

Warm Welcome

With the spares website fully functional, I’ve had some time to reflect on how far the spares dept has grown and 
developed over the years.

It’s so easy to forget and appreciate how far we have come. When the website was down earlier this year we were very 
suddenly forced to go back to the old school ways of running the spares dept, i.e. orders taken manually, hand written 
letters, phone calls (we actually got to talk to you). Each and every order involved numerous members of the spares 
team.
As you can imagine this was a far from perfect situation. Such a long, slow, labour intensive way to run a spares department. 
(Lessons were learned!) The spares team all worked together sharing conversations and frustrations.
It was a time when the support of the club members really showed, with lots of very understanding and supportive 
members sharing our frustrations and working with us. The spares department would like to say a massive thank you for 
members support during this time. We rely on your continued  support and investment in the spares department.
Every order placed helps safeguard the long term future of spares availability, keeping 
our cars on the road. We are not always the cheapest: yes, you will find cheaper 
common parts on eBay, but each and every order the spares department 
receives is an investment in your car. Each order helps fund manufacturing 
and sourcing the parts you will never find on eBay.
This month we have some great new items that the spares team have 
sourced, amazing to think all these items are made in the uk:
FC055  Morris 10 flexible drive couplings (like the M8 but  

thicker)
HS1361  Head Gasket Set 10/4 1933- 1937
BC4665  Brake cable Morris Minor OHV (front)
Items back in stock:
CA560  Service top set SV minor CA560 - perfect partner to          

our solid copper head gasket GH161C
FC058 Hardy flexible disc. OHC and SV Minor and early  

Morris 8 finishing at chassis 48612
GA001 Diff gasket, Minor, 8, SE, MM  (new tooling)

Spares ServiceSPARES OFFICER
Lindsay  Smith



6

The last month has flown by and I have had great adventures with the Morris. It is amazing how many people stop to 
talk when in a car park or filling up with fuel, plus, with the roof down, you can hear people commenting about the 

car when travelling through towns and villages. I have been really impressed with the fuel consumption of the car, as I 
have been managing to achieve 37 mpg: that is a lot higher 
then my modern day car.
Saturday 29th June
A rare sighting of the sun shining, so I took the opportunity 
to head out for the drive into the country with the roof down 
and sunglasses on. We headed out of Royston towards the 
village of Barley, a village that has been the home to residents 
for approximately 3000 years with Bronze Age settlements 
and Iron Age farmers from 100BC.
Our next village was Great Chishill, the home village of pop 
star Sam Smith. We then headed on south to the village 
of Arkesden the former home of musician Steve Marriott, 
the guitarist with the Small Faces. From here we headed 
to Newport, Essex, the birth home of "Tex" Banwell, a 
British soldier who escaped PoW camps at least twice, 
impersonated Monty, joined the Dutch resistance and was 
finally imprisoned in Auschwitz. Our next destination was 
Audley End House and Gardens for a photo opportunity 
outside the house and cricket ground. 
From Audley End we headed up towards Duxford and past 
the Imperial War Museum, the largest aviation museum in 
Britain. RAF Duxford was also used for film location for The 
Battle of Britain, Memphis Belle, The Monuments Men UK 
and The Prince and the Showgirl.
Working our way across South Cambridgeshire we stopped 
off for another photo opportunity in the village of Orwell in 
Cambridgeshire which is an old English village listed in the 
Doomsday Book as Ordeuuella, (Ord Wella, in Old English). 
The Prime Meridian/Greenwich Meridian Line passes the 
eastern edge of Orwell of 0o longitude.
After Orwell it was time to head back home to Royston and 
a quick stop off at Royston Heath for another scenic photo.
Saturday 6th July
Today I headed down to the town of Harlow in Essex in the 
Morris, as I was invited to the annual summer staff hog roast 
of Land Sheriffs. Land Sheriffs is a very good customer of 
my place of work and is a security company protecting the railways lines and stations of Network Rail.
We headed south through the villages of Duxford, Stansted Mountfitchet (the home to Stansted Airport, Bishops Stortford 
and then on to Harlow. For the journey home we decided to take the more scenic route back so went through the 
pictures villages of Hunsdon and Little Hadham at this point we had to stop because it started raining, so up went the 
roof for the remaining journey home. We carried on through to Clavering, the family home of celebrity chef Jamie Oliver, 
and then back home.

Younger Members Initiative
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Loan Car Insurance 
kindly donated by

Friday 12th – Sunday 14th July
Just as I was setting of for the Journey down to Beaulieu there were Spitfires flying above practicing for the Flying 
Legends Airshow at the IWM Duxford. So leaving behind the sound of the merlin engines I made my way westbound on 
the A505 for the first leg of the journey down to Compton in Berkshire.
Following the A505 through the towns of Royston, Baldock, Letchworth and Hitchin I then headed across the Chilterns 
towards Barton Le Clay and Leighton Buzzard to pick up the A418. The next morning I checked the car over after the 
first leg of my journey, all the levels were spot on and so I lowered the roof and then made my way on to the A34 to head 
south toward Newbury (made famous by the environmentalist protester Swampy in 1996) and then down to Winchester. 
I was trying to avoid motorways but ended up on the M3, but I kept up with the traffic as they had speed restrictions 
on at 40 mph. I then headed west along the M27 and came off at Junction 2 to pick up a friend at Calmore just outside 
Southampton. From here we headed into the New Forest and onto Beaulieu to the National Motor Museum.
It was a great day looking around Beaulieu at the 250 vintage/classic vehicles, the vehicles created by the Top Gear 
presenters over the years, plus the house and the Abbey. 
For the evening's accommodation I booked into the Bartley Lodge Hotel on the edge of the New Forest. Once again 
the weather was great so on the Sunday morning I lowered the roof for the 151 mile journey back home. I started the 
journey off through Romsey and then up to Andover before passing through Newbury. I managed to head from the New 
Forest in Hampshire back to Royston in Hertfordshire using just single carriageways except for the last 12 miles. It was 
nice to cruise around at 40 mph with the roof down as you see so much more of the countryside then driving a modern 
day car sticking to main roads.
Thank you all once again for this opportunity and I look forward to seeing as many people as possible at Thoresby in 
August or over the remaining 2019 summer.
Remember if you are a follower of Facebook pease like http://www.facebook.com/morrisreg.If not, don’t worry, as 
therewill be regular updates in the Morris Monthly.

David Allanson
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What’s it  Worth? 1924 MORRIS COWLEY

Advertised on eBay, the dealer states: 
"Finished in the correct period green 

complimented with contrasting sage leather 
interior. The iconic Morris Cowley bull nose. 
She has a large history folder, in very nice order 
with 50 plus years of family ownership. An older 
restoration in running order."

Answer on Page 54

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270 
Peter Best Insurance Services Limited, 180 High Street, Kelvedon, Essex CO5 9JD

 

 
 

Most of our classic policies include free agreed valuations,
 roadside assistance and recovery within UK/EU, limited mileage

 options and discounts for multiple car ownership.

visit: www.classiccarinsurance.co.uk 
email: info@classiccarinsurance.co.uk

 01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

 

ask us today about our classic 
car and bike insurance cover.

classic car insurance
PBIS specialises in classic car insurance, as well as insurance for other 
collectable classic vehicles. We have been arranging insurance for your 

classics for over 30 years, so we know what is important to you.
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It’s always nice to start the monthly review of the Forum with something special and this was the case with George’s post: 
M8 special. “Hi all, New here! In the sense that I have just re-joined after about a twenty year lapse! Back then there 

certainly was not a digital forum so how things have moved on somewhat. I bought my 1934 Pre Series Eight twenty four 
years ago for a number of very simple reasons… ”it was cheap”, “it had hydraulic brakes”, “it had all its documents and 
I.D. plates in order”, and “spare parts were plentiful” (wish I had 
bought up more now). The day I bought the car I sold the sliding 
head saloon body to a fellow Morris enthusiast for what I paid for 
the whole car! So I got the rolling chassis and all mechanicals for 
free! What did I want to do this for? Well shock horror... I wanted 
to build a ‘special’. And 24 years later, after many setbacks, house 
moves, children, ill health and general lethargy, I have it finished! 
So I need a little help with some engine tech. detail, and I will have 
some unwanted spare parts to move on, and some parts wanted, 
but all in the fullness of time. Today is just a re-introduction and 
hopefully what I have done to the Eight doesn’t offend too much.”
Chris: “Looks superb – just like an MG!” Wd30: “Well done-
don’t usually like specials but this looks superb. Hope it’s going to 
be badged 'Morris' - its heritage should be recognised.” Back to 
George who explain more: “Thank you! Don’t worry, it is proudly 
wearing its Morris Eight badges front and rear. It is after all a Morris 
8, regardless of how it looks. All M8 running gear and Series 1 918 
engine, just a lot lighter, faster and dare I say, sleeker. ” Rear badge photo was attached.
Simon: “Beautiful George – who/where was the coach/body-work made? What is the car's weight?” George again: “I 
built all the body myself, main tub is in light gauge steel and everything else is in alloy, all hand formed from flat sheet 
and welded together (took a while!) Car weighs in ('wet' with a gallon of fuel and all other fluids in place) at just about 
dead 10 cwt. so I guess about 33% lighter than the original car.” Simon replied: “Impressive metalwork skills, George and 
interesting re weight – must go well compared to original cars performance!” Mike: “How long are your legs?” George: 
“Ha ha, my legs were not nearly long enough (now that I am sitting in the back seat) so I just moved the engine and 
gearbox closer to my feet... problem solved!... or maybe I redesigned the ideal weight distribution of the car and made 
sure as much as possible mass of the car was situated within the wheelbase of the chassis which along with many other 
changes from standard necessitated lowering and moving the engine and box back about 14" from its standard position.”
Sean: “Beautiful car and well done with the build. I am just starting here with a rebuild, I am converting a four door body 
to the Australian ute. With some small mods to the engine .”

Sorting problems out is the main function of the Forum. Peter posted: Sticking Valve. “Rude words and many of them. 
The car was running a few months ago having been wakened from its enforced rest. Following brake system overhaul 
I removed the distributor to give it a good service, when it was replaced the car would not start. As I had removed and 
refitted the dizzy I was certain that there was an ignition problem and have spent many hours investigating.
This morning with the plugs removed I thought I would check for compression problems, even turning the cold engine 
over by hand I had reasonable pressure from 1,2 and 4 all similar. Nil from three. I could cry, no. 5 valve stuck open. So 
head off tomorrow, the car's not mine. Let’s see if I can remember Eddie’s instruction from a few years ago. Is owning 
an old car ever painless?” Mike: “Why not take the tappet cover off and force it back down with a screwdriver, adding 
a spray of WD40 down the valve stem, via the plug hole, through the red pipe they provide. It may get you going. I 
generally would do the same as you though, remove the head and replace the offending valve.” Pete: “If your engine is 
a side-valve then I would try releasing the “stuck” valve externally before taking the head off. The valve springs on these 
engines are not very strong and I have experienced a valve sticking just due to gum from old fuel. A thin wooden dowel 
on the valve head (via a spark plug hole) and a screw driver (or similar) accessed through the tappet chest (once cover 
removed) has worked for me in the past. Once freed, a light squirt of WD40 might do the trick. Then use Shell V Power 
or suitable additive for a while to clean the upper cylinders and valve stems. This might prevent a re-occurrence. Good 
luck,” Bob: “Keeping an old car running is never painless. All part of the fun.” Simon: “I’m sure I’ve said it before, but 
once you’ve got the valve free (as advice above), get the engine going. Warm it up and put it on fast idle somewhere 
outside away from the family and using a hypodermic syringe, without a needle, bleed Redex upper cylinder lubricant 
into the carburettor intake. A bit more than a drip at a time. About 50 ccs should do it. As you do it you will hear the 
engine change to a less noisy, happier note. The exhaust will blow very smokey for a while, but I hope you find the valve 
is free again. One thing that causes valve sticking is use of a lead replacement additive, which clags up valve stems in 
my experience.” Brian: “No 5 valve is under the plug hole on no 3 cylinder and a piece of dowel or brass rod hit with a 
hammer will normally free it.” Back to Peter: “Thanks guys for all the advice. I am going to try the above before removing 
the head. Unfortunately the beast needs to live outside as we do not have a garage. Tappet cover was removed yesterday 
before the monsoon, initially to check that it was a stuck valve rather than jammed tappet or cam follower, I did not 
want to start tapping through the head until I checked that. So between showers today I shall give a squirt or two with 

June on the Forum
Bob WilliamsForum Files
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penetrating oil and try freeing it from above. Simon, if/when I get 
it free I shall try your tip. Thanks again all.” And then Peter again: 
“Ok, big smile, penetrating fluid, wooden dowel, hammer and a 
lot of exercise. Managed to tap valve head down with difficulty, 
to front of car to turn over on handle (short arms), to side of car 
to check tappet chest and repeat about a dozen or more times 
with copious amounts of penetrating fluid. Finally valve dropping 
under spring pressure without sticking. Will give it another half 
hour and recheck, if still OK will start putting things back together. 
Thanks for all the advice guys.” And Peter yet again: “Big, big 
smile. Put it all back together, ignition timing set on the basic TDC. 
(Will strobe later). Ignition on, choke halfway out, a little tickle on 
the carb then a flick on the starting handle and VROOM. Now a 
walk up the road to get some UCL and follow Simon’s advice.”
Create63: “UCL?” Chris: “University College of London? No, 
Redex. And, using the vehicle is the best way.” Create63: “Your 
car gets some TLC which is ACE. PAW.”

So Peter’s problem was solved BUT another post from Peter: More valve problems. “Following on from my earlier 
thread, since unsticking No 5 valve I have started the engine daily without problem and it ran sweetly, until yesterday 
afternoon. It would not start, absolutely nothing at all. Tappet cover off again and now it is Nos 2 and 7 stuck open. 
Obviously something has gummed things up so I shall have to remove the head tomorrow and give the valve guides and 
stems a good degunge. Oh Joy!” Richard: “These are inlet valves. Normally exhaust valves would be more susceptible 
to sticking owing to carbon build-up. It seems to me that if you were to ease them off as you did the last one and then 
follow the advice to inject Redex or some other upper cylinder lubricant into the carb with the engine running your 
problem may be addressed without removing the head. In the absence of lead modern fuels run very dry and hot, and 
this is likely the cause of the trouble, so adding UCL to the fuel is just a sensible precaution to make the top end’s life a 
little easier. On the positive side, the valves’ tendency to stick may mean that the guides are in excellent condition with 
negligible wear.” Peter: “Thanks Richard for the positive comment re valve guides. I added the Redex as soon as it 
started the other day, both in the tank and through the carb. I shall try to shift them first, I gave them a good dousing in 
penetrating fluid earlier and as they were moving 24 hours ago, they may give with a little persuasion.” Dave: “Hi, Peter. 
I’m not claiming I thought of this, I think I read it on this forum! I have been putting two stroke oil in the fuel tank every 
time I fill up and haven’t had any problems, I don’t measure the amount! Just put some in, it smokes a bit sometimes but I 
don’t mind as I’m in front.” Back to Peter: “Thanks Dave. Time seems to fly by, but this year whatever the weather it will 
be run at least weekly (once I get this latest problem sorted).” And again Peter: “Well, the valves were not stuck open. On 
a closer look into the tappet chest I realised that the half inch or so gap between the tappet adjuster and the base of the 
valve was due to gremlins having caused (a) that both tappets were in almost their lowest position. (b) The lock nuts on 
both had somehow loosened and made their way to the top of the adjuster thread allowing the adjuster to work its way 
down. I admit that I jumped to the wrong conclusion without proper investigation after having the earlier No. 5 valve 
sticking. Both locknuts were hard to release but finally I managed and checked and reset all clearances making sure all 
locknuts tightened in the correct position. A swing on the handle and a smooth start.”
There were no more valve related posts from Peter so we can assume problems sorted (for now).
If you have something special log on to the Forum and tell us your story.

Bob Williams (bob@justwilliams.co.uk)
EDITOR’S NOTE:
Any member intending to act upon advice given in the Forum or to use any products or services mentioned, is strongly 
recommended to read the Morris Register disclaimer at the top of page 3 of Morris Monthly.



to right or left, but in practice it has to withstand 
heavy blows when a thoughtless driver bumps a 
front wheel against a high kerb and it has to resist 
all manner of stresses set up by road irregularities. 
Defective shock absorbers and incorrect front tyre 
pressures add to the burdens which are imposed 
upon the steering gear, whilst congested streets 
and crowded garages involving a great deal of low-
speed manoeuvring subject modern steering gears to 
strains which were unknown a few years ago.
Before commencing to describe how Bishop cam 
steering gears are made it will be well to introduce the 
reader to the various components. The steering wheel 
is attached to the top of a hollow shaft surrounded by 
a tube, the two together being commonly termed the 
"steering column". At the foot of the hollow shaft is 
a case-hardened steel component having the general 
appearance of a worm and styled the cam. This is 
supported top and bottom by ball races and you will 
find shims under the bottom cover of your steering 
box which enable the clearances of these ball races to 
be so adjusted that the cam can turn freely without 
there being any up and down movement.

The Conical Connection
Engaging with the "thread" of the cam there is a 
kind of peg which is styled the conical connection. 
It is mounted in the top of a lever which forms part 
of a transverse shaft. On the far end of this shaft a 
spline is formed to carry the drop arm, which in turn 
supports the draglink connecting with the offside 

THE steering gears of all current Morris models are 
of the Bishop cam type and are made at Luton 

for Cam Gears Limited by their associated company 
Geo. Kent Ltd.
Here there is a huge plant devoted to steering gear 
production and capable of producing some 5000 
complete steering gears a week. It is a plant of a very 
unusual kind, because people's lives depend upon 
the work which is done. One's pleasure when driving 
is also affected to a very great extent by the action of 
the steering gear.

Interesting Occupation
The first thing that a visitor notices at the Luton Works 
is that there are men working all the machines. Here 
one sees on every hand real craftsmen doing work 
which they enjoy, and it is a pleasant experience for 
one who has visited many factories over a long period 
of years to encounter this link with the days when 
all car components were craftsman-built. Today the 
tendency is so much towards the machine of uncanny 
precision operated by a girl whose only interest in it 
is the number of units it can produce per hour.
In the production of steering gears the first 
requirement is freedom from any possibility of 
fracture.
This involves a very careful choice of materials 
coupled with perpetual laboratory work to ensure 
that the requisite standards of hardness, toughness 
and so forth are being maintained. If steel is 
subjected to vibration and heavy reversals of load it 
is liable to become fatigued, and these are the very 
conditions under which almost every steering gear 
has to operate.
Theoretically its function is merely to turn the wheels 

Items of  interest
f rom The Morr is  Owner
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Exactly Eighty

A VISIT TO CAM GEARS LTD.  By F. L. M. HARRIS

Final test of a Wolseley Fourteen gear. The drop-arm 
is loaded to reveal freedom of working

The Making of Your
STEERING GEAR

Gauging a Morris Eight steering box to ascertain the 
number of shims to provide correct adjustment
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front wheel.
The whole of the steering gear 
is enclosed in a casing known 
as the steering box. The casing 
is a malleable casting which 
you must keep filled with the 
lubricant recommended in 
your Instruction Manual. This 
lubricant takes care of the two 
ball races and it has to resist 
the heavy pressure between 
the conical connection and the 
cam. In addition it must feed 
the rocker-shaft bearing, which 
is a very hard bronze bush. A 
very thick lubricant such as 
grease could not penetrate into 
this bearing an( a thin oil might 
leak out through it.
At the Luton factory the most 
interesting operation is the 
manufacture of the cams. First 
they are cut from lengths of 
steel bar and are bored and splined to receive the 
inner shaft of the steering column. Next the "thread" 
is formed on them. It is roughed out for a start and 
then a rotary cutter generates the finished track. In 
doing so it follows the exact path which will be taken 
in the finished steering box by the conical connection. 
This path is not, of course, parallel with the axis of 
the cam because the conical connection moves in an 
arc struck about the centre of the rocker-shaft.
The generating of the cams is thus one of considerable 
technical interest, especially so as the rotary cutter 
is so governed that it makes allowance for the fact 
that the central part of the cam will be subject to 
more wear than its ends. The ends of the cam come 
into use, of course, only on full lock, whereas the 
central part is always at work whenever the car is on 
the road.

Hardened Bearing Surfaces
The conical connection used in the steering boxes 
of the smaller Morris models is 
a straightforward cone-shaped 
piece of nickel case-hardening 
steel pressed into the rocker. On 
the 18 h.p. and 25 h.p. models 
it is free to revolve in the rocker, 
being mounted in a specially 
designed combination ball and 
roller bearing. This steering gear 
is known as the high-efficiency 
model and reduces the effort 
required when manoeuvring a 
big and heavy car.
The steering rocker and its 
shaft are a single forging of 
manganese-molybdenum and 
the end which projects from the 
steeng box has a spline and a 
thread on it. This component 
has heavy torsional strains to 
withstand. To ensure freedom 
from cracks or flaws the 

whole of it is polished prior to 
numerous inspections, which 
include placing it in a magnetic 
field and spraying it with iron 
filings. This is the surest way to 
spot a defect, because any little 
flaw is immediately revealed by 
the iron filings piling up around 
it under the magnetic action.
M a n g a n e s e - m o l y b d e n u m 
is also used for the making 
of drop arms, a particularly 
interesting example being that 
of the Morris Ten, which has 
the ball end formed integral 
with the arm itself. A problem 
which arose was that the ball 
had to have a hard surface to 
resist neglected lubrication of 
the draglink connection, whilst 
any general brittleness was, 
of course, out of the question. 
The method adopted is to polish 

the entire drop arm after manufacture and then to 
copper-plate the whole of it except the ball itself.
The component then goes to the heat treatment 
shop, where case-hardening is resisted by the copper 
plating and accordingly affects only the ball, leaving 
the remainder of the drop arm unchanged. On 
models other than the Ten the ball end is a separate 
component, so that this interesting operation is not 
necessary.
Another usage of copper plating is to resist rusting of 
the splines on which the steering wheel of the Morris 
Fourteen slides up and down for adjustment. There 
is an internally-splined steel sleeve which works on 
the inner steering column and which obviates the 
wear encountered when the outer component is of a 
soft material.
Before they go to the assembly shop all the vital 
components of a steering gear undergo a special 
tempering operation to relieve them of any hardening 

or machining stresses. One 
realises when one sees the 
care taken in heat treatment 
how important it is to replace 
steering parts damaged in an 
accident and not to attempt to 
straighten them in a forge or 
with a blow-lamp.
In the assembly shop skilled 
men are employed on all 
operations and there is a final 
test when complete steering 
gears are mounted on a 
special testing appliance which 
instantly reveals their freedom 
of working and the correctness 
of the various adjustments. If all 
is well they are packed on lorries 
for Cowley to be built into your 
Morris car.

A magnetic track detector testing the 
steering rocker shaft

Testing the truth of the cams used on 
Morris Twelves and Fourteens
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AS I write, there is a story going the rounds to 
the effect that the British Interplanetary Society 

is busily engaged in the construction of a vessel 
capable of reaching the moon. The tale is, of course, 
bosh, and hence commands the implicit belief of a 
wide and ever increasing following. A day does not 
pass but some incredulous correspondent writes in 
about it, or some hopeful newspaper editor assaults 
my ear by long distance telephone, demanding 
information and a free passage for an unfortunate 
staff photographer. Even the BBC has touched upon 
the matter, alleged and supposed. Finally, and despite 
all denials, the nonsense has recently found its way 
into print: a popular weekly, with a sworn circulation 
of ten  millions, has solemnly inform its readers that 
a certain European Dictator, in persuance of his 
aims at world domination, is planning toestablish 
a base on the earth's unsuspecting satellite — in 
which far-reaching enterprise The British Society is 
fevereshly working to beat hin to it, that the lamp of 
freedom may continue fitfully to burn, and the moon 
be made safe for democracy. All of which, plainly 
enough, is bosh-cum-bunkum amd all of which, as 

in duty-bound I must relate, has followed upon the 
publication by the British Interplanetary Society of a 
proposed design for a suggestived lunar space ship. 

Back to Earth
What may be termed the conventional lunar 
spaceship of today is envisaged as a comparatively 
large vessel, loaded with thousands of tons of liquid 
fuel so stored that consumption of it will take place 
in three successive stages — the triple step rocket of 
Oberth and others. But the possibility of such a vessel 
being constructed in the near future is remote. For 
one thing, its cost, inclusive of preliminary research, 
has been estimated at millions of pounds. And 
for another, there has yet to be devised a suitable 
liquid fuel motor, which task alone will entail years 
of research and the expediture of a great deal more 
money than is at present available. 
The advantages claimed for liquid fuel are, I believe, 
indisputable. But it is no less beyond dispute that 
these advantages can have no practical value until 
such time as a suitable liquid fuel rocket motor 
is developed — and that day is most certainly not 
yet. At present, indeed, advocates of liquid fuel 

The true position of interplanetary progress 
expounded by an authoritative writer
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(of whom I happen to be one) are akin to a party 
of explorers stranded in the midst of a vast desert, 
hopefully seated on a pile of empty petrol drums: if 
some friendly sheik came along and offered the loan 
of an aeroplane, escape could be made with ease 
— if a supply of petrol were available. The BIS, in 
the meantime, proposes to use the astronautical 
equivalent of a camel: powder fuel.

Cellular Construction
It must not be supposed that in reverting to solid 
fuel the British Society has made no attempt to 
overcome the disadvantages associated with such 
a move. On the contrary, these disadvantages have 
been minimised in a most ingenious manner — by 
the adoption of what is termed cellular construction. 
As the name implies, the space ship is built up 
of thousands of cellules (powder tubes), suitably 
stacked. By this means, the dangers associated with 
a large store of powder are greatly reduced, while at 
the same time no small measure of control during 
combustion becomes possible. Individually, of 
course, the tubes of powder, once ignited, wil burn 
uncontrollably. But collectively, the number of tubes 
so firing at any given moment rests with the operator.
In practice, the tubes will be fired in rings, starting 
from the outside and working progressively inwards. 
Each tube, or motor, is held in position by a one 
way bolt. On ignition, the initial thrust releases the 
tube, which, however, remains in position during 
combustion by virtue of the thrust which served to 
release it. But once the tube is expended, it would 
automatically become detached from the ship. Thus 
the vessel is progressively relieved of the weight of 
fuel and containers — not, in the case of the latter in 
two or three stages only (as with conventional step 
rockets), but continuously, and all the while. 
In effect, cellular construction gives rise, not to 
a three-step rocket but to a rocket composed of 
thousands of steps. An immense saving in the initial 
amount of fuel required 
is thus effected. As a 
result, the size of the 
vessel can be kept 
within reasonable 
bounds, which, in 
turn, affects the all-
important question of 
costs. The BIS lunar 
spaceship, with a 
diameter of twenty 
feet, and a overall 
length at the onset 
of its flight, of ninety 
feet, will weigh about 
a thousand tons. And 
the cost is estimated 
at a mere £250,000. 
Hence the Society's 
claim that the ship 
could be constructed 
today. And hence, 
no doubt, the story 
that the ship actually 
is being constructed 

today — albeit no mention is made as to how the 
Society happened to gain access to quarter of a 
million pounds!

Possibilities
There is little doubt, I think, that, sooner or later, an 
attempt to reach the moon will be made along the 
lines now proposed. How soon is largely a question 
of cost, and by what means the necessary money will 
be raised I do not pretend to know. Nor do I venture 
to suggest that the attempt will prove an unqualified 
success. Far more likely, I fear, will it end in disaster. 
But even so, there will be no lack of volunteers who 
are prepared to take the many risks involved. There is, 
however, another possibility to be considered: what 
if the vessel crashed back to earth, and demolished 
half a township? So deplorable a circumstance might 
conceivably occur, and it is to be feared that the phrase 
"in the interests of Science" may not prove a wholly 
acceptable epitaph to the relatives of a thousand 
or more deceased. The fact that many times this 
number of people are annually slaughtered on the 
roads, in the interests of Governmental inefficiency, 
will probably be dismissed as beside the point. And 
the seemingly impossible task of providing sensible 
highways is not to be compared with the pleasurable 
business of prohibiting rocket research, already 
under a virtual ban. A series of disasters, I suggest, 
may force experimenters to construct and launch 
their vessels in secret, hunted the while by hordes 
of international polizei. A world which decried the 
discovery of chloroform, anti-toxins, the locomotive, 
and the aeroplane, is not likely to take kindly to the 
spaceship — at least for a while. I predict that the 
first man to reach the moon will be a fugitive from 
justice, with a criminal record and a price upon his 
head.
Morris Monthly Editor's note:
I have reprinted this article to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary 
of the moon landings and to illustrate what was being 
considered a mere thirty years before that.
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and temperature, apart from the fact that with the 
engine running normally a relief pressure valve is 
provided to prevent the pressure from exceeding a 
predetermined maximum. The latter differs according 
to the adjustment of the valve, but is usually 40-60 
lb. per sq. in.

High Pressure after Cold Start
When the engine is started from cold the oil is less 
fluid (more viscous) than it is when it has become 
hot during the running of the car. In consequence,  
it flows less freely through the various pipes and 
passages, and this reluctance to circulate applies 
also to the movement of surplus oil through the relief 
valve. This, in turn, causes a higher gauge pressure 
to be shown for the time being, particularly in cold 
weather.
After ten or fifteen miles the oil should have warmed 
up and the gauge be showing normal pressure, so 
long as the engine is rotating at a moderate or fast 

UNDER many conditions of running 
it is only to be expected that 

extensive variations will occur in the 
oil pressure indicated by the gauge 
provided on the instrument board. 
But in some circumstances such 
variations must be considered as a 
warning to the driver that something 
is amiss with the lubrication system; 
although the irregularity may or may 
not demand immediate correction, as 
the following will show.
First, it may be pointed out that 
the indicated oil pressure varies 
ordinarily with both engine speed 

The arrows in this drawing show points where wear in 
bearings of an elderly engine causes loss of oil pressure

speed. But if the engine speed falls below a certain 
value, as in the case of the car speed dropping to less 
than 20-25 m.p.h. on top gear, the greater fluidity 
(lower viscosity) of the warm oil and the lower rate 
of delivery by the oil pump may cause the gauge to 
show a pressure below normal. In fact, when the oil 
is really hot (after a continuous run of 15-20 miles, 
a long hill-climb or a spell of fast running on a warm 
day, for instance), oil pressure may fall below normal 
at even 30 m.p.h. on top gear, while with the engine 
idling the gauge may show no more than 5-10 lb. 
pressure — if as much as that on a car that has 
covered some thousands of miles in all.

When Warmed Up
This reduction of indicated pressure with engine 
speed and temperature does not necessarily mean 
that a smaller volume of oil is being circulated at 
any given speed, but simply that the ease with which 
the hot oil passes through the pipes, etc., causes 
the pressure in the latter to be correspondingly low. 
Nevertheless, the fall in pressure would indicate 
something wrong if pressure did not rise immediately 
the engine speed was increased. If zero pressure 
were shown at idling speed, for instance, even in the 
case of a well-worn car, a jump in pressure shown by 
the gauge should immediately follow an increase in 
engine speed when the accelerator is depressed.

Abnormal Variations
And here it may be said that oil pressure in an old 
engine tends to be lower than in a newer one because 
wear of the pump renders it less efficient and wear 
of the bearings reduces the resistance to oil passing 
through them. This result of wear should not, 
however, be countenanced beyond a certain point; 
if it causes oil pressure to stand below, say, 20 lb. 
when the engine is hot and the car runs on top gear 
at 30-40 m.p.h. or more, it is time that the engine 
was overhauled — bearings attended to, pump 

O I L P R E S S U R E
VA R I AT I O N S
EFFECTS OF ENGINE SPEED AND TEMPERATURE
By . . .  MARCUS W. BOURDON
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reconditioned and so on.
So much for variations in pressure 
that are normal or due to lengthy 
use. As regards those that 
are  abnormal, implying some 
irregularity, the most usual takes 
the form of oscillation of the 
gauge hand without appreciable 
variation in engine speed. If this 
occurs while the engine is warming 
up or idling after a cold start, the 
cause will probably be the use of an 
unsuitable grade of oil, an oil that is too 
thick or too heavy. This may be 
the case during a cold spell in 
Autumn or Winter with an oil of 
the Summer grade still in use the 
oil while cold will not flow as quickly into the pump 
as the latter is able to discharge it, the result being 
that the pump "draws air", as well as oil, but not 
enough of the latter to maintain a steady pressure. 
The remedy is to drain off the oil in the sump and 
replenish with a suitable grade.
Another possible cause of a fluctuating oil pressure 
without much, if any, variation of engine speed is a 
loose union joint or a cracked oil pipe on the intake 
side of the pump, thus permitting air to enter, as in 
the case of too heavy an oil in use.
A third possibility is one that in most instances 
implies shameful neglect on the part of the owner-
driver, viz. an excessively low level of oil in the sump, 
for the level would have to be far below the lowest 
marking on the dip-rod to cause the pump to be 
starved of oil for this reason. The owner-driver would 
be absolved from the implication of shameful neglect 
if the low oil level were due to a broken pipe or loose 
union on the delivery side of the 
pump, so allowing oil to escape; 
but this is a possibility rather 
remote, unless somebody has 
removed the pipe and either fitted 
it improperly or failed to tighten 
the loose union
Mention of a low oil level in 
connection with gauge pressure 
gives opportunity for referring 
to a misunderstanding that has 
been found to exist in the mind 
of some owner-drivers. Let it be 
said most emphatically, therefore, 
that it is not intended that the 
gauge should indicate the need 
for oil replenishment. It will serve 
thus, as just mentioned, if the oil 
level has fallen to a very low level, 
a dangerous level; but to depend 
upon it to tell when replenishment 
is needed is asking for trouble. 
Replenishment should be made 
long before the gauge pressure 
falls through pump starvation — 
hundreds of miles before.

Sump Capacity
The foregoing recalls another 

misunderstanding, viz. that if the 
sump is given an oil capacity 

sufficient for 1500-2000 miles 
running, or more, there is no 
advantage in replenishing it more 
frequently than at intervals of, 
say, 1000 miles. But this is not 
so; one reason why so much oil 
is provided for is that the more 
there is in circulation the lower its 

temperature will be under normal 
running conditions. Cool oil is better 

than hot oil, not to say boiling oil, as 
a lubricant; and very hot oil 
deteriorates rapidly from even 
its initially lowered efficiency. 
Hence the benefit of replenishing 

the sump frequently so that the level shall be at or 
near the high mark during as large a proportion of 
the mileage as possible within reason. To revert to 
variations in indicated pressure that suggest some 
irregularity, there is one that calls for mention, 
though it is very infrequently encountered. It takes 
the form of pressure rising much above normal 
with increase of engine speed above a certain point 
and with the engine thoroughly warm or hot. It will 
suggest one of two irregularities. The first is an 
obstruction in the oil circuit close to the delivery 
side of the pump, at some point beyond the coupling 
pipe leading to the gauge. The second is a choked or 
jammed relief pressure valve. Though either of these 
is a rare thing to happen, mention of them is called 
for because when excessive pressure is observed in 
the circumstances specified it should not be viewed 
with complacence, for it may be due to an obstruction 
that would mean little or no oil reaching some or all 

of the parts requiring a continuous 
supply. Thus an assumed sign 
of excess oil delivery may really 
imply oil starvation.
Finally, loss of pressure under 
any conditions may be due to 
the oil filter being choked, thus 
preventing the oil from reaching 
the pump freely. But oil filters 
on the suction side of the pump 
are nowadays of such generous 
dimensions that they are not 
prone to become choked in less 
than twelve months running, if as 
frequently as that.
In the case of Morris cars fitted 
with external oil filters, the oil 
filtering element will, of course, 
need attention at more frequent 
intervals — every 2000 miles, 
unless of the "throw-away" type. 
Neglect of this attention will cause 
the relief valve of the filter to 
operate and thus pass the oil to 
the engine in an unfiltered state, 
which is highly detrimental, and 
therefore expensive in the long 
run.

Pressure may fall below normal as in this 
instance under hot running conditions

(Above) Some engines have a cock in 
the oil gauge pipe (indicated by arrow); 
this should, of course, be turned on
(Below) If the oil is low in the sump the 
pump may be starved in consequence
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HOLIDAY TRAFFIC on Rochester Way — This is a 
sample of the congestion, caused by the necessity 
for single line traffic through the city, during the 
last holiday week-end at the Rochester end of this 
highway. Avoid it if you can during the August 
holiday.

BALLON RACE RESULTS

THE MORRIS OWNER balloon race, in the course 
of which competitors released some two hundred 

balloons from the enclosure at Donington Race Track 
at the Rally on 4th June last, has now closed.
In accordance with the conditions announced at the 
time, the competitors whose balloons were returned 
to the Editor not later than the 30th June from the 
farthest distances, as certified by the attached post 
cards, are the winners. The winning competitors are 
the holders of counterfoils numbered:
40, whose balloon reached Preesall, near Fleetwood, 
Lancs. 95, whose balloon reached Singleton, near 

THE STAGE COACH IS NOT DEAD — The picturesque 
old stage coach "Perseverance", which runs daily from 
Park Lane to Hampton Court during the Summer 
months, passing through Richmond Park

DESIRABLE RESIDENCE  — The cubby hole of a Morris 
Twelve, was occupied by a family of robins of whom five 
were young ones, and who travelled 600 miles with the 
car

CONCESSION TO BRITISH MOTORISTS

TROUBLESOME and costly formalities with which 
British motorists have to comply when visiting America 

are likely to be obviated as the result of a new Bill which 
has been passed by the New York State Assembly, Albany, 
and which is shortly to go before the Senate. Hitherto it has 
been necessary for all motor tourists to comply with the 
licensing regulations. For example, members of the first 
J.C.C. Motor Rally to America in 1936 were called upon to 
pay six months' tax, although they were in America only for 
fourteen days. Furthermore, they had to undergo special 
tests in order to obtain the State Operators' Licence.
With the approach of their next Rally to the U.S.A., 
representations have been made on behalf of the Junior 
Car Club, with the result that the payment of tax will be 
avoided and a British driving licence will be sufficient for 
the duration of the Rally.
The intention of the authorities is to give the new 
arrangements a trial period of two years in the hope that 
the authorities in Great Britain would make reciprocal 
arrangements for American tourists in this country. The 
negotiations were carried through by Mr. Graham Lyon, of 
Autocheques Ltd.

Preston, Lancs. 164, whose balloon reached 
Leyland, near Preston, Lancs.
The prizes will be awarded to the holders of 
these counterfoils in that order, if they will 
forward them to the Editor of The MORRIS 
Owner.

NATIONAL SAFETY AWARDS

A PRESENTATION of Safe Driving awards to 
drivers of Post Office Engineering vehicles 

attached to the Bristol telephone area took 
place recently at the Postal Sorting Office, 
Temple Meads, Bristol.
The awards included silver medals and bars 
to existing medals.
A total of 215 drivers was entered for the 
competition last year and awards have been 
gained by 167 of them, i.e. nearly 78 per 
cent. In view of the fact that there are 225 
vehicles in use in the Bristol area, and that 
the total annual mileage amounts to more 
than 1,800,000, this is considered a very 
satisfactory result.
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The complete edition of The Morris Owner for August 1939 is available as a pdf on the website.
Other items of interest include:
• A New Wolseley Model 
• A Motorist in Madeira
• An Easily Made Lean-to Garage

RUNNING HINTS IN PICTURES No. 88

1. Hinges require occasional oiling with a few 
drops of good quality thin oil

3.  Door lock bolts should be 
lubricated: there is an oil hole 
provided for this purpose

1
2

3

5

4

Lubrication and Care 
of Door Fittings

5. If necessary, tighten the screws of pin socket plates (as shown 
here) and plates. There is an adjustment provided for the latter 
for use if required

2. Window winders (and also 
interior door handles) may 
be checked over with the 
screwdriver and tightened 
if necessary

4. After the first 
1000 miles of 
running, and 
p e r i o d i c a l l y 
during the 
life of the car, 
inspect the 
screws holding 
the hinges to 
the body and 
door pillars, and 
give each screw 
half a turn with 
a screwdriver 
where necessary

19
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Raymond Mays at the wheel of his 
‘White Riley’ when it appeared in 

public for the first time at Brooklands 
on 7th August 1933. Mays persuaded 
Victor Riley to build the car on a Riley 
12/6 chassis with supercharging and 
fine tuning of the 6-cylinder engine by
Mays’ engineer friend Peter Berthon, working with Austin racing designer Tom Murray Jamieson and design draughtsman 
Aubrey Barratt. It proved to be very fast and competitive and it was in essence, the prototype for the hugely successful, but 
arguably less handsome, ERA (English Racing Automobiles) voiturette racing cars.        [Ken Martin’s Collection]

A c1935 Morris 16 ‘Redfern’ Saloon-Tourer of c1935 from the Folkstone coachworks of Maltby’s Motor Works & Garages Ltd. 
The key feature of the car was the hydraulically operated hood via a lever next to the driver. Then windows wound down 

to make a completely open arrangement possible. It cost £399.                            [Motor Sport Images Plate Motor 724-6]
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Some photographs appear with thanks to MOTOR SPORT IMAGES. For further information concerning copies or the reproduction of any images thus 
attributed, please send an email enquiry to info@motorsportimages.com mentioning Morris Monthly with the image reference number. 
Important notice: Images may have been cropped and subject to digital enhancement here and hence differ from those supplied by Motor Sport Images.

Several special cottage-bodied ‘carnival’ vehicles were built for the Dominion Dairy Co Ltd of Ayesbury, to promote its 
Chilvern Cottage Cheese. This one, based on a Morris Commercial T2 one-ton lorry chassis, is taking part in the 1933 

Ramsgate Concours d’Elegance. Others with an identical ‘cottage’ design, but built to an appropriate scale, appeared on Morris 
Minor and Austin Seven chassis. The man and woman on the right appear to be very tall.     [Motor Sport Images Plate C1231]

This incongruous sight, of people in bathing costumes, 
boating on the River Wey, whilst watching racing 

cars in action on the Brooklands race track banking, was 
photographed in August 1938.            [Ken Martin’s Collection]
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A popular motor sport starting point for both men and women 
were the rallies of the period. The inaugural RAC rally was 
held in 1932 attracting a huge entry of 367 cars, 59 (16%) of 

which were entered by women. On top of that many other 
women participated as navigators and co-drivers in cars 
entered by men, so their involvement was significant, far 
exceeding anything likely to be seen today. So much for 
the advancement of gender equality!

All home U.K. nations introduced national car rallies 
during the Thirties decade, with Northern Ireland initiating 

this trend with 
their Ulster Motor 

Rally in August 1931. 
England and Scotland 

following in 1932 (RAC and 
RSAC respectively), while 
the South Wales Automobile 

Club belatedly launched a Welsh 
Rally in July 1935. Despite a 

very crowded motor sporting calendar, these new events were an immediate 
success and provided further opportunities for women to display their driving 
skills. Seven women competed in Morris cars in the 1932 RAC Rally including a 
Mrs G. Morris, while among the female ‘great and the good’ entered were Miss 
Kitty Brunell, The Honourable Mrs Victor Bruce, Miss Paddy Naismith, Lady De 
Clifford, The Countess Igor Ouvaroff and Barbara Skinner, who also took part in 
the 1933 running of the same event.
Beneath the top tier of women competitors, were a second echelon of successful 
club drivers. These ladies regularly took part each weekend at small motor club 
events which at this time were being held all over the UK. Single marque clubs 
were also springing up, perhaps the best-known of these being the MG Car Club, 
while the Vintage Sports Car Club (for pre-1930 built cars) made its debut in 
1934. All ran plenty of open sporting events each year. The Light Car magazine 
devoted a single page each week to club Items. Such was the size of the text on 
this page, that a magnifying glass was required to read it, as the editor attempted 
to cram in reports and entry lists from the myriad of contributing clubs.

Miss K. Dicks 1934 Morris Minor Tourer ALR 448 – Chiltern 100 Trial February 1935                                         [LAT C5327]

Glamour, Danger and Fast Females (Part 2)

In part one, (see June’s edition of Morris Monthly) many of the women featured were household names, due to their 
on-track exploits during that 15-year period prior to the commencement of the Second World War. This second article 

delves a little deeper and attempts to provide an insight into the degree to which women were a significant and integral 
part of motor sport at that time.

Competitors signing on for the 1929 WASA 
Basingstoke trial                [LAT photoscan]

The cover of the 1932 RAC Rally 
programme
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WASA (The Women’s Automobile 
& Sports Association) attracted 
many top-class club drivers to 
their events and while not as 
well-known as those seen at 
Brooklands, these weekend club 
competitors built solid reputations 
in motor sporting circles for their 
prowess at the wheel. Their 
names, Labouchere, Goodban, 
Schwedler, etc., (always pre-
fixed by ‘Miss’ or ‘Mrs’) appeared 
regularly in the award columns of 
Light Car and Autocar, while The 
Autocar carried a special article 
in a spring 1931 edition entitled 
‘Women in trials’ such was their impact on that sport at the time.
The Minor and its cousins, the Wolseley Hornet and MG Midget, were a particularly attractive sporting proposition 
for women, who favoured their ease of handling and nimbleness in preference to heavier offerings from other rival 
manufacturers. One such female, Mrs Sybil Edmundson, entered her 1933 McEvoy Minor Special in the very first Welsh 
Rally in July 1935 along with her navigator Mrs Marjorie Dixon. The rally entry documents for this couple and their car 
(JG 3566) are in the author’s ownership and make for fascinating reading. The crew were tasked with completing a 
circuitous 1000-mile route from London to Cardiff within a 48-hour period, keeping strictly to a pre-ordained schedule, 
with a compulsory series of check-ins en-route. This they successfully achieved, although unfortunately they lost points 
in the driving test section that followed.
The increasing popularity of rallies meant that cars of a less sporting nature than the types needed for speed events 
could take part, so touring cars and even family saloons were the vehicles of choice for some. As can be seen from 
this LAT photo, Miss T.P. Hart opted to take her new Morris Minor Saloon on the 1934 RAC Rally which concluded in 
Bournemouth and she was far from alone in making such a choice.

The period photographs of 
this emergent tranche of 
female competitors indicate 
that they were largely drawn 
from the rapidly expanding 
middle-class. They were 
primarily young women with 
parents from a professional 
background confidently 
making their own way in 
the world following their full 
emancipation in 1928. A one 
in five, women to men ratio 
in club events and rallies was 
not uncommon and grew 
as the decade proceeded. 
Many of these women were 
required to utilise the driving 
skills they had honed during 
the Thirties in the bloody 
conflict that followed.

Five of the forty-four women 
competitors in the 1935 RAC 
Eastbourne Rally carefully study 
instructions and route books before 
setting off.
[LAT photoscan – Autocar March 1935]

Two pages from the 1935 
Welsh Rally Route book 
for car no. 42, that driven 
by Sybil Edmundson and 
Marjorie Dixon
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Right:
Mrs Edmundson and Mrs Dixon in 
their 1933 McEvoy Minor Special sign 
out of The Ace of Spades Garage on 
the A4 in Hounslow as they start the 
1935 Welsh Rally with precisely 1000 
miles ahead of them.       [LAT C6934]

That inter-war period was surely a 
golden era for women in motorsport, 
although why, after World War Two, 
female participation should fall away so 
dramatically and continue to this day is 
an ongoing mystery.

Left:
Barbara Skinner in her Tigress 
engined Morris Cowley Skinner 
Special who took part in both the 
1932 and 1933 RAC Rallies in YF 
15, seen here at Shelsley Walsh in 
1932.                           [LAT B9015]

Right:
Miss T.P. Hart in her 1934 
Minor Saloon follows a 
sporting Austin Seven as 
they leave the London 
Control at the start of the 
1934 RAC Bournemouth 
Rally in March that year.

[LAT C2674]
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Start by drifting the roller bearing race back into the main 
housing using a brass drift and copper mallet. This will 
only need light tapping to fit, and is followed by fitting 
its circlip. The circlip is tricky to fit back into its groove, 
but perseverance will prevail, especially if you have three 
hands!

Morris Eight Differential Rebuild
(Part 6) Simon Hadley
Editor's Note: This article originally appeared on 
the Forum in the Technical Articles section, but 
given that only about a quarter of members access 
the Forum, it seemed sensible to feature it, in 
episodes, in Morris Monthly

8. Fitting the Pinion Shaft to the Housing

With the diff housing in the jig in the vice, smear 
Hylomar on its front face before placing the shims 
(four on this unit) on the studs. Use Hylomar again 
on the last shim (facing the bearing housing) before 
offering up the pinion assembly to the studs and 
tapping it home with a copper mallet. Hylomar was 
used as we could not be certain that the mating faces 
of the diff housing and bearing housing were 100% 
true, but should not be necessary between the shims. 
On building a unit from scratch, the number of shims 
here is very important as it sets the pinion flush with 
the outer edge of the crown wheel. However, as new 
shims are not available, and since I was simply refitting 
components already measured and machined for each 
other, I could be fairly confident that these would be 
OK in this case. I did measure the combined thickness 
of the four shims here with a micrometer; it was about 
0.029".
Add the four nuts with spring washers and tighten up.

The pinion shaft is now complete and installed in the 
housing.
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With the assembly balanced on two engineer's 
v-blocks and using a dial test indicator with magnetic 
base, a chalk mark was made next to one tooth on 
the crown wheel and the dial zeroed. By turning the 
crown wheel the test indicator shows the trueness 
(run-out) in thousandths of an inch through one 
complete rotation. On this assembly we had 0.002" 
movement, so this crown wheel passed the test. The 
Morris manual suggests that up to 0.003” run-out is 
acceptable. If more than this Morris recommended 
that you purchase two new differential gear housings. 
These housings cannot be machined because it 
would only increase pressure on the differential 
gears within.

9. Fitting the Crown Wheel Assembly and 
Checking Its Trueness

Turn the whole 
housing with fitted 
pinion assembly 
round in the vice. 
Offer up the crown 
wheel assembly to 
the housing and fit 
the two bearing caps 
left and right.
Check your marks to 
ensure each cap goes 
back to its original 
location. Re-fit the 
cap bolts and nip 
them up, but do not 
tighten them yet —
just sufficient to hold 
the caps in place.

Add the lock washer 
and large hex nut each 
side over the bearing, 
again only finger-tight 
for now, making sure 
there is equal thread 
showing each side.
Leaving the large hex 
nuts only finger-tight is 
necessary because you 
will next need to adjust 
the bearings and gears 
to set the backlash. As 
already mentioned it 
is important that the 
large hex nuts are fitted 
with equal thread 
showing each side 
for the forthcoming 
adjustments.
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Pull the bearings 
into position against 
the shoulders of 
their housings 
by progressively 
tightening the nuts to 
keep them an equal 
distance from the 
ends of the differential 
housing. Once the 
bearings are firmly 
locked against their 
respective shoulders 
the bearing caps can 
be fully tightened.

to be continued
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MORRIS REGISTER WEEKEND, 15th-16th JUNE

On a dry Friday in June the North East region members assembled at the Bridge Inn, Wetherby, for the journey north to the Beamish 
Living Museum.

We midway stopped for lunch and arrived at Beamish around 4 pm. This year we were allocated a different area nearer the old town 
which had more space than 2018. Shortly after arriving we were joined by our colleagues and friends from the North West region adding 
a more varied display of Morris cars. Having sorted out our location for the weekend we set off to our hotel, five minutes by car.
Friday evening was a get-together in the Stables restaurant with approx. 30 members exchanging vehicle stories and enjoying some lovely 
food and drinks.
On Saturday morning, all our vehicles were assembled on the allocated site and around 11 am we gathered for our traditional parade 
around the Beamish site avoiding the trams, buses and visitors, travelling at a compulsory 5mph! 
Beamish is full of attractions and things to do and see for both the young and the older! The Morris display attracted dozens of onlookers 
and interested visitors and around 4 pm we all assembled for the traditional parade. Hundreds of visitors gathered all around the route 
clapped and waved, a good time was had by all.
Around 6 pm we departed to the hotel and arranged to meet at 7 pm for dinner in the bar. Following dinner we transferred to a room 
for some quiz questions a raffle to finish off a very pleasant evening.
Sunday was an early start at 7.30 am to see the beginning of the “reliability trial”, an annual event for 150 cars of any make and model. 
The cars left at one minute intervals to cover quite a gruelling route of 150 miles. Two of our members, John Anderson and George Lee, 
took part and both returned safe and sound.
The gates re-opened again on Sunday to the general public and with the sun starting to shine for most of the day the attendance seemed 
greater than that of the previous.
At 11 am we again assembled for the traditional parade for the benefit of the visitors this was repeated again in the afternoon to the 
delight of the public once again lining the route.
At the close of the museum some members set off for home and other stayed for a third night and left on Monday. 
Our annual visit yet again was a great success and enjoyed by everyone who took part. Well done to Roy and Val Pidgeon for arranging 
the whole event, excellent as usual.                    Roy Smith 
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Morrises, and other interesting old cars, converged on the Hotel Metropole in Llandrindod Wells, the Victorian spa 
town in mid Wales, on 24 May, but there were also a number of modern cars taking part in the Weekend Break due 

to breakdowns. Our Morris Oxford broke a spring and had to return home on the back of an RAC breakdown lorry, and 
Peter Wood’s Wolseley Ten also had to pull out due to a broken steering knuckle, both of these being casualties of the 
deteriorating roads in South Wales. This was not, however, going to deter us from enjoying the break in company with 
the rest of the group of Morris owners.
The family owned Metropole Hotel, with its huge secure car park, 
is an ideal venue for car club events to explore the deserted road 
of mid Wales. Alongside our Morrises were a large contingent 
of Morgans, and other classic cars taking part in various rallies.   
John and Rhiannon, our organisers, had prepared detailed route 
instructions for the weekend, and pointed out that this was to be 
more of a tour than a pace-making rally, a meeting of like-minded 
old car friends old and new, in pleasant surroundings.
The route instructions included treasure hunt type clues, and day 
one was to take us past reservoirs, through the magnificent scenery 
of the Cambrian Mountains, and to Devils Bridge with its steam 
railway connection to Aberystwyth. Turning off the main A470 
Trunk Road, we entered Llanwrthwl on the banks of the river Wye, 
a small quiet village where the clues included the church of St. 
Gwrthwl, and Dololwlod House. This fine house and its estate, about a mile south of the village, were purchased by 
the inventor James Watt, 1736 to 1819, perhaps best known for the unit of power measure named after him. From 

here we were to see virtually no other traffic for the rest of the morning. 
After 4 miles of very narrow valley road, we passed through Elan Village 
and on to the road around the Elan Reservoirs, a chain of six man-made 
lakes created by damming the Elan and Claerwen rivers, built in 1893 by 
the Birmingham Corporation Water Department to provide clean drinking 
water for Birmingham.
From here we followed the mountain road across the top of the Cambrian 
Mountains, which are a huge wild and empty plateau lying between the 
Snowdonia and Brecon Beacons National Parks. Enjoying the superb 
extensive moorland views, the route then took us down through Cwmsymlog 
with its abandoned metal mines. This was one of the most important mining 
areas in Mid-Wales, having been one of the key silver producers of the area. 
Its greatest period of activity began in the 1620s until its closure in 1901.  It is 
now a site of Special Scientific Interest and a Scheduled Ancient Monument.  
A few miles further downhill, we arrived at Devils Bridge, with its three 
bridges and spectacular waterfalls, and which also includes the terminus of 
The Vale of Rheidol narrow gauge railway (Rheilffordd Cwm Rheidol).  This 
is a 1 ft 11¾in narrow gauge heritage railway, opened in 1902, that runs 
for 11¾ miles between Devil's Bridge and Aberystwyth.  Unlike most other 
preserved railways in the United Kingdom, the Vale of Rheidol Railway did 
not have a period of closure between its being part of the national rail system 
and becoming a heritage railway, and so has operated a continuous service 
for residents and tourists. The line was privatised in 1989, and continues to 
operate as a tourist railway. After a lunch in the station restaurant, our group 

embarked on the return steam journey down the steep valley to Aberystwyth, with the line seemingly clinging to the 
precipitous valley side. The atmosphere in Devil’s Bridge, and on 
the railway, is most unusual, and this is well worth a visit.
The following day we were to head east through devastatingly 
beautiful unspoilt countryside and deserted roads to Presteigne, 
a charming little market town that was once the county town of 
Radnorshire and which nestles alongside the river Lugg at the 
heart of the Mid Wales Marches on the border between Wales 
and England. Local members Clive Cottrell and Anna Saunders, 
with their Morris Cowley, joined us for the day. First was to be a 
visit to the Judge's Lodgings Visitor Centre, where we were able to 
explore the “upstairs, downstairs” life of the Victorian Judges, their 
servants, the cells for the felonious guests, and the vast courtroom.  
In its heyday this former Shire Hall was claimed to be “the most 
commodious and elegant apartments for a judge in all England 

The Morris Mid Wales Weekend Break
Tom Bourne

3

2

1
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and Wales”, until it was taken out of use and fell into decay 
and obscurity. Now, aided by an interior hardly touched by 
time and following extensive research, restoration has re-
awakened this Victorian fossil. Fortunately for the restorers, all 
the original furnishings, fittings and artefacts had been stuffed 
into the attics, so the restoration to its Victorian splendour is 
very true to the original. (How some of us wish that previous 
owners of our Morrises had done similarly!). 
Following an excellent cup of tea and cakes in the Judge’s 
dining room, we drove on towards Knighton, for a visit to 
The Spaceguard Centre, a working observatory, and the main 
source of information about Near Earth Objects in the UK.  
Sited at the top of a hill with outstanding panoramas in all 
directions, this observatory, which is run by a local charitable 
trust, is now the largest independent Spaceguard organisation in the world.
In the tour of the Observatory, we were told that the most significant natural danger to life on Earth comes from asteroids 
and comets. Following an introduction to astrophysics, the leader of the project told us all about the Impact Hazard 
of Near-Earth Objects, how planets are formed, and the cratering impacts that Meteorites have caused.  The purpose 
of the Observatory is, as part of a global network of similar observatories, to detect and track asteroids, and to advise 
governments on actions they can take to avoid potential impacts.  
The final part of the Morris Weekend Break, and the most enjoyable, was to be the Break Dinner, where we were able 
to chat over the highlights of the weekend. The prize for the best clue-hunter went to Edward and Irene Constable, with 
another prize based on a route book, which went to Paul and Sylvia Gray.  
There was a unanimous vote of thanks to John and Rhiannon, and a request for another such tour next year.  If you enjoy 
driving your Morris on deserted roads and through superb scenery, make a note of the late May Bank Holiday weekend 
in your diary for next year.
Photos:
1. The Tourists at The Spaceguard Centre.  Note the elevated location. 
2. Morrises and a Daimler arrive at the Devil’s Bridge terminus of the Vale of Rheidol Railway. Loco No 7, the “Owain 

GlyndŴr”, with its 2-6-2 wheel arrangement, was one of three similar locos built for this line in 1923/4 by the Great 
Western Railway.

3. The group pauses for a photo near the Elan Valley reservoirs.
4. Our Morris Oxford, with its broken spring, had to go back home.  

Rob, Note, pics 1 & 2 and 4 & 5 are alternative formats, depending if you wish them for cover pics.

4
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John's Jottings John Nagle

I f like me you have a Minor Two Seater or Tourer, the chances are 
that the original rear view mirror is missing. Only a handful of them 

seem to have survived, and it is impossible to buy them.
I have given up trying to find one, so I have decided to have one 
made and it occurred to me that while I was doing so there might be 
other owners who would like to get in on the act.
The mirror looks like this, and attaches to the wind screen as seen below. 

My thanks go to Mick 
Roberts for letting 
me have pictures 
and dimensions of 
the one on his car, 
from which I have 
made the drawings 
opposite. The mirror 
itself would be non 
economic to have 
made, but there is 
available a similar 
one (all be it with a 
different fitting) that 
can be utilised to 

replicate the original set up. The Lucas badge is available and can be 
adapted to fit the mirror.
By the time you read this I will hopefully have been able to cost the job, 
and will be happy to have one made for you at whatever it costs me 
plus the postage and packing. If you are interested or have a tame tin 
basher or any better ideas, please email me at john@cornercottage.
me.

A quest for the missing mirror!

As is so often the case when I am working on my car or other projects in the workshop and I need another pair of 
hands, I request help from my wife, Josephine. It is always given, but at the sight of an oily mess or similar, the 

willingness is tempered with a certain reluctance.
The other day, I asked for her skills with the sewing machine to complete a task which resulted in smiling acceptance!
Those of you with Minors will be aware that due to the lack of legroom and the accelerator pedal being centrally placed, 
it leaves your right leg unsupported and uncomfortable after driving any distance. For some time I have combated this by 
using a small cushion to support my right knee, but it tends 
to wriggle out of position as I drive. To solve the problem I 
decided that a long cushion that ran the full length of the 
seat would be the answer, hence my request to Josephine. 
In short order the sewing machine and dining room table 
were pressed into service and a suitable cushion was 
produced. It works a treat. Well done Josephine, and NO, 
she will not be taking orders, willing cooperation only goes 
so far!

Willing Cooperation!

The above picture shows the 
cushion in position supporting 
the right knee, but as usual 
Frank's view of the work takes 
on quite a different slant.

The Lucas badge

A currently available mirror
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John's latest 
project was to 
improve the 

upholstery with
a super cushion, 
which resulted in 
some unforeseen 

and adverse 
consequences!
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EDITOR: Tom Taylor, 01772 316 598, tomtaylo57@gmail.com

SECRETARY: Neil Truslove, 01204 598 526, christinetruslove@btinternet.com

T H E  R E D  R   S E

Stockport Noggin
In chronological order, Martin McClarence’s report should take first 
priority; “… a brief let up in the rain allowed just four cars to appear 
at our Concours night. Third place went to Gary Clarke’s Z Van 
(bottle of beer), Second was Ted Whelan’s Series E saloon (shocolate 
spanner set), and First was Neil Truslove’s Ten/Four (trophy). Neil 
and Christine also deserve a medal for braving the rain and central 
Manchester traffic to attend! (No medal!). Sandwiches and cakes 
were provided by Anne McClarence and Helen Booth, and the 
evening was enjoyed by 13 of us which must be a record turnout for 
our little meeting.”

Beamish
Kate and I were in a party of six from the North West who joined 
the North East members in a fabulous weekend at Beamish back in 
mid-June. No doubt there will be reports and pics elsewhere, but 
what a place! The sheer scale of the open-air museum and its various 
themed locations is staggering. Everything looks 100% genuine and 
I am sure most of it really is. The many volunteers who add realism 
to the buildings and vehicles deserve enormous credit. It was 250+ 
miles return for us all, but well worth it. The 12/4 coupé, Roters’ 
Bullnose Oxford and James’ Flatnose Cowley ran faultlessly there 
and back and the only problem was during the Saturday lunchtime 
static period when the coupé decided to spit out a core plug! Luckily, 
local member Chris Wright lived just ten miles away and went home 
to return with a selection of core plugs, a tube of Hylomar and a 2 lb 
hammer to do the job. If it had happened going or coming back it 
would have been a major crisis, so thank you, Chris, you were a star. 
Someone drew my attention to the registration number of the Morris 
8 tourer of Diana Grimson and Iain Wallace from Prestwick, parked 
next to us on the Beamish static field. His ST 9384, and ours JB 9384. 
The chances of that must be a million to one! (Well actually, the odds 
are 9999 to 1).

Burnley
We organised a Register members’ area at two static car shows this 
summer in response to member suggestions, but regrettably only the 
usual crews bothered to enter! The Burnley Show was located in 
picturesque Towneley Park next to the attractive medieval hall and 
we had five Morris cars (plus Morris the Yorkie terrier) and Paul’s 
latest buy, a lovely 1966 Singer Gazelle. This was a nice show, well 
organised and a nice drive there and back, but why the constant 
organiser’s focus on 1960’s and '70’s tinware? I know we had the 
Singer as a Morris deputy, but it was not re-chromed, resprayed, 
repainted, re-trimmed, and polished to within an inch of its life! The 
gorgeous mid-1930’s Humber Snipe Tourer and R-R 25/30 Tourer 
next door to us did not even get a mention but the sickly yellow and 
black VW Beetle was judged Best in Show!

Leighton Hall
Our second show the following weekend was at the lovely Leighton 
Hall, near Silverdale. Martin and Mary Roters, Gerry Snape and 
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EDITOR AND SECRETARY: John Howells, “Bronllys”, Vicarage Road,
Penygraig, Rhondda,CF40 1HR

01443 432 542  bronllysvicarage867@gmail.com

WELSH REGION NEWSLETTER 
CYLCHLYTHYR RHANBARTH CYMRU

Hello everyone, isn’t the weather grand? Just the thing for taking 
your old Morris out on the road, just for a run to keep things 

working, or to rallies.  
But remember, if you leave it in the garage for another few weeks, 
it’ll be October, and you will say, “I’ve put my Morris away for the 
Winter”. So charge that battery and drive it around the block, or 
farther. Quick, before Winter comes!
Some Morrises don’t seem to come out of hibernation at all. Of 
course, there are often very good reasons for this, but if it only means 
moving some junk from the garage doors, then do your best.
This came in from members Helen and David Seels:
"We have friends who live in Scotland. They have purchased a house 
in Italy which for the past few years they have been renovating. Now 
finished they invited us to visit them for a holiday in May. We flew to 
Rome where they collected us to drive up to their house in Umbria. On 
the journey they told us that we have a treat in store the next day.
A gentleman in their village has a collection of old motorbikes and cars 
and has invited us all to visit and view. Sounds promising!
Next morning after breakfast off we walk to the first property where we 
meet the owner who sends us off with his nephew who speaks excellent 
English. He opens up the lower floor of the building which is, to say the 
least, full of cars and motorcycles.
The motorcycles, of which, I guess, there were around 400 in rows all 
in pristine condition, are mostly Italian. I note one BSA and one Harley. 
There are also a few cars which including two other buildings comprise, 
I guess 40 vehicles. Mostly Italian including Fiats,Lambourgini Ferrari 

SECRETARY'S SPOT

I travelled up from mid-Lancs, but Dave and Margaret Molyneux 
from Cumbria were already there and so too was David Saul in his 
magnificent MG SA. Sadly, it was a repeat of the previous weekend 
at Burnley, with the organiser’s focus mainly on '60’s/'70’s offerings, 
and the few pre-war entrants virtually ignored. How is a 2013 plate 
Mazda MX5 a classic? Again, a well organised show in a nice location 
with a lovely ride there and back, but I’m afraid I have had it with 
static shows. Give me a Lunch Run every time. My Knight of the Road 
Maurice Wilkinson is writing an article for me on why neither his 
Oxford coupé, Cowley van nor Ten/Four made it to the show. 
At The Anchor Noggin last week, Tom and Diana Hollingworth rolled 
up in a true barn find Minor that Tom is working through for a pal of 
his in Cumbria. Thought at first to be 1934, cable brakes and a fluted 
radiator shell suggested ‘32 or ‘33. Thankfully, the owner intends to 
keep it in ‘oily rag’ but safe to drive condition.
That’s enough from the grumpy old man for this month. I need to get 
out and enjoy some more Happy Morris Motoring!

 Photos:
 1. Reg. numbers
 2. Music at Burnley
 3. Morris Singer
 4. Leighton Hall
 5. Lovely MGSA
 6. Barnfind Minor
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Following recent articles in the Morris Monthly, Rob and Chris 
Brittlebank’s Morris 8 has been featured in the national classic 

motoring press. A chance meeting with Martyn Morgan Jones, 
who writes free-lance for the ‘Classics’ magazine, has resulted 
in EKA 165 being featured in the July issue of the monthly mag.  
Rob says “We were at a local show last September when Martyn 
came up and introduced himself. He seemed impressed with 
the Morris and it’s story and asked if it would be OK for him to 
write an article on it for the Classics magazine”. A few weeks 
later, Martyn arrived with a photographer and submitted the 
resultant article to the Classics editorial team. Rob reports that 
Martyn was very interested in the restoration story behind the 
car and who had been involved in getting the car back on the 
road after so many years. The fact that it had been used for a 
wedding car across two generations of the family seemed to be 
a selling point for the article. Rob and Chris are about to become 
grandparents, so who knows if EKA 165 will serve as a wedding 
car for a third generation in the future…?!

HITTING THE BIG TIME...?

Lancia and Alfa but also a VW kublewagen and NSU. One of the 
most intriguing was a wartime German motorcycle combination with 
mounted gun, which we were told was very dangerous as they regularly 
turned over and killed the gunner! 
The jaw had dropped somewhat but what a collection, seems they are 
mostly used occasionally and most looked ready to take off.
A great morning!
David Seels"

THIS MONTH'S NAUGHTY PIC

Sent in by a Register member – Whip the head off, remove a 
valve, adjust your glasses and then your heart sinks – what a 
strange place to have a valve seat!

When planning the routes for the weekend, the 
weather turned very cold in Mid Wales, and it began 

to snow hard. There were small lambs on the hills, but in 
about half an hour they disappeared into the background, 
as this photo shows. They actually are there.

MORRIS WEEKEND BREAK - 
A DIFFERENT VIEW?

WALES EVENTS
11 Aug: Three Cocks Vintage Show, Hay-on-Wye.  Entry Forms awaited by post from Mrs Young, 
 Secretary 01497 847 567
25 Aug: Ponthir Music & Classic Car Festival.     No further details available to confirm
25-26 Aug: Pontypool and Blaenavon Railway rally, contact sandra82harris@hotmail.co.uk 
 7 Sep:  New Inn Classic Car Show, New Inn, nr Pontypool. No further details available to confirm
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Well, you can’t stop progress and it seems likely that our Essex Noggin venue of many years, The Duck Inn at Newney 
Green, to the west of Chelmsford, is set to close, as so many country pubs have. It has been hanging on by a thread 

for a long time as I suppose we don’t exactly contribute much revenue. Suggestions please for an alternative?
Whilst on the subject of Noggins please put the North Cambs Noggin date in your diaries – Wednesday 4th September 
at Jude’s Ferry (see Events).
My own Morris 8 engine rebuild creeps along as time allows. The block, although rusty, seems to be in good condition 
and I spent a happy time poking as much rust and lime scale out of the water jacket as possible. As mentioned previously, 
I had intended to dip the block in some acid, but was a little wary of this. By chance a colleague sent me a link to a 
YouTube video of an American chappie using electrolysis to clean up an old cast iron block. It looked really simple! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=njtyZzDBHzg
My local supermarket provided a large plastic box with a lid and some soda crystals (washing soda, sodium carbonate). 
I soon bent up a sacrificial cathode made from some steel strip and dug out an ancient battery charger that possibly 
gave 4 amps at 12 volts. Then I dug out a dreadfully rusty crankshaft from a M8 and sat it in the crate. I connected the 
negative lead from the charger to the crankshaft and the positive to the sacrificial cathode, but did not switch on yet. I 
added a couple of table spoons of soda crystals and covered the crankshaft with some cold water. Switching on the juice 
produced almost immediate fizzing from the crankshaft, so something was happening. I left it to fizz for about 4 hours and 
then turned it off and extracted the crankshaft from the disgustingly rusty water. A gentle scrub with a green pan scourer 
in a sink and it looked almost new! I am now a convert to this process.       Mike Adams

EDITOR: mdadams1969@hotmail.com
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FROM THE CHAIR

Mick and Judith Roberts motored to this event in their beautiful Morris 25. They 
met a couple of familiar looking characters (right). Hopefully Stan and Olly didn’t 

cause too much havoc to the 25!

FATHER'S DAY AT
EPPING ONGAR RAILWAY

Apart from a ride out with Duncan in the two seater to a local wood yard and then 
a short trip to the supermarket, motoring activities in a period machine have been 

rather limited since the beginning of May. Then it was the AGM of the East Anglian 
Region and as usual Olive and I headed to Gt. Leigh's in deepest Essex. In the daylight it 
should have been a doddle but I will say nothing about this attempt other than saying I 
diligently followed the sat nav! All the regular faces were there and it is a bit of a shame 
that younger members do not attend. Mind you I correct myself, the Adams family were 
there in a multitude of capacities. I do understand AGMs are historically very boring 
although I can recall a few interesting ones over the years! It is however a great opportunity to catch up with members and 
learn a little of what is going on in the club in current times. My mind did also wander back to the 1960s when attending 
an event at Beaulieu. Lord Montague arrived to view the club cars in a veteran car from his collection, sporting one of the 
long baskets on the side which I suppose was for umbrellas or walking sticks. Sixty years later the Register might be able 
to do a good line in this accessory! Whilst the club actively encourages youth it is good to see that support is still there 
by us oldies. I also found out recently that the Castle Inn, where we took lunch, has origins going back to the 1100s and 
has various tunnels below it. Furthermore, the original village hall we now use housed 

US troops during WW2. The new 
updated building is now a very 
good facility. So the venue for this 
year and maybe future has history. 
Indeed, it always has because our 
long departed Secretary John 
Farmer also lived in this village and 
the Christmas noggin has been held 
there for a number of years. Well 
done the new committee for their 
efforts over the last twelve months. 
May they continue for many more.
As it is known, our Morris Eight two 

ROOKE’S RAMBLES
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seater has not been used for many years. It was driven into a shed and there it has languished since 1989. It was started 
occasionally but we used the Cowley on account of the space within to accommodate the family including the dog, but I 
have not heard the burble from the engine for a number of years. Dragging it out of its garage recently, pangs of anguish 
hit me! I only really shifted it because a local member wanted a Series E engine block but unfortunately, although I found 
one, it was apparently no better than his and therefore I was unable to help. However, the car looked delightfully eager 
to go on this rare appearance so maybe I should do something about it? Having temporarily moved the car out of its 
home this enabled me to pull out an artefact also not seen for some time, the bonnet, I believe, of a Bullnose, which had 
been buried. I acquired this many years ago from a garage in Walsham le Willows from which I purchased a few bits and 
pieces. It had been dug up by the owner of the garage in his garden with the rest of the car although I never saw the 
latter. The condition now is pretty much as it was when I acquired it in the early 1970s although now a few holes have 
appeared where the rust has fallen out! I thought initially the fittings would be worth saving. I did (and still do) however, 
feel it has artistic merit and although I have been banned from displaying it in the garden it might of course have so much 
value as an art installation I could perhaps purchase a Bullnose?         Ivan Rooke

In my opinion this is probably the best motor event in the country and lived up to expectations and its popularity. As you 
probably know it is held in a lovely setting alongside by the River Blackwater 

Estuary. Colin Moles (See www.chelmervalleycarmeets.co.uk) in conjunction 
with Maldon Council (whose land it is), plus sponsors, put on a variety interests 
for everyone. I would estimate the vehicle entry matched that of 2018 reaching 
1500 – plus vintage fair, craft fair, the Burlesque Bombshells, who collect money 
for Safer Places Women’s refuge, and Essex Search and rescue (more later!), 
Mr Bean with his roof driven Mini, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, auto-jumble, 
trade stands and great music. Unfortunately, the Morris Register did not have 
a pitch this year as the event clashed with other activities. Marleen and Ian 
Hollowbread (S1 4 seat tourer) and Mike Cain (S2 saloon) held the Morris 
Register fort and I (say it quietly) went in M1000 which I enjoy equally with the 
M8. Also, my excuse being that I have 
a little investigative work in JN 9286’s 
clutch area. Colin Moles and team 
apart from the immense preparation 
have to be on site at 6 am!
Photo to show an Essex Barge. There 
are a number moored at Maldon. 
However photo happened by accident 
to be taken when the Burlesque 
Bombshells were performing, so look 
in the background for my intended 
subject, the Essex Barge!   Tony Nathan

MALDON CLASSIC CAR SHOW, 7th JULY

Tony Nathan emailed these photos from July’s Essex Noggin at The Duck. 
Sadly, by the time you read this the last ever Noggin at the Duck will 

be imminent. It has officially closed to the public, but they are honouring 
bookings until August. Please phone or email if you have a suggestion for 
an alternative venue, preferably in central Essex with a good sized car park.

ESSEX NOGGIN, 11th JULY
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The National Trust had kindly requested a number of classic car owners to bring their vehicles to a show they were 
organising. With promises of beer and a hog roast things looked promising. Unfortunately the weather gods had 

not received an invitation and they showed their displeasure by dumping a lot of rain on us. This almost certainly had 
a negative impact on cars attending. 
Nevertheless the Register had a few 
vehicles to fly the flag and to impress 
visitors.  Actually it was probably a 
good thing that the numbers of cars 
was reduced because parking was 
somewhat limited. It was nice to see 
the Morris Motors band bus (from the 
Oxford Bus Museum) and a number of 
more modern, but still classic, cars.
On arrival we had to follow a man in 
white overalls (albeit with no red flag) 
to our allotted parking space.  This was 
to avoid running down other visitors 
as we were driving along pedestrian 
ways.  It also gave both visitors and car 
owners the chance to hear engines of 

June and early July have been a busy period in the vintage motoring calendar and this has been reflected in the 
contributions from members. Highlights have been the Historic Car Day at Nuffield Place, the Sherbucks Open Day, 

the excellent Nether Winchendon Fete and the Prestwood Steam Rally, the report of which will appear in the August 
edition. For this month’s offering, I am grateful to Chris Andrew, Steve Gant and Terry Ponting for their contributions.

EDITORIAL

EDITOR: Geoff Campbell, 01494 875 783, g.campbell937@btinternet.com
SECRETARY: John Powell, 01895 672 706, flatnosejp@gmail.com

EA REGION EVENTS  
3/4 Aug: March Steam and Vintage Show, Floods Ferry Road, March, Cambs, PE15 0YJ
  Contact D. Glynn, marchsteam@yahoo.com tel 01709 589 050
8 Aug: Essex Noggin at The Duck, Newney Green, Chelmsford, CM1 3SF
9-11 Aug: Morris Register National Rally, Thoresby Park, Ollerton, NG22 9WH
25 Aug: Coffee & Cars at The Museum of Power, 9am-1pm, Hatfield Road, Langford, Maldon, CM9 6QA
1 Sep: Classic Car Show at the Epping to Ongar Railway
4 Sep: North Cambs Noggin at Jude’s Ferry, Ferry Lane, West Row, IP28 8PT from midday onwards
8th Sep: Capel Manor Rally 
  High Easter Car Meet & Bus Rally, 9.30 am-4.30pm, Lodge Coaches, The Garage, High Easter,
  CM1 4QR,  01245 231 262
22 Sep: Coffee & Cars at The Museum of Power, 9 am-1 pm, Hatfield Road, Langford, Maldon, CM9 6QA
29 Sep: The Whitewebbs Museum Morris Minor Day
20 Oct: High Easter Car Meet & Auto Jumble, 10 am-2 pm, Lodge Coaches, The Garage, High Easter,
  CM1 4QR, 01245 231 262
27 Oct: Coffee & Cars at The Museum of Power, 9 am-1 pm, Hatfield Road, Langford, Maldon, CM9 6QA
24 Nov: Coffee & Cars at The Museum of Power, 9 am-1 pm, Hatfield Road, Langford, Maldon, CM9 6QA
22 Dec: Coffee & Cars at The Museum of Power, 9 am-1 pm, Hatfield Road, Langford, Maldon, CM9 6QA
26 Dec: High Easter Vintage, Classic & Supercar Meet, 10 am-2 pm, Lodge Coaches, The Garage, High 

Easter, CM1 4QR, 01245 231 262

HISTORIC CAR DAY AT NUFFIELD PLACE
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yesteryear in action.
Despite the inclement weather in the morning there were many visitors to the 
house and most were suitably impressed by the vehicles on display. The rain 
held off in the afternoon so we could enjoy a beer and listen to a brass band 
and have a chat with other Register members.
In the late afternoon we were treated to a fly over from a Spitfire as it returned 
home to Duxford from another event. Fortunately the cloud base was high 
enough to permit a low level pass.                  Article & photos: Steve Gant

The Sherbucks Noggin held its annual open day at the Thames Water Sports and Social Club. We are fortunate that 
at this venue there is a large sports field where we can line up the cars without encroaching on playing surfaces.  

Furthermore, the bar is open all day.  In total nineteen cars attended; eight from the Register and eleven visitors.  Member 
numbers were somewhat depleted by those on holiday and with other commitments. We were pleased to welcome 
three cars from the Morris Minor Club and five from the Austin Club along 
with two MGs and a Daimler Dart. Following unsettled weather during the 
preceding week the sun shone upon us and we were grateful to have some 
shade from the trees and a gazebo. During the afternoon voting took place to 
determine the best Morris Register car and the car that most people wanted to 
take home (hypothetically). The former was won by Brian Spence’s 1938 Series 
2 Morris Eight, which his father purchased from new, and in recognition of this 
Brian became the custodian of the Wally Waller trophy, named after a previous 
leader of the Noggin who gave so much of his time and energy to the Register.  
The latter was awarded to Jeff Olding whose 1955 MGTF was immaculately 
turned out. Procedures closed with a raffle of prizes donated by the Noggin and 
attendees.                 Article & photos: Chris Andrew

SHERBUCKS NOGGIN OPEN DAY, 22nd JUNE

Tuesday morning saw us ready to set off towards the Louwman Museum in 
The Hague. We were allowed to park our cars at the front of the museum, 

but some of those in tourers did not fancy leaving them unattended so they 
begged a lift with others and left their cars at the hotel. We did not have a full 
complement either because some had eaten food that did not agree with them 
and had to stay behind. Although the museum does not open until 10am we 
set off in good time and of course caught some of the rush hour traffic. This was 
to be our introduction to changing motorway lanes because we had to switch 
from one motorway to another. This involved moving from one slow lane across 
2 faster lanes to the next slow lane. Gaps are few and far between in heavy 
traffic so it was a case of signalling and slowly moving left until a car allowed 
you in – just as Dutch drivers do. We got some strange looks from local drivers 
but all managed the lane change unscathed. Later on towards The Hague there 
were traffic jams so we had no problem keeping up with the crawl. The next 
challenge was traffic lights. A convoy of cars is hard to keep together so if you 

are stopped by a red light it is a good 
idea to see where the others in front 
have gone and hope they slow down 
to let stragglers catch up. Fortunately 
everyone arrived together and we 
could drive to our specially reserved 
area in front of the museum. 
The museum building itself was rather 
innocuous. Little did we know what 

MORRISES IN HOLLAND, Part 2
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was in store for us inside. As we had got 
there a little before opening time there was 
time for a group picture.
Inside the museum was the most amazing 
collection of cars I have ever seen. The first 
vehicle you see is a concept car that seems 
to have drawn inspiration from Bugatti 
but is in fact a motorbike carrier. The hall 
resembles more a railway booking hall than 
a museum and contains quite a number of 
cars in wonderful condition. 
Once you get through the first impressive 
hall, which takes time because there is so 
much to see the next room is the cafeteria 
section which is presented as a series of 
street scenes.
From there is the ground floor and 2 floors 
above, each full of amazing vehicles. There 

are too many to show in pictures, but 
the number is simply amazing. Sadly 
there were no Morrises. The closest 
was an MG T series police car. Words 
cannot do justice to the exhibits so I’ll 
let the pictures speak for themselves.
The Bugatti “huit” is probably a lot 
more powerful than the Morris of 
the same name. One wonders if the 
French had a different horsepower 
classification to that used in the UK. 
After some time one becomes a bit 
blasé at seeing all the exhibits and 
could feel the call of the café for a 
coffee and then time to “saddle up” 
and head back to Gouda.
(to be continued)   

 Article & photos: Steve Gant

CHILTERNS EVENTS               
4 Aug: Ashlyns Classic Car Show, Berkhamsted
7 Aug: Classics on Croxley Green
11 Aug: Classics on Ley Hill Common
14 Aug: Gerrards Cross Classic Car Show*
17 Aug: Chalfont Lodge Open Day & Car Show – contact Geoff Campbell
25 Aug: Brill Classic & Sports Car Show www.brillfestival.org.uk
26 Aug: (BH) Littlewick Green Show
8 Sep: Amersham Heritage Day (Car Show in Old Town)
  Capel Manor Classic & Vintage Car Show
  Blenheim Palace Classic & Supercar Show www.blenheimclassicsupercar.com
14–15 Sep: 1940s week-end at Hughenden Manor – contact Den Jarrott
15 Sep: Classics on Croxley Green with Carter’s Steam Fair
21–22 Sep: Kop Hill Climb
26 Oct: Steam-up at Honours’ Yard - contact Den Jarrott
3 Nov: VCC London to Brighton Veteran Car Run
  Herbert Austin’s birthday - Red Lion Little Missenden
26 Dec: Boxing Day meet, Sarratt 
  * Note insurance indemnity
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First fête in the area held on the second Saturday in June. It is a traditional fête with all the stalls you would expect to 
see plus the Bisham Concert band, a Pimms o’clock offering, children’s races on the south  lawn.

Nigel Cox of that parish has the task of putting on a car show. Not too big as the area for the show at Nether Winchendon 
house is not huge. This year four Morris cars, my 12/4, Chris Andrew’s Series E tourer, Ray and Mary Bickerton in their 
4 door Eight and James and Lindsey Wyper in the newly acquired 1954 Minor. The weather at the early part of the day 
was not good and this curtailed the expected numbers of Morris attendees.  Luckily for us, the weather did improve but 
a bit too late.
Other vehicles:1938 Triumph Vitesse, Triumph Dolomite, 3 litre Bentley, Brescia Bugatti, ‘30s Morris Minor, Mk 1 Lotus 
Cortina (only ever raced), AC Ace, Rolls Royce, Riley, Armstrong Siddeley and last but by no means least, an Allard. It is 
used in trials and the owner said that as long as the trial was not totally aimed at Austin Seven size cars (width of tracks 
etc), the Allard is unbeatable. One I would have liked to take home – I’m sure I was not alone. We all enjoyed the event 
– we always do.          Article & photos: Terry Ponting

NETHER WINCHENDON FÊTE

EDITOR: June Sargeant, 01905 840 155, sarg37@outlook.com
SECRETARY: Barbara Farmer, 01536 711 620, patbarfar@gmail.com

MORRIS REGISTER MIDLAND REGION

THE MIDLANDER

There was a good attendance once again although during the summer months our 
numbers get depleted with people on holiday, etc. After our usual car discussions 

Brenda Henthorn passed round a questionnaire she had compiled relating to gardening.  
Paul Jolliffe was the winner and was given a plant for his garden.
John Sargeant mentioned that he went to Hampton Ferry Classic Car Show with his 

Morris 8 Tourer on 22nd June. There were 
three other Morrises there, namely, Clive 
Porter’s Morris 8, 2 seater tourer (which was 
good to see following extensive mechanical 
repairs), John Forsyth’s Morris 10/4 coupé 
and Patrick Brotherton’s Doctor's coupé. In 
all there were around 250 vehicles taking 
part. This is a very scenic venue on the banks 
of the River Avon which has a pedestrian 
cable ferry linking Evesham to the county of 
Worcestershire.
On Sunday 30th June, John and June took 

HEREFORDS & WORCS NOGGIN
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their Morris 8 to Highnam Court for the 
Pied Piper Appeal Summer Show which 
incorporates the Gloucestershire Motor 
Show. This was their 10th Anniversary 
which last year raised over £45,000 for 
the Appeal which is held to support sick 
and disabled children in Gloucestershire. 
Nick Broady, Chairman of the Appeal, 
mentioned that they were indebted to 
Roger Head, OBE, DL, for allowing us the 
use this magnificent venue and to see his 
stunning  home and gardens.  Apart from 
the classic cars on show there was live 
entertainment and also an opportunity to 
have a selfie with Stig from the TV Show 
Top Gear.  Bob Bryan accompanied us to 
the show and won an Award for `Best in 
Show’.  (See photo on  previous page).
Bob also forwarded photos which was 
thought to be of a Morris but in fact was 
not – see photo with comments.
On 6th July, John and June went to a 
classic car show being run for the second 
time at Evesham Light Railway at Evesham Garden Centre. A small but enjoyable show with around approximately 40 
cars.
On Sunday 7th July they went to Fladbury Walkabout which had many open gardens, river trips etc besides the large 
selection of classic cars lining the village street.  There were two  Morrises on the 7th, Bob Bryan's and ours.  It was a very 
hot day and we parked under the shade of a very large tree, the downside being that as we had the hood off the car, and 
had the leaves dropping inside and all over the car. Still hoovering these out!   
Our next noggin will be held on 6th August when Steve Shied will be talking about "how to make a small fortune" (relating 
to cars).                        June Sargeant

At first glance, especially when viewed 
from the side or rear, this car could be 
mistaken for a Series 1 Morris 8. But it is 
in fact a 1937 Singer Bantam based on 
the earlier Singer 9. Styling, appearance, 
specification and trim levels follow the Morris quite closely. Suspension steering, 
transmission and brakes are similar too. The one stark difference being a 
972cc overhead camshaft engine. The body was produced by the Pressed Steel 
company, as was that of the Morris 8.  However they were entirely independent 
of each other and shared no body panels or significant components.

Four of us travelled to Beamish in mid-June in modern style to join the North East Region’s weekend event only to be 
transported back in time courtesy of the Morris cars present and the absolutely fantastic Beamish Museum. We were 

made very welcome by Roy and Val Pidgeon and fellow members and were also delighted to be re-acquainted with 
friends from the North West Region who had also made the journey. What a weekend we had – the week had been very 
wet but even the sun came out until we were on our way home but by then, it didn’t matter! Although it wasn’t the same 
as participating in our own Morris, we are very grateful 
to those who were and acted as our chauffeurs driving 
us around the Beamish site. We also spent two enjoyable 
evenings in Register members’ company exchanging 
stories, participating in quizzes, games, etc., and if you 
have never been to this part of the country before, it is 
certainly worth the long trip to visit. No doubt there will be 
further reference to this truly wonderful event elsewhere 
but thank you from the four of us – see photograph – “Old 
men with old cars” in Beamish Town Centre! 
The following weekend, we were back on home territory 
at Kelmarsh Hall joining the MMOC National Rally with 12 
Register cars attending on the Saturday and slightly less on 
the Sunday. With at least two of our members belonging 
to both clubs, their loyalties were divided!  As you would 
expect, MMOC put on a great event – lots of cars, plenty of 
variety and lots of space to do it in. We have all these things 
available to us at our National event in Thoresby in August 
and as we are also hosting the MVA there, do come along 
and give us your support and see for yourself!
At noggin night, we were joined by Chris Lambert of the 
Pre-War Minor Network and he gave us an insight into the 
Minor world focussing on Minor Specials and, in particular, 
the Arrow. He outlined the involvement of Arthur Compton, 
who was briefly joined by Terry, and the domination of the 
specialist coachbuilder market especially in and around the 

LEICS AND NORTHANTS NOGGIN
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On our arrival at the June noggin we were met with hoardings and scaffold. The outcome was that our home was to 
be closed for eight weeks for refurbishment.  Following a brief discussion, we worked out that this would only affect 

the July noggin. Stepher Parkes had a lead, and following a quick phone call, arrangements were made to meet at the 
Hedgehog pub in Lichfield. This will give us a change of scenery for next month. Most of the regulars were in attendance, 
holidays permitting.  
On the vehicle front, Alan had been working on his Series E, to stop it cutting out after a short distance and following a 
strip, clean and reassembly of the fuel pump, resetting one valve. He reported that she ran well on the drive, but had not 
taken her for a test drive due to time constraints, and will report back later.  
Bob’s condenser problems are now all sorted and he has had no more problems since he replaced it. The 6v/12v 
condenser debate seems to have concluded that our older vehicles are far more tolerant of minor electrical deviations 
than their modern counterparts, which would normally stop and display four warning lights if you fit the wrong colour 
air freshener.
Ah well, we will report back on our alternative venue next month, so until then, happy Morrising.                  Mick Roden

LICHFIELD SHENSTONE NOGGIN

London area. They made individual looking cars, built to a price – the standard Arrow selling in September 1930 for 
£149 and a “hotted” up version for £165. The sole distributors for Arrow were Normand who were based in London.  
The cheapest car in the range being the Dart whilst the upmarket car was the Spear. The Compton Ditton was the last 
to be designed by Arthur Compton. The name Arrow disappeared in 1937. There are no Morris survivors but 25 of the 
Austin 7 based Arrow did.
Martin Gregory then continued the Minor theme by showing photographs of the PWMN “Moonrakers Rally” held around 
Marlborough, Wiltshire, recently, starting and finishing in wet conditions but with blue sky in between.  Some 30 cars 
participating!
Members’ cars were then discussed including speedo calibration and what might cause the difference in readings shown, 
are air silencers really necessary, cars not starting when hot, remaking of wings, reasons for excessive insurance costs and 
as always, words of wisdom from others are always listened to as much knowledge is welcome but at the end of the day, 
it is down to the individual how they act upon it! Looking forward to Thoresby!         Pat Farmer

After a month of postponement due to heavy rain in June, the “Fish and Chip Run” proved a most enjoyable and 
warm evening’s drive via Mary Arden’s Home and Farm and Warwickshire countryside to our favourite fish and chip 

shop for supplies in preparation for the picnic on the banks of the River Avon 
just outside Stratford. There were more than twenty participants including Past 
President, Frank Ashley, and his partner in his superb sporty MG.
After devouring our fish and chips we were delighted to indulge in large 
bowlfuls of delicious newly picked home-grown strawberries, courtesy of Mark 
and Jackie Walker, while we discussed future runs and picnic. A most successful 
evening!
Next Noggin will take place at the Crown Inn, Claverdon on 13th August: all 
welcome!                               Stephen and Roz Parkes

Photos: Len Dixon

WARWICKSHIRE NOGGIN
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Editor: Jenny Smithson
01959 525 265, willowfarm22@gmail.com
Secretary: Phil Butland
01323 843 080,  philipbutland@yahoo.co.uk

The annual South-East Region Bus Run took place on the evening of 
Wednesday 26th June. Eighteen members from the North-West Kent 

and East Sussex area met in Borough Green on a lovely sunny evening in 
anticipation of a mystery run in a vintage bus. We were not to be disappointed. 
Our bus driver, Roland Graves, arrived in a 1958 AEC Reliance coach in full 
Maidstone and District bus company 
livery.  After an hour’s drive through 
winding Kentish lanes we arrived at 
our destination, The Rose Revived in 
Hadlow, a very friendly historic village 
pub.
It was great to see so many friends old 
and new, especially Molly Leader, the 
widow of the late Peter Levett.  Peter 
started this bus run evening for us 
many years ago.

SOUTH EAST REGION BUS RUN

Continuing the recent trend for wedding news, our son Michael Smithson was 
married to his lovely fiancée Catherine Sargent on Saturday 22nd July at St Peter 

and St Paul’s 12th century church in Peasmarsh, near Rye, in Sussex. Although they 
were unable to organize a Morris car for the wedding I thought readers might be 
interested to see the transport that was arranged to bring the bridal party to the church 
from her parents’ home in Hastings. It was a very rare 1967 Bedford J2 20-seater 
coach with a Plaxton Embassy body, one of only 3 remaining on the road which are 
commercially licensed to carry passengers. The coach also ferried wedding guests 
from the church to the reception venue. The Bedford forms part of the Empress 
Coaches fleet of vehicles based in Hastings.  
Anyone interested in the history of the coach 
can read a complete article about it on their 
website.  Our thanks go to Steve the driver 
for his contribution to what was a perfect 
wedding day. 
The photos show Michael and Catherine 
with the coach and also Catherine with her 
beautiful flower girls who were three of her 
young nieces, Ella, Emily and Katie, and 
Michael’s niece Holly. 

Jenny Smithson

ANOTHER WEDDING - NOT IN A MORRIS!
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WESTWORDS
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE MORRIS REGISTER WEST REGION

SUMMER MOTORING

EDITOR: Jim Riglar, 01225 754 981, jimriglar@blueyonder.co.uk
SEC: Jeremy Matthews, 01458 445 175, jeremymatthews@live.co.uk

Good weather brought a large crowd to the show, 
with perhaps greater numbers attending on 

the Saturday. Perversely, whilst our stand attracted 
a steady flow of visitors, the Sunday was busier for 
us. On our stand in the Sedgemoor Hall were Pat 
Rich’s 1937 Morris 8 Series 2 two door saloon, Steve 
Knight’s recently restored 1935 Morris Eight Series 1 
tourer, John Goodland’s 1934 Morris 10 Pre Series 
Coupe and Peter and Linda Maslen’s 1937 Morris 8 
Series 1 tourer. Apart from the vehicles on our stand 
Alan Hawkins’ 1932 Morris 10 Pre Series Saloon was 
on display on Saturday on the Yeovil Car Club’s open 
air stand and Stuart and Margaret Tibbs' 1937 Morris 
8 Series 1 2 seater on the Norton Radstock Classic 
Vehicle Club stand in the Showering Hall. There 
were also a number of Morrises out in the classic car 
park. Steve Knight’s car, previously shown on our 
stand in 2016, in its “barn find” state attracted a fair 
bit of attention and was awarded highly commended 
in the pre-war class. On the Sunday we were visited 
by Henry Cole and Sam Lovegrove of Find it, Fix 
it, Drive it fame, who stopped for a few minutes 
chatting with stand members. Thanks to Pat Rich, 
Steve Knight, John Goodland and Peter Maslen for 
providing the display vehicles; Peter’s was a late 
replacement for Terry Temlett’s Morris 8 Series 1 
saloon which had unfortunately contracted a severe 
case of smoking engine disease a few days before the 
show. As well as those displaying, thanks also to Celia 
Goodland and Anne Riglar for their help in setting 
up, manning and dismantling the stand and also to 
Colin Baker for the supply of bread pudding, without 
which we would struggle to get through the days of 
the show!  

BRISTOL CLASSIC CAR SHOW, 22nd-23rd JUNE
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East and South Devon: As usual we met at the Blue Ball, Sidford on 4th July for lunch. Twelve of us were there and 
our party was boosted by the attendance of our two ‘adopted’ Citroen owners.
Despite the hot summer’s day Phil Armour raised the need for us to arrange our Christmas lunch so we have fixed this 
for 5th December. A morning run to a farm shop near Ottery St Mary for brunch is being arranged for 15th August.  If 
any members visiting the area for holidays want to join us contact David Palmer, details below.
Our next Noggin will be at Blue Ball, Sidford at 12.30 on 1st August.  Visitors always welcome but please check to confirm 
on the venue by contacting me. dcjp@hotmail.co.uk or 07770 235 518                                       David Palmer

Somerset: 33 members enjoyed a busy 
July noggin. As is usual at this time of 
year, the long day light hours encouraged 
a number of members to come to the 
noggin in their Morrises, with Dave 
Barden’s M8 saloon, Alan and Shirley 
Hawkins M10 saloon and Simon and 
Robbie Colledge’s and Chris Murray’s 
M8 tourers gracing the car park. The 
evening was dominated by discussion 
of events, with Jeremy Matthew’s South Somerset Run (12 July), the Low Ham Show (19-21 July), Gillingham and 
Shaftesbury Show (Weds 14 Aug), Mid Somerset Show (Sun 18 Aug) and Simon Colledge’s Autumn Amble (Thurs 5 Sep) 
all attracting interest.                                    Jim Riglar

North-East Wilts: The June noggin was well attended with over a dozen members enjoying a chat over lunch at The 
Roebuck, Marlborough. If you just happen to be travelling on the A4 in the Wiltshire/Berkshire border are on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month, why not pop-in. There is often a Morris or two out in the car park to create some added 
interest. 

North & West Devon: We seem to have had another busy month, 
with village fête’s and local car shows popping up everywhere. 
With the change of Noggin venue to the Hunters Inn, members 
seemed very at home there and most stayed for lunch, always a 
good sign.
Frank Leach was very interested in the Morris Minor Special and 
was keen to hear how other noggin members felt about the car. 
After listening to members thoughts and ideas, we had a quick show 
of hands; those in favour of restoration or for the car to remain as 
is on display at a motor museum, overwhelming favour for the car 
to remain as is was carried.  
Last week Jim Callachan, John Garrod and I spent a very exciting 
day on a film set. Netflix are re-making the Daphne du Maurier 
classic “Rebecca” with some scenes being shot at Hartland Quay. 
The hotel and adjacent buildings were transformed into a small 
fishing village. They required a couple of 1930’s black saloons for 
street scenes, and having been asked some weeks before for photos 
of our cars, we suddenly got the phone call saying "yes please" 
and could we be at Hartland Quay in a few days time. Jim was 
needed for two days. On his first day they wanted him there by 5 
m. Unfortunately, Jim’s head gasket blew half way there; a quick 
telephone call to John Garrod and Jim was being towed onto the 
set. John then towed Jim’s car home at 1.30 am! After filming for 
the day had finished, it was cylinder head off, a new gasket fitted 
and ready for filming again. This time I was also required; well not 
me, just the car. We arrived as instructed in good time for 11 am 
filming, and on arrival we were invited to breakfast, then asked to 
drive our car’s from Hartland Abbey down to the quay and onto 
the set. Filming started shortly after and finished at 5.30 pm; during this time we moved our cars back and forth as each 
street scene changed, it was great fun and made a brilliant day out.
On the 20th August we will be having a club run out for lunch on Dartmoor and a visit to Mortonhampstead Motor 
Museum, I will contact everyone in with more details.
We would like to welcome new member Martin Aldridge to our noggin. Our Next meeting will be on Thursday 8th 
August from 11 am, at the Hunters Inn, Newton Tracey, EX31 3PL for further information please contact: Ian Rayment 
01805 804 094 or rayment888@btinternet.com           Ian Rayment

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS
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This year’s run featured a route through the Wiltshire, Somerset and Dorset border country, starting from Wincanton 
travelling to the Half Moon Shaftesbury for lunch, via Buckhorn Weston, Henstridge, Marnhull, with a photo stop at 

Park Walk, Shaftesbury. John and Celia Goodland’s mid-summer run attracted members from across Dorset, Wiltshire and 
Somerset and entry of 16 Morris cars. Among the cars out on the run were a couple of Minor saloons: Chris Hipwood’s 
newly restored and Dan Brockway’s with its rebuilt engine, both of which performed well. As always someone is likely to 
suffer from an unforeseen problem and 
this year it was John Young’s Cowley. A 
wiring fault generated sufficient heat to 
scorch a small section of wooden chassis 
rail. With smoke pouring out from under 
the bonnet, John had to stop short of 
Shaftesbury to effect a repair. However 
it was not long before he caught up the 
group at Park Walk, where we were also 
joined by Simon and Robbie College in 
their M8 tourer. After a substantial lunch 
at the Half Moon, the route continued 
eastwards along the A30 to Ansty, where 
we then headed north via Tisbury to 
another photo stop by Fonthill lake. 
From here the final leg of the run was 
westwards via Hindon and West Knoyle 
to a finish at Hill Brush on the western 
outskirts of Mere (and, of course, tea and 
cake).    

THREE COUNTIES RUN, 19th JUNE

Starting with a coffee break at the Royal 
Oak in Walton, 11 cars participated 

in this Jeremy and Amanda Matthews 
organised run. It featured a route 
southwards via Martock and Stoke Sub 
Hamdon for a photo stop on top of Ham 
Hill, with a chance to admire the views 
westwards across to the Blackdown Hills 
in the distance. 
It was a shame that the ice-cream van 
turned up to start trading just as we 
were leaving. Photos taken and views 
admired, the run continued southwards off of the hill and 
then westwards along the A30 to Haslebury Mill for a lunch 
stop. What a lovely setting and we were able to park on 
the lawns in front of the tithe barn. Haslebury Mill has a 
collection of vehicles spread around its extensive site, some 
of which, such as the 1948 ex Western National Bristol LL6B  
attracted some interest.
After lunch, the route headed north-west through Merriot, 
Lopen and Barrington, before turning North-east via 

SOUTH SOMERSET RUN, 12th JULY
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Hambridge and Curry Rival to a finish at Pitney farm shop just east of Langport. Here the group was met by member 
Derek Ayers, taking a rare opportunity 
to catch up with friends from the 
Somerset noggin. After a nice pot of tea 
and a slice of cake, it was time to take 
to the road again and wend our various 
ways home.

WEST REGION EVENTS
15 Aug: Devon: Ottery St Mary - A morning run to a farm shop near Ottery St Mary for brunch
 Contact David Palmer, dcjp@hotmail.co.uk or 07770 235 518
18 Aug: Somerset: Mid Somerset Show – Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet
20 Aug: Devon: Dartmoor & Moretonhapstead Motor Museum - for details, contact Ian Rayment
 01805 804 094 or rayment888@btinternet.com
5 Sep: Somerset: Autumn Amble – A 35 mile run around the South Somerset, East Devon and West Dorset 

borders. Meet at Cartgate (A303) 11.30 am for a 12 noon start. Lunch at George Inn, Donyatt. Finish 
at Lucy’s tea room, Oathill. Contact Simon Colledge, 01460 75815 or simoncolledge@hotmail.co.uk

7/8 Sep: Hampshire: Beaulieu International Autojumble
28/29 Sep:  Somerset: Somerset’s Festival of Transport, Frome Showground, West Woodlands
 Contact: Tina & Tony Carter 07900 695 620
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Three cars from Wakefield met up at the Wellington pub on the A58 in Leeds with another four cars and after a run 
along the A58 to Wetherby where we picked up Celia and John Anderson with FAY, their immaculate Eight two seater 

(see article below). We then ventured into North Yorkshire 
for the rest of the day following some really nice country 
lanes. Through Cattal then Kirk and Green Hammerton 
following the road towards Boroughbridge before turning 
off for The Ouseburns, then turning again towards Aldwark 
and over the rickety rackerty toll bridge. Now we were 
supposed to meet up with Doc Martin, wife, Philippa, and 
his Eight saloon but we missed each other so went on for a 
couple of miles then started using mobile phones to locate 
each other. (How did we manage before this technology?)
Once we all got together we set off again but after another 
couple of miles and, leading the pack, I noticed someone 
missing, so sending the rest of the convoy on to our next 
stop for a mid morning break, I then, with a tow rope, 
turned around and set off to find our missing member 
whose car failed to start whilst hot. We connected the tow 
rope and arranged a signal for when the towed car got 
running. However just as I was about to pull away, with 
one last push on the starter, the attached car decided to fire up. So now I was covered in grease from the underside of 
one of the vehicles and, of course, I had to undo it all. Anyway we were now well behind and set off for our coffee stop 
in Easingwold, but we arrived first, as the group that had set off had missed a turning in Tollerton so went a long way 
around.
After a half hour coffee break at a nice little café, we continued past Crayke Castle, through the picturesque villages of 
Stillington and Sutton on The Forest, now turning towards York where I had arranged lunch for everyone at the Cottage 
Inn at Wigginton, which is where John McCloy was waiting for us with his Morris Minor. 
After a very nice lunch and meeting a chap from the south coast who agreed to sell us some “new old stock” Morris parts, 
we then went off in two separate groups to continue our drive for the afternoon in our own directions towards home.
I have had some good feedback from some members who took part this run out, so that’s quite pleasing.

EDITOR: Roy Smith, 01937 581 793,
rspostbox@ntlworld.com
SECRETARY: Roy Pidgeon
roy_pidgeon@yahoo.co.uk

The North East Region Local News

WEST RIDING GROUP D-i-D

Coffee break at Easingwold

When you approach retirement you start to think about what you are going to do on those long winter nights to 
stop you becoming a couch potato. I already had two hobbies, fishing and walking. I enjoy walking in winter but I 

stop fishing in November. So what can I do to keep active? At the same time I also had an ISA maturing. Having been a 
bus engineer most of my working life I started to think about something to restore. Only having a narrow driveway and 
a single  garage it had to be small. Then I spotted a Morris 8 two seater which had been restored 15 years previously, in 
running condition but needing a rebuild. It was in Warrington. After a phone call and a visit I trailered it home. What had 
I let myself in for was my thoughts on the way home. The 
first winter was taken up doing all the mechanical repairs, 
wheel bearings, brake shoes, cylinders and hoses, ball 
joint, spring pins, shock absorbers and tyres.
The warmer weather eventually arrived so off we went 
on our first trip out. What could  possibly go wrong after 
all the work I had done? Two miles down the road the 
engine spluttered and cut out, the fuel pump having failed. 
I managed to get it going in the usual way with a tap. 
We turned around and headed home to order a pump 
overhaul kit. The problems kept coming: oiled up brakes 
from topping the diff oil up, sticking carburettor, misfire, 
steering box jamming, split crankshaft pulley, ammeter 
failure and, just when I thought it was going well, a big end 
started rattling. I was becoming quite an expert on Morris 
8s by the end of the first year.

767 FAY
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The second winter was even busier. Front wings, running boards, bonnet, headlights, doors all stripped to bare metal 
repaired and painted, engine reconditioned, new carpets and exhaust fitted.
After several  extended road tests we were all set to go to the opening show of the year in Ryhope, Sunderland. With it 
having a reconditioned engine, I decided to change the oil, only to find a valve collet sitting in the drain bung. This was 
on Friday evening and we were going on the Saturday. How do you replace a collet? It’s hard enough to fit them with 
the engine out.
After a night to think about it, I decided I would get up early and tackle the problem. Four o'clock Saturday morning I 
disconnected the head and side light wiring, unbolted and removed the nearside wing, removed exhaust pipe, carburettor, 
manifold, tappet cover, found the problem valve and then came the tricky bit, how to get the collet back in. I removed 
the spark plug, put the cylinder to TDC inserted a large wood screw through the plug hole to hold the valve down and 
used a large set of valve spring lifters on the head top with a cable tie to hold the lever down. Slowly I lifted the spring 
until I could get the missing collet back in and then snipped the tie. Success! Then I put it all back together, showered, 
breakfasted and was ready to go.
That year we did shows every weekend including  our first visit to Thoresby Hall.               John Anderson

This is summary of events as recorded by various members of the North East 
region including Trevor Willsden, John Anderson, Malcolm Dixon, and 

Bren and Carol Jones.
Assembled at the Water wheel café, Howden, en-route to Hull to Alan Marshall's 
collection of Humber cars, an assorted selection of approx. 30 cars on display 
including Edward and Mrs.Simpson's limousine. Travelled to the ferry for an 
overnight journey to Rotterdam.
Monday 20th May: Today we travelled to Delft visiting the local churches 
and museum. Following a very pleasant lunch we gathered the cars together to 
travel in convoy to Gouda.
Tuesday 21st May: Visit to Louwman Museum, an amazing building full of 
motoring memorabilia, James Bond's DB5 from Goldfinger and Thunderball, 
and a V12 Lincoln used in The Godfather. Painting and posters covered the walls 
of toy cars, badges, also tools, sculptures, literature etc, this was all connected 
with motoring. A superb venue and well worth a visit.
Wednesday 22nd May: Various members travelled by train to Eindhoven for 
sightseeing and for a visit to the famous DAF museum. Here we met 2 Morris 
Register members who worked for DAF trucks, both owning Morris 8s. These 2 
guys entertained us with some interesting stories of Morris motoring in Holland. 
The museum contains a very comprehensive display of cars, commercial 
vehicles and specialist vehicles built by DAF. Following this visit some of our 
group went along to the Phillips Science Museum.
Thursday 23rd May: Today was allocated to the town of Gouda where we 
were based. In addition to our members, the town was teaming with tourists. 
Gouda features the 15th century town hall and the 17th century cheese weighing 
which is now the home of Gouda cheese museum. Thursday was market day, 
selling locally produced cheese in a large ring plus lots of stall holders in period 
costume. A very pleasant sunny day was had by all.
Friday 24th May: After an early breakfast in the hotel, the members boarded 
the luxury coach for a days tour, The first stop was a charming small fishing 
village called Markem. Here members were able to shop and sightsee. Here was  
where we boarded the ferry across to the city of Volendam. One of the main 
attractions here were the famous working windmills where we were invited 
inside to see the wood cutting operations. We also visited the cheese making 
and clog making workshops. We then had a very pleasant retun journey, taking 
in the various sights as we travelled.
Saturday 25th May: Have you ever thought about taking your classic car to 
a show or oldtimerdag as they call it in Holland? I have, and after our visit with 
the Morris Register, I highly recommend it. There is a well known saying you 
don't get out for nowt, but on our recent visit to Culenborg we certainly did. 
After a very pleasant journey from our hotel in Gouda, which took us along the 
dike roads following the canal system. A ferry crossing into Culenborg and we 
were directed to our parking site in front of the church which they had reserved 
for the Morris Register group of 14 cars. 
What a wonderfully pretty town it is, and the people were so interested and 
friendly. My first thoughts were "where are all the cars?". We were expecting 
300+ and then we realised that not only the market square was set aside for 
the rally but the whole town. Cars were parked everywhere you went, every 

HOLLAND, 19th-27th MAY
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available parking place. We were all then 
presented with a bag of commemorative 
gifts, note pad and calculator, a very 
nice car rug, tyre depth gauge, key ring, 
ice scraper and various other items. 
After a march past by the local band the 
show then went on the roads around 
Culemborg, a very well organised and 
pleasant journey, including a stop for 
a picnic which they had provided for 
everyone. Ham and cheese sandwiches, 

apples, chocolate bars, bottles of orange and apple juice. The entry fee was 15 euros,  approx £13.50. The car rug on 
its own was worth that. They can certainly put on a car show or oldtimerdag in Holland and we are looking forward to 
another visit.
Sunday 26th May: Our final day was relaxed, taking in the local countryside, locks and ferries with breaks for coffee 
and cake on route to Rotterdam, for our overnight sailing. I can safely say that the whole trip was a resounding success 
and I am certain that the week was thoroughly enjoyed by all.          Roy Smith 

Eighty six year old Brian Barling from Westlinton, near Carlisle has owned both these Minors for almost 70 years. The 
1930 Coachbuilt Saloon (TF 889) was acquired for £4 in the Fifties and went on to become the family car when 

marriage and children followed. It was eventually honourably retired from duties and placed in storage around 1960, the 
intention being for it to be restored one day.
Brian’s second Minor, the 1931 season rolling chassis 
illustrated here, was originally purchased when he was 17, 
bought for its conversion potential to a sporting two-seater. 
The car cost a hefty £60 and was nicknamed "Nobby". The 
discovery of a cracked block meant that another engine 
was required, which when sourced was found to have 
been ‘breathed-upon’ and was ideally suited for the task 
intended. As is often the case, "life" once again got in the 
way of progress on the project and the ’31 rolling chassis 
also went into storage.
Enter David Bowman. David and Brian are friends of long 
standing, and although an Austin Seven man, David had 
owned a pre-war Minor in the past. Brian realised that the 
daunting task of restoring both cars was better left to his 
recently retired friend who had the space and resources 
to do so. Thanks to Brian’s generosity, the cars now reside 
in David’s garage pending full restoration and their long-
awaited return to the road. (David has recently joined the 
Register.)

Aroused from Deep Slumber
Chris Lambert

Above: 1930 Minor Coachbuilt Saloon (TF 889) – now owned 
by David Bowman

Below: "Nobby" the costly 1931 rolling chassis

David Bowman’s new acquisition alongside "Happy Harry", 
Andy McKay’s Flatnose Cowley
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LOCKHEED BRAKE MASTER CYLINDERS
Dear Editor

John Nagle asks (in an article in the July edition of Morris Monthly) why the ring shaped copper washer between the 
cylinder barrel and the outlet pipe or extension is not available in a service kit. It is indeed listed in the full breakdown 

of parts in a Lockheed parts catalogue but never supplied with repair kits - as it is not regarded as a service item. When 
servicing the units, the seals, piston, etc. should be removed and inserted from the opposite end of the unit - after the 
circlip is removed.  
When we assemble new master cylinders, the washer is located on a mandrel to centre it as the extension pipe is screwed 
up to the barrel. This ensures no misalignment and the unit will be pressure tight. After all, Lockheed referred to 750 lbs 
per square inch pressure in these units. The last few threads in the closed end of the extension are cut away to ensure the 
extension screws up tight without binding on an incomplete thread. Assembly from the ‘wrong’ end without the use of a 
mandrel can result in the washer being out of position to one side as it can be no larger than the diameter of the top of 
the thread but will be seated in a larger diameter equivalent to the base of the thread. It is therefore free to move about 
at the base of the extension pipe unless positioned by the mandrel and may result in the tiniest portion of copper washer 
providing the seal against the 750 lbs per square inch pressure. There is also a danger that the edge of the rubber seating 
ring could be trapped and give way at some future occasion.
We make the extensions with a slightly larger diameter than Lockheed did originally and have flats on them to aid 
assembly. This is results in marginally greater material costs - which would have upset Lockheed accountants - but we 
believe is a better after-market solution to achieving a strong seal, however any temptation to approach servicing from 
the wrong direction should be avoided.
Ian Harris
637/1
Ian Harris Morris Spares

Thanks, Andrew. Let's see waht turns up. Let us know if you get a response.

Morris MailLetters  to  the  Ed i tor

Dear Editor

I hope members enjoy this photo 
(below) of my grandfather with 

his Morris. I presume it to be a 1927 
Morris Cowley 11.9hp two seater and 
dickey?
Keith Tillman
non-member

GRANDFATHER
WAS VERY PROUD 
OF HIS MORRIS

Thanks to Keith for this: old 
photos are always welcome.

Dear Editor

I’m afraid The Morrisites have failed 
with the aluminum castings in June's 

"What's it from?"!
I really don’t know myself what they 
are or from what car they came from, 
as they came with a trailer load of 
bullnose/ flatnose parts I purchased, 
so I will keep them in my could be 
useful department until I can find 
them a loving home. 
I will bring them along to Thoresby 
so they can be handled by all and just 
possibly be identified.
Ivor Durrant
14288/4
Suffolk
mrdurrant@hotmail.com

WHAT'S IT FROM?

Sorry to hear this, Ivor. 
Maybe Thoresby will 
crack it for you.

Dear Editor

It was recently mentioned that more 
people read the magazine than use 

the forum so can anyone identify the 
car and suggest a time when it was 
currently in use? The driver of the 
car is my father, Tom Welch, and he 
is probably delivering the car from 
the owner to Tom Lofthouse's garage 
(based in Clifton, York) or returning 
it to the owner, (hence the suit and 
tie); had he been wearing overalls 
my mother would not have kept the 
photo (snobbism!)
I note the wooden spokes of the coal 
cart behind and the carbide/acetylene 
lamps. The answers may help me to 
get a better knowledge of the time of 
his apprenticeship. This period was 
never spoken about.
Roy Welch
977/7
Cumbria
r.welch205@btinternet.com

WHAT'S DAD'S CAR?

Thanks, Roy. I am sure 
someone will know!

Dear Editor

Re the article by John Nagle. The 
Lockheed Parts List shows the 

gasket Item 16 part number 2376 
(above right).  However they do 
not state the dimensions or material 
as they do with most other parts. I 
would expect it to be copper.
Brian Jackson
13372/W
Australia

Thanks to Ian and Brian for 
these clarifications.
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Many thanks, Ivan. Not many of us go quite that far back 
in the club, but if anyone has any early photographs of 
events, I would be delighted to feature them.

Morris
Car Spares

New and used
spares available

Enquiries welcome

Happy to assist

For more information, 
contact

graham440@
btinternet.com

or
07506 309 281

EARLY MEMORIES
Dear Editor

It was interesting reading Frank 
Ashley's recent letter regarding his 

very early experiences of the Morris 
Eight Tourer Club. In my personal 
memories of my Morris motoring 
I have recorded an event in 1965, 
described as the Southern Driving 
tests, held in Upminster Essex. Frank 
had presumably parted with his Eight 
two seater at this time and won the 
event driving a mini van. John Storey, 
driving a Spitfire, came second, with 
me, driving my Eight two seater, 
third. Herewith a photo of our Eight 
also sporting those small nondescript 
'go faster' stickers at this event but 
obviously not quite quick enough 
on the day! Is this Frank's mini van? 
Registration not known other than 
ending CXM. Thanks as usual for an 
excellent magazine.
Ivan Rooke
360/4
Suffolk

Dear Editor

My name is Anders Ahlkvist from Sweden. I have a Morris Minor two seater in 1934, which I bought on a bankruptcy 
auction with vintage cars. The renovation had begun, but many vital parts are missing. These have probably been 

lost.
Ian Harris has helped me with many spare parts, but still some are missing. Have standing ad on your forum to try to find 
missing spare parts.
My goal is to get the car complete and driveable. I therefore want more people who know that they have the parts I am 
looking for, to contact me, please.
Attached some pictures of my car. On 
one of the pictures you can see that 
the hood does not fit in relation to the 
front, is there more than one hood for 
these cars?
Anders Ahlvist
14322/O
Sweden
anders.alhkvist@telia.com

Thanks, Anders. You certainly have a big project on the go and need all the help you can get. If members 
can offer support and assistance of any kind, then please contact Anders directly at the email address shown.

MAJOR MINOR PLEA

536 YYC?
Dear Editor

I wonder if you could publish the following in the magazine please? Thank you very much. I bought an operation 
manual for my 1948 Morris 8 Series E at the NEC Classic Show last year and when I looked inside it, between the 

pages, was an old style green log book for an October 1950 registered 8SE. I put its 536 YYC registration number in the 
DVLA vehicle search and remarkably it showed it as still around although on SORN. I’d love to pass the log book on to 
the current owner. It had six owners up until 1974 and was originally given the registration number HTR 2 which is now 
on a 2006 Mini. The car isn't showing on the club database so I'm very much hoping a club member might know the car 
or the owner so the logbook can be reunited with both. I put an appeal on the club website forum but having read only 
25% of members visit I thought I might have more luck putting my request in the magazine.
Andrew Axnix
14042/6
W.Yorks
axnixthegaul@virginmedia.com

Thanks, Andrew. Let's see what turns up. Let us know if you get a response.
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D A V I D  M O L Y N E U X 

M O R R I S  P I S T O N S
f o r  a l l  m o d e l s

Morris 8 and Series E 
used parts supplied

Job lots of M8 and E 
parts bought

M8 and E abandoned 
projects/complete cars 

bought for
spares or repair

01229 584 972 or
07715 059 280 or

dmmmem@tiscali.co.uk

Acceptance of advertisements in Morris Monthly does not imply recommendation of advertisers or their products or services by the Morris 
Register. When purchasing cars or spare parts from private sellers, purchasers must satisfy themselves as to the condition and value.

Morris Mart
Members: A single private small ad, 
with/without a photo, is free.
Non-members: contact the Editor

Car for Sale
1937 Morris Eight tourer

In very original condition and well maintained. 
Also including hood and side covers, as well as 
old tax books and valuable reg no. £8500.
Francis Fleming (non-member)
07885 203 136 (Co.Antrim)
hazelfleming1@hotmail.co.uk

Car for Sale
1938 Morris Eight Series II tourer

Laid up and unloved for nearly 60 years. 
Engine not seized and car rolls freely. Old log 
book mislaid, but Heritage certificate. Original 
London reg no. should be obtainable from 
DVLA as a non-tranferrable. £2950. Collect 
from Swansea, S. Wales or can deliver at cost 
of fuel used.
Phil Robins
01792 587 337 or 07974 760 536 (S.Wales)

Car for Sale
1934 Minor box saloon

£5500. Phone for details.
Syd Perks
01939 250 088 (Shropshire)

Car for Sale
1946 Morris 8 series E 2 door saloon

Vehicle garaged for past two years. Bodywork 
in good condition. Mechanically sound. £4000.
Mike Roach
020 8668 3408 (S.Croydon)
Mike.g3twj@talktalk.net

Car for Sale
1947 Morris 8 Z van

Vehicle complete and in good condition. Has 
been garaged for past 5 years. Brakes require 
attention. £5000.
Mike Roach
020 8668 3408 (S.Croydon)
Mike.g3twj@talktalk.net

Parts Wanted and For Sale
Wanted for Series M: one or more cam 
followers.
For Sale: 19 inch spoked and tyred 5 stud 
wheel. Old but painted. New wiring loom 
(Autosparks MS26), Series M radiator. Sale or 
swap for 10/4 rad.
Aldred Collard
01264 737 284 (NW Hampshire)
collard284@btinternet.com

Part for Sale
Oxford Six 
Radiator/
Cowl/Grille
With shutters,
£165 ono.
Text or phone 
please, 
Ivor Durrant 
(Suffolk)
07711 525 913  
mrdurrant@
hotmail.com

Parts Wanted
For Morris 10/4 1933 Doctors coupé: diff, valve 
collars and caps, circular groove type.
Brian Keys
01730 261 437 (Hampshire)
bskeys5biz@hotmail.co.uk

Car for Sale
1930 Morris Major Six folding head saloon

Fully restored and in excellent condition,
Lots of history and invoices (including £26k 
restoration cost). Starts and drives well 
£17,500 or best offer.
Tom Cousins
07821 449 880 (Kent)
Gumball3@hotmail.co.uk

Parts Wanted
For Series E tourer: spare wheel 
cover.
Wolfgang Roedder 
(0049) 5936 922 744 (Germany)
wis03@web.de

Parts for Sale
For Minor Side Valve '30-'34. 1x camshaft, 
1x camshaft rear bearing, 1x pair of timing 
sprockets, 1x crankshaft rear bearing housing, 
3 unused pistons (Std), 1x first/reverse sliding 
gear (3 speed), 1x front axle, 1x rear axle 
case, 2x front hubs (3 pin), 2x rear hubs (3 
pin), 1x clutch cover, 1x clutch driven plate 
(split in disc, but good centre), 1x brake cross 
shaft, 4x leaf springs, set of brake drums. 
Brian Shufflebotham
01782 515 802 (Staffs)

Artwork for Sale

Original 1950s unframed atmospheric oil painting (artist 
unknown) measuring 48" by 36" for sale of the Morris Works 
at Cowley, Oxford. Hopefully a Morris car enthusiast would 
love to have this hanging on their wall. Offers over £4,000.
invited. If interested please phone.
Peter Geiringer (non-member)
0208 647 7681 (SW London)



Foto Finish Please submit pictures 
of interest to the Editor
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