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EDITOR  Rob Symonds 
wri tes :

As it is Easter, apart from reminding you 
to send in your Drive-it-Day reports 

and photographs please, I’ll hand over to 
Revd. Ted Spiller with “a message from our 
sponsor”.
“We all have dates and times in our lives 
and our minds which are important to us. 
You will remember the time when you 
bought your Morris. You will recall how it looked then and 
compare it with how it looks now. A lot of restoration and care 
will have gone into it. Some of you will even have taken over 
a complete wreck and after much hard work (and cash) now 
have a car that looks as good as new. Completely restored, in 
fact made new again, given a fresh start, a new beginning. If 
it had not been for your effort that car might have been lost 
forever, but you saved it.
You and I often need refurbishing ourselves. We can get 
battered and torn on our own journey through life. We all 
have a few scars, hurts and sadnesses that need mending 
and repairing. April 4th this year will remind us that we 
ourselves can be restored and resurrected even if our name 
is not Morris! It is all because “GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD 
THAT HE SENT JESUS and whosoever believeth in Him 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life”. On Easter Day 
we celebrate the complete restoration and resurrection to 
eternal life which God offers to each one of us. The great cost 
of our restoration has been paid by Jesus.God did not send 
Jesus to condemn us to the scrapheap but that through Him 
we can be restored and resurrected.
HAPPY MOTORING AND A HAPPY EASTER TO YOU ALL.” 

The Morris Register operates a spares service that could help you to keep your Morris on the road. The 
Service is run by a few dedicated volunteers in their own free time.

Stock items mainly comprise small engine, transmission, electrical and brake parts for the ‘8’ and ‘10’ 
models with a limited stock of similar parts for other Morris models. Body and trim parts are not stocked 
and it is not possible, given the voluntary nature of the service, to stock any of the larger and heavier 
components. We cannot, and do not, carry every conceivable spare part, but our service often includes 
the knowledge of where parts can be obtained, and we can generally point members in the right direc-
tion.
The service does not include any second-hand items, although we do know of a number of dealers and 
traders (some of whom are Register members) who specialise in used spares and we can redirect mem-
bers to them where appropriate. We no longer produce a catalogue, but a stock list is in the course of 
preparation.
Given the limited capability of the service, it is preferable for members to enquire first before placing an 
order that we may be unable to fulfil. Some “out of stock” items can be sourced fairly quickly in cases 
where alternatives are not available, and the primary objective of the spares service is to assist members 
to get what they want as quickly as possible, even if it means redirecting them to other sources.

T h e  M o r r i s  R e g i s t e r  S p a r e s  S e r v i c e

Cover Picture: Unknown Bullnose at (we think)
 Warwick Castle
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chaIRman Dave Harr is 
wri tes :

As Chairman I would like to say a few words 
about the recent emails regarding the 

closing of the MVS email system. Some of the 
comments made are totally uncalled for.  For 
example,”you do not listen to the masses”. Well 
the masses have to speak to be heard, and the 
impending closure of the MVS system has been 
published in the Morris Monthly several times 
and the masses were quiet. When a date was chosen to close the 
MVS system about 65 members complained so we have deferred 
the closing so we can discuss the options available, which proves 
that we do listen to members.We were also called “dictators” and 
that we held meetings in secret. We always advertise when and 
where we are having meetings, any member is free to come along 
and join us.
Please remember that all National and Regional committee 
members are volunteers, they all work very hard and give up a lot 
of their valuable time (and money) to make this a good club for the 
benefit of the members. At this point I would like to thank all the 
hardworking committee members for the sterling work they do.
Now for the good news, the 50th Anniversary car badge will soon 
be on sale, it is a limited edition and only 1000 have been ordered.  
Members attending any one of the five selected events which are; 
Crich Tram Museum, Oxford Bus Museum, Ardingly V.V. Show, 
Thoresby and Bristol Classic Car show will receive a free badge.  
Please note only one free badge will be issued to every member, 
even if you attend all five events you will only receive one free 
badge.  Further badges can be purchased from the club shop - 
there will be in the region of 500 available for purchase on a first 
come, first served basis, each badge will be numbered.  Watch this 
space for further information. Happy Morris motoring.

S M A L L  A D S
Post/email to:

Rob Symonds, 49 Gorsy Road, Quinton, 
B’ham B32 2SJ             0121 682 0640

theeditor@morrisregister.co.uk
Free for members (max 1 car per month)
Non-members: please contact for charges.

COMMERCIAL ADS
Traders or commercial enterprises interested 

in advertising in Morris Monthly,
please contact:

 Lionel Smith, Commercial Ad. Manager
01902 780 607 or 07730 309 288

lionel.p@homecall.co.uk

W E B S I T E
www.morrisregister.co.uk

Contact: Jim Riglar, Webmaster
jimriglar@blueyonder.co.uk

PA S S W O R D  changes this month
to P E N D I P

DEADLINE
14th of the month prior to publication

NON ARRIVALS
It is aimed to post out Morris Monthly on the 
1st of every month. If, after a few days grace,  
your copy has not arrived, then please contact 
the Membership Secretary, John Nagle (details 

at the top of the page).

P R I N T E D  B Y
PA G E FA S T  P R I N T  &  P U B L I S H I N G

0 1 5 2 4  8 4 1  0 1 0

T h e  M o r r i s  R e g i s t e r  S p a r e s  S e r v i c e
CONTACTS:
By phone: 07950 972 401 (limited response hours)

By e-mail:  thespares@morrisregister.co.uk

By post to:  The Spares Service
  Hey Cottage,
  Heyside Royton
  OLDHAM OL2 6LW

Payments to “MoClub Ltd” by: Cheque or Credit Card - No cash please.
Please remember the Service is run by members for the benefit of other members in their own time amidst 
many other family and personal priorities. Much as we would like, we cannot provide an overnight service 
or be expected to deal with orders by return of post.
What we can, and will do, is our utmost to make sure you get the parts you need!
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You know what it’s like, you’re getting on a bit and 
retirement looms ever closer. What on earth do I 

do now?  I’m not a golfer, you can only do so much 
gardening,  how often can I paint the lounge, and 
lastly and most important of all, how can avoid the 
wrath of “she who must be obeyed” by getting under 
her feet?
“I know” thinks I, I could buy an old classic car and 
keep out of mischief. What a great idea, I can do 
the shows in summer and it won’t cost too much just 
the initial purchase, and then a bit of spit and polish 
(what a silly boy, it’ll cost fortunes).
So, remembering back to the days of my youth 
and my first car, a 1932 Austin 10 bought for £15, I 
decided, with approval from “S.W.M.B.O”, to set out 
and have a look at what’s available. I must add that 
a close neighbour of mine is the proud owner of a 
1938 Morris 8 and of course suggested that I favour 
the Morris over the Austin. He also owned a brace of 
“E” Series Eights in various states of decomposition 
awaiting “restoration when I get around to it”.
With the wonder of the internet I browsed through 
the various “classic car marts” and saw a 1939 Series 
“E” tourer for sale down in Sussex.  Telling S.W.M.B.O 
that I will only “just have a look” off I toddled.
Now my profession over many, many years was, and 
still is, “a salesman” (used to be called a commercial 
traveller), and who is no bigger mug to sell things 
too than a salesman? Fitted with the obligatory “rose 
tinted spectacles” I duly inspected the vehicle in 
question and was delighted. As usual when inspecting 
objects of desire the flaws just seemed to disappear. 
I swear that there really were no rust bubbles to be 
seen and that the sills were quite perfect. The fact 
that it took a while to start was quite incidental and 
that overpowering smell of petrol quite usual in a car 
of nearly 70 years of age, Ho Ho Ho.
Well I have to admit I was quite smitten, but as I had 
promised S.W.M.B.O that I was only going to have a 
look, I bought it without delay. So a few hours later 
and a few thousand pounds lighter I returned to 
face the music and was overjoyed that my darling 
wife was quite neutral and said she would reserve 
judgment until the vehicle arrived home.
The owner of the car suggested that I could in fact 
drive it back home to Maidstone (some 45 miles 
or so) but I thought it might be more sensible if I 
arranged for it to be collected on a flat bed trailer. 
A few days later I set off with my neighbour and a 
local carrier to collect the car. After a bit of a struggle 
and still with the strong smell of petrol we managed 
to get the car firmly settled on the trailer and off we 
went. Only one incident marred the journey. We 
were continually being “hooted at” by seemingly 
angry motorists and after about twenty minutes of 
frustration at not finding out who the culprit was we 
stopped to discover the horn button on the “E” was 
loose and went “toot” at every pot hole (there’s quite 
a few from St Leonards to Maidstone). 

MY MORRIS TALE  Ken Goodchild

Eight Series E TourerM e m b e r ’ s
o r r i s
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Now I have to admit to you all that I am not an engineer or a budding mechanic, my knowledge of combustion engines, 
gearboxes, suspension systems, steering gears, etc., is very limited; indeed you could say I am a complete novice, one 
whose normal answer to problems automotive is to phone the garage. So upon trying to get the car off the trailer at 
my home it was discovered that the smell of petrol was coming from a leaking carburettor. My immediate answer “let’s 
take it to my local garage” Now, here’s interesting for you, the mechanic could clearly see where the problem was but 
clearly had no idea how to sort it. Lesson one of classic car ownership, you can’t plug in the computer to find out what’s 
wrong!  And garage mechanics!!! Well I won’t go into details but suffice to say the problem awoke old memories of my 
early motoring days with the Austin and other cars, now classed as classics, and with a little perseverance I discovered a 
much worn jet in the float chamber. Lesson number two of classic car ownership. It’s a great help if you’ve got a splendid 
neighbour who not only has a vast array of spares but the knowledge of how to fit them.
Well as time passes by I am undertaking various jobs, most of which I am learning as I go along. It’s very much a case of 
the blind doing jobs in dark glasses, but hey, it’s great fun and who knows one or two of the jobs undertaken don’t look 
half bad.
Now I wonder if any of the readers (assuming anyone will want to read my meanderings) can help to fill in the blanks 
concerning the history of said motor. According to the British Motor Industry Heritage Trust Certificate (more money) 
the car with chassis number SE-E/30035 engine number 28668 (engine number is now AA6857) rolled off the production 
line between 15th and 19th May 1939 but was not despatched until 16th March 1940. Now according to DVLA and 
previous log books it appears to have been first registered as JPL 635 on the 30th March 1941. There appears to be some 
interesting time gaps, I wonder why? 
Thanks to the kind help of Mr. Harry Edwards, I have managed to trace ownership, with just a few gaps back to around 
1965. It seems that in the early 60s a young man (around 15 years old) by the name of Richard Gledhill purchased the car 
from a scrap dealer for around £5. As he was too young to own a driving licence he set to, to repair and renovate (see 
pictures). He kept the car and indeed took and passed his driving test in it. I understand that he kept it until the early 70s 
then selling it on to a Simon Parsons who eventually sold it to a scrap dealer. I do not know who rescued it again but it 
eventually passed to a Mr A. P. S. Craster of  Maidenhead and then Salisbury and then finally to a Mr Dean of St Leonards 
on Sea and then after some 11 years Mavis (my name for the old girl) has come to me.
As I said before I am no expert, and would be regarded by some as “Mr. Bodger” but believe me I am doing my best. 
What I really want out of Mavis, is lots of fun and hopefully to pass on to my kids or some other cash rich looney that will 
love and cherish her as much as me.
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1933/4 Minor
2-Seater

Originally described on eBay as an Eight, this family heirloom, lovingly known as “Ben”, was sold with great regret. The 
car has had only 2 owners. The first owner used the vehicle between 1936 and 1959 and the second (and present) owner 
used the vehicle as a local runabout between 1959 and 1969 but rarely following this period. 
The engine was completely overhauled some 25 years ago, since when the car has been stored inside a dry barn. 
Bodywork, paintwork, seats, hood and wooden chassis are all in good condition but the engine has now seized through 
lack of starting throughout the storage period but was working immediately before being stored. Convertible hood is as 
new except for a bend in the retaining bar but is still in working order. Brakes are wire and were working prior to storage. 
The vehicle has not been registered since the DVLA centralised their record keeping in the mid 1980s as it has been 
stored offroad since 1970.            

   Answer on Page 32

W hat ’ s  i t
o r t h ?

C a p t i o n
o m p

Why not try your hand at a cartoon or humorous anecdote 
of a motoring nature, suitable for a family audience?

All efforts will be greatly received by the Editor.

““I expect he’s put his wedges in the wrong way round!”

Please	submit	a	humorous	caption	
for	 this	 picture,	 either	 by	 email	
or	 in	 writing	 to	 the	 Editor.	 Unless	
someone	offers	 a	prize	 there	 isn’t	
one,	other	than	the	cachet	of	being	
the	wittiest	member	 of	 the	Morris	
Register...	
The	winner	wil l 	be	announced	next	
month.
IF	YOU	HAVE	A	SUITABLE	PICTURE	
FOR	 USE	 IN	 THIS	 SECTION,	 THEN	
PLEASE	SEND	IT	TO	THE	EDITOR.

M or r i s
i r t h

Please  send i tems of 
a  humorous  nature 

to  the  Ed i tor
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B u l l e t i n
o a r d

f rom SEcRETaRy,  Mike Brears

PRESIDEnT’S cOnfEREncE – 24th aPRIl

A couple of weeks later than usual, the next President’s Conference, the 63rd meeting, to which all National and 
Regional Committee members are invited, will be held on Saturday 24th April 2010 at the King Edward’s School, 

Birmingham starting at 10.30 am sharp. A number of important topics are already on the agenda for discussion. Any 
major decisions will be included in a report in the June newsletter.

mVS
Following a number of representations the Committee has agreed to defer the closure of the Eight MVS until further 
discussions have taken place at the President’s Conference at the end of the month on the method of moving all users of 
the current email based system to the forum on the Club’s website.

W T S B Y E U T Y H

W K O M S A L O O N

H V I U S P A R E S

E I L A R K S E W R

E N G I N E P G I A

L T V M P R R I N L

S A M O R R I S G L

N G W N V Q N T S Y

L E E C E E G E B L

R J F T A W A R D P

morris
register
saloon
tourer
vintage
horsepower
spring
oil
engine
wheels
van
wings
award
spares
rally

W e b
i s e

from WEBmaSTER,
Jim Riglar

FORUM - I had intended to report a simplification of the forum and easier access arrangements. However, the publication 
of last month’s Morris Monthly, which announced the change date from the current mailing list arrangements to the use 
of the forum for 8MVS communications, has sparked such a debate about the change that it has been suspended pending 
further discussions at the April Executive Meeting. Until there is a resolution of the communication arrangements, there 
is little point in undertaking much Forum related as it may prove nugatory. 
MEMBERS’ AREA – Work to provide access to archive material related to each vehicle is progressing. The intention is 
to provide a “one-stop shop” web page for each vehicle type covered by the Register, which will cover basic information 
about that vehicle and provide links to archive material. These web pages will probably be published in batches, staring 
with the Eights (preS, S1, S2, SE) and their van derivatives. 
ON-LINE SHOP – A software package to host an on-line shop facility has been identified. Once action to capture 
information and load up details on the items that the club sells (spares, publications, clothing, miscellanea) has been 
completed, the on-line shop facility will be integrated into the website.

C h i l d r e n ’ s
o r n e r s

 

TIME’S UP! THIS IS THE LAST MORRIS MONTHLY YOU WILL RECEIVE
IF YOU HAVE NOT RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2010/11

from m.R. chIlD
PROTEcTIOn OffIcER,
Rachel Alty

W
o
r
d
s
e
a
r
c
h

LOOK IN 
THE GRID

AND 
FIND THE 
WORDS
IN THE 

LIST
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f rom hISTORIan,
Harry  EdwardsR e g i s t e r

e t r o

The basis of the special was an old Morris Minor saloon of the 
o.h.v. type, from which the body was removed. The work, 

including rebuilding the chassis and underslinging it at the rear, 
took the best part of two years, and the remarkable thing is that 
practically nothing — except the seat upholstery had to be put 
into outside professional hands. It had been built as a hobby 
by three enthusiasts, C. V. Miller, his brother R. E. Miller, and a 
friend, H. A. Ball, of Kingston-on-Thames
In place of the original braking system a Lockheed layout from a 
Wolseley Hornet was fitted, this entailing a number of alterations 
on the chassis, and from the same car came a four-speed gear 
box with remote control.
The body is stoutly built, as well as looking right, and there is 
a neat hood. The fold-flat windscreen was taken from another 
car and replated, the modern steel wheels are from a Standard, 
carrying big-section tyres. The big head lamps are off a Vauxhall.
The instrument panel is also extremely well done, in hardwood. It carries a thermometer and the small diameter and 
most accurate type of Jaeger speedometer, space remaining for fitting a rev. counter. The total weight is about 10½ cwt.
With acknowledgement to The Autocar, 10th May 1940

The Minor Special with its co-designers and builders

An early 1934 model Morris Minor (chassis number 34/
MS42057), with side-valve engine number 42728A, was 

scrapped in Derby in the early 1950s. But this wasn't the end of 
the car, for using many of the parts, one Howard Freshwater built 
the delightfully efficacious two-seater shown here. Ken Martin 
photographed the car with member 9181, Tim Skevington, at 
the Morris Register National Rally held at Stanford Hall in August 
1993. In its present form the Special was fitted with a Ford 1172 
cc engine and registered in Bedfordshire July/August 1950. An 
added sporting touch is the knock-on wheel effect by using 
Wilmot-Breeden Sports Hub Nuts to replace the centre fixing 
screws. (Right).

Most one-off Morris Minor Specials made use of the shortwheelbase chassis, but by using the 1932 overhead camshaft 
Family Eight Saloon chassis, the builder had the advantage of not only a rear mounted petrol tank but also the early 

type of Lockheed hydraulic brakes. The wheelbase too may have been an advantage as it was over a foot longer than the 
previous Minors. These points may have been considered by Ken J.Wharton Garages in Smethwick, Birmingham, when 
they constructed this two-seater "K.J.W. Hill Climb Special", albeit they actually shortened the chassis, which originally 
carried the chassis number M.36384, and fitted Healey Sprite transmission. Registered in West Suffolk as GV 963, this 
Special had been within our club membership once before when it was photographed in the ownership of member 7472 
Nicholas John Reeve. (Below left).

SOME UNIQUE MINOR SPECIALS
(Part 2) Harry Edwards

Hybrid 1932 side-valve Morris Minor/MG based on chassis SV 8271, engine 
7135. Owned by Norberto Pedrose of Portugal. No other detail available. 

(Right)
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In view of lighting regulations that are 
now in force the following details on 

setting, focusing and adjustment of lamps 
should be found very useful.
The Lighting Regulations state that a 
lighting system must be arranged so that 
it can give a light which is “incapable of 
dazzling any person standing on the same 
horizontal plane as the vehicle at a greater 
distance than 25 ft. from the lamp, whose 
eye-level is not less than 3 ft. 6 in. above 
that plane.”
To comply with the regulations the lamps 
must be set as shown in Fig. 1. Check 
the setting by placing the car in front 
of a blank wall at the greatest possible 
distance, taking care, of course, that the 
surface on which the car is standing is not 
sloping relative to the wall.
Adjusting Head Lamps
The head lamps must be set so that the 
beams of light are parallel with the road 
and with each other. This will ensure that 
when the “Dip and Switch” reflectors are 
operated the lamps will give a non-dazzling 
light.
If adjustment is necessary, slacken the 
single fixing nut at the base of the lamp 
and move the lamp on its adjustable 
mounting to the required position. Finally, 
tighten the locking nut.
Fog Lamps and Pass Lights

The lamp must be set so that the beam 
does not rise above the horizontal when 
the car is standing on level ground. To 
ensure this, dip the lamp very slightly to 
compensate for road inequalities or an 
extra heavy load in the rear of the car. and 
also tilt the lamp to the right to allow for 
road camber. In addition the lamp can be 
swung slightly to the left in order to give 
additional illumination on the nearside 
of the road. If adjustment is necessary, 
slacken fixing nut and move the lamp to 
the required position. Finally, tighten the 
locking nut.
Focusing Bulbs
The bulb filament must be as near as 
possible to the focus of the reflector. If the 
bulb is out of focus, the lamps will have 
a poor range, and will cause dazzle to 
approaching traffic.
Before lamps leave the works, the bulbs 
are focused to give the best results, and 
provided that genuine Lucas spare bulbs 
are fitted as replacements, it should not be 
necessary to alter the setting. If, however, 
an ordinary bulb has to be fitted, it may 
be necessary to re-focus by moving the 
bulb backwards or forwards until the best 
lighting is obtained.
When focusing fog lamps, adjust the 

position of the bulb until any top light is 
removed, and until the semicircular beam 
of light is of the greatest concentration, 
i.e., the area of the beam must be as small 
as possible.
When focusing head lamps, it will be found 
an advantage to cover one lamp while 
testing the other. If the lamp does not give 
a uniform long range beam, without any 
dark centre, the bulb needs adjusting. 
To do this, remove the lamp front and 

reflector, slacken the 
clamping clip at the back of 
the reflector, and slide the 
bulb holder backwards or 
forwards. (Fig. 2) When the 
best position for the bulb 
holder has been found, the 
clamping screw must be 
tightened.
With some types of lamps, 
alternative positions are 
provided for the bulb in its 
holder. Try each position 

for the best results.
Dipping Reflectors
The majority of head lamps are fitted with 
the electrically operated dip and switch 
scheme in which the nearside reflector 
is arranged to dip to the left, while at the 
same time the offside lamp is switched off.
The dipping mechanism calls for no 
attention whatever — there is nothing to 
adjust and no lubrication is required.
For Continental Driving
When preparing a car to go abroad to 
countries where the rule of the road is 
right-hand the dipping reflector in the 
majority of lamps can be arranged to dip 
vertically. This is usually done by removing 
the reflector securing screw from the top of 
the rim, and then turning the reflector in a 
clockwise direction until the reflector fixing 
screw locates in the alternative hole in the 
lamp body.
On lamps in which the reflector is secured 
by a rubber bead, the reflector is arranged 
to dip vertically when the projection on 
the reflector rim is fitted in the right-hand 
location at the top of the rim.
If the car is to be used for any length of 
time in a country where the rule of the road 
is right-hand it is advisable to interchange 
the head lamp reflectors. This involves 

slight modifications to the wiring which are 
best carried out at a Lucas Service Depot.
Cleaning Lamps
Care must be taken when handling 
reflectors to prevent them from becoming 
finger-marked. If they do become marked, 
however, a transparent and colourless 
protective covering enables any finger-
marks to be removed by polishing with a 
chamois leather or a very soft dry cloth. Do 
not use metal polish on reflectors.
No metal polishes must be used for 
cleaning chromium plated lamp bodies. 
They must be washed with plenty of water 
and, when the dirt is completely removed, 
the lamp bodies must be polished with a 
chamois leather or a soft dry cloth. Black 
or coloured lamp bodies may be cleaned 
with a good car polish.
Replacement of Bulbs
When replacing a bulb, it is important not 
only that the same size bulb be fitted, but 
also, that the bulb has a high efficiency 
and will focus in the reflector. Cheap and 
inferior bulbs often have the filament of 
such a shape that it is impossible to focus 
correctly. This will cause dazzle and will 
result in loss of range and light efficiency. 
Lucas bulbs are specially tested to ensure 
that the filament is in the correct position 
to give the best results with Lucas lamps. 
To assist in identification, Lucas bulbs are 
marked on the metal cap with a number. 
When fitting a replacement, see that it is 
the same number as the original bulb.
It is advisable to replace bulbs after long 
service before they actually burn out, 
as often the filaments sag, making it 
impossible for them to be focused properly.
Removing lamp fronts of head lamps, first, 
of the screw fixing type. Slacken the single 
securing screw and move it downwards 
from the slot in which it fits. Remove front 
from bottom of lamp first.
When replacing the front, locate the top of 
the rim first, then press on at the bottom, 
and tighten the fixing screw.
To remove the lamp front of the catch 
fixing type, pull forward the fixing clip 
at the bottom of the lamp and swing it 
downwards. Refit the front as previously 
described.     to be continued

Check Up Light ing  Correct ly         Part  1
Know the Different Types of 
Lucas Lamps Set Out Here

with acknowledgment to MOTOR COMMERCE for December 1938

Fig.1

Fig.2                                     Fig.3
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Letters to the Historian
Dear Sir,
It has been very interesting reading your article on Minor 
Specials month by month, especially with the mention of 
Jarvis of Wimbledon.  At South Wimbledon Tube Station, there 
is still a Jarvis poster on the wall at platform interchange level 
(bottom of escalator) protected by a glass case. (See below).

Yours etc.
Richard Thom

Wimbledon
London SW19 8RA

(Historian’s note:  Reference your query regarding 
the ownership of a Morris 8 which your father, Brian 
Williams, had in the past.  From the records I can tell 
you that:  BOV 131 was/is a Birmingham registration, 
the series ‘BOV’ was only issued in the month of March 
1936.  The Morris 8 BOV 131 is a Series I Morris 8 2-door 
saloon and it has figured on a number of occasions 
within the membership of the Morris Register.
There is a query regarding the chassis number of the 
car as when Member 4478 joined in July 1978 with BOV 
131, he (Malcolm J Smith) quoted chassis number as 
55131.  Then in March 1988, a member called Michael 
Olding joined the Morris Register quoting the same 
chassis number 5531.  However, when the next member 
joined in March 1991 (Barrie James) the chassis was 
quoted as 85131.  This same chassis number 85131 
was given when Mrs Susan M Smith joined with BOV 
131 in December 1995.  She is the last owner of BOV 
131 that we know of and her address in 1995 was Myrtle 
Cottage, Seaford, Winsleigh, Devon EX19 8LT.  BOV 
131 was advertised for sale in the ‘Practical Classics’ 
magazine in May 1988 for £895.
Of the query on the chassis numbers mentioned above, 
I would guess that as the car was first registered in 
March 1936, the lower number ‘55131’ is more likely 
to be correct.  Chassis ‘85131’ would date to April 1936 
whereas ‘55131’ as a chassis number would date to 
March 1936 and the only month that Birmingham 
issued that ‘BOV’ registration series was in March 
1936.  Q.E.D.!)

Dear Sir,
Could you or do you know anyone who could help me 
please?  My father is 70 this year and has for many years 
told me of a Morris 8 that he owned for many years.  
I am keen to see if the car still exists and if possible 
arrange a visit to view the car. The only information I 
have is that it was a Morris 8 with the registration of 
BOV 131.  Can you help please? Please feel free to 
pass my information on to any interested parties.

Your etc.
Christian Williams

65 Monkmoor Avenue
Monkmoor, Shrewsbury

Shropshire SY2 5ED

Dear Sir,
I came across this photo (below left) of my first car, a 
1930 Morris Minor, registered MU 1728, and would like 
to know if the car is still in existence.  It was registered 
to someone in Acton, London W3 until about 1962.  I 
owned it from 1963–1965 in Ruislip, Middlesex and sold 
it to someone in Northwood, Middlesex.  I have no details 
regarding chassis numbers or the like; it had an 847cc ohc 
engine, cable brakes, friction dampers, and an openable 
windscreen and roof.  I should like to think that it still exists 
– it was great fun for me 45 years ago!

Yours etc.
David Biles
Brentford

Middlesex TW8 ODD
(Historian’s note:  This car was first within our membership 
when owned by Martin Stephens-Hodge 589 (which would 
be an extremely early member, 1960s, and when we were 
“Morris Eight Tourer Club”).  He is still a member by the 
way, but the car is not.  Subsequent owners known were 
C.P.Tyack, then the last one I have recorded is 3616, 
Arthur T.O.Perkins who joined in May 1976, but is no 
longer a member.  However at the time his address was/is 
Rosedale, 52 Beulah Road, Kirkby in Ashfield, Nottingham 
NG17 7EL.  Details of the car from my records are chassis 
M.26129, registered 19/6/30, Engine u.26760.  MU 1728, 
which indicates to me that the car was sold by Stewart & 
Ardern, London, when new.)
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Please send any items for REGISTER RETRO to
HARRY EDWARDS, Wellwood Farm,

Lower Stock Road, West Hanningfield, Chelmsford,
Essex CM2 8UY

(Historian’s note:  The chassis (or “Car No.”) M9722 and the engine 
number indicate an Overhead Camshaft model of the Morris Minor 
dating to about August 1929. As for the bodywork, I think you can be 
almost sure that it was made in Australia.  In the depression years, to 
help the economy, the powers that be made the import of complete 
cars carry a large duty as a consequence there were few Morris (or 
other makes) sold complete to the Australian motorists.  The import of 
complete running chassis was encouraged with the result that there 
were many small and sometimes larger firms designing and building 
car bodies.
Back in 1983, I had a letter from one of our members who had obviously 
been on holiday in Australia and he reported seeing the remains of 
a 1929 Morris Minor in a yard in Queensland which carried the car 
number M9450 and engine M9474 which may suggest part of a batch 
of Minor chassis exported at the time to Australia.)

Dear Sir,
I am currently doing “a bit of bodywork” 
on my Eight Series I Tourer, 1935.  SI/E 
101032.  Would you be able to advise the 
best body colour to match in green for 
this period please? Original(?) paintwork 
under the windscreen pillow is more of a 
holly green than the current finish. Many 
thanks for your help and involvement 
with the Morris Register.

Yours etc.
Andy Baker
Yealmpton
Plymouth

(Historian’s note:  Your query with reference to the original colour of your Morris 
8 Series I Tourer cannot be answered in detail, I’m afraid.  Unfortunately I am 
only able to quote the colours as described in contemporary catalogues etc. 
and not the actual shades.  “Red”, I appreciate, can be anything just beyond 
Pink at one extreme, to a shade nudging Maroon at the other.  One of the 
difficulties of recording colour schemes is that words without a supporting 
chart are meaningless.  British Standard Colour charts do not appear to 
have existed in the ‘thirties.  The paint finish used from the late ‘twenties on 
Morris cars was a cellulose finish called “Bripal” made by the British Paint 
& Lacquer Co. – a firm now part of the Imperial Chemical Industries.  Bripal 
names and numbers for the green shades used by Morris on many of their 
models during the period 1932 and 1938 were as shown in the table below.

Name Bripal No. Years Notes and Observations

Willow Green 210-8908 1932/3 & 1935/7 ICI Ref 8908 (A dark green, darker than Cumbrian Green)

Nile Green 210-8880 1934/35

Morris Green 210-9401 1937/38

Dublin Green or 
San Carlos Green 210-8914 1932/36 ICI Ref No 8914 (Mid Green colour)

Cumbrian Green 210-8919 1934 A dark green but lighter than Willow green.

Bronze Green 210-8910 1937

Dear Sir,
I attach some photos (left and below) I took for your 
information.  Someone in Australia suggested it is of a 1929 
Morris Minor OHC 8 hp.  I have no idea but apparently you 
can tell from the engine and chassis numbers taken from the 
identification plates.  “Type M.M.8. Car no. M9722. Engine 
No. M9892”.

Yours etc.
Guy Shields
Nayangba

Queensland 4504
Australia
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F o u n d i n g
a t h e r s

continuing the 
reminiscences of 

early members

REMINISCING WITH THE “Al FLYER”

It is April 1963 and a teenage college student, ‘Dave’ 
Saunders, has passed his driving test. Now to buy a 

car and despatch the drop-handlebar bike to the garden 
shed; after all, it never was any help to me in attracting girl 
friends! A Morris 8 with a hood is preferred to an Austin 7, 
the Chummy looking rather fragile with its cable brakes. 
But a 2-seater or 4-seater (the Tourer)? The 2-seater looks 
more sporty - the best a poor student can realistically 
aspire to; an MG will have to remain just a dream until 
my college days are over. So it was, that forty seven years 
ago, a bright red 2-seater Morris Eight with tatty hood and 
precariously balanced broken headlight was purchased 
for £35 and driven home to nearby Kingston-on-Thames 
I was so proud of that car but all my mother could say 
was “You can’t leave that outside; what will the neighbours 
think?” Typical reaction of a 
house-proud mum! As for my 
dad, “That’s going straight 
round to my local garage to 
get checked out before you 
drive it anywhere.” Despite 
having an MoT certificate (I 
recall that a mandatory 10 
year test had just started) 
the garage considered new 
king pins and steering box 
necessary. At least then it 
would steer in a straight line. 
Presumably it could also stop! 
A replacement headlamp 
body was obtained from a 
nearby breakers yard for a 
few shillings.
Then an extraordinary coincidence. A college friend of 
mine, Derek Brockwell, had, quite unknowingly, bought a 
Morris Eight 2-seater at the same time as me and drove 
round to surprise me with it. It was he who had the surprise 
when he saw this bright red ‘waif sitting outside my house! 
I make this slightly derogatory reference to my car because 
Dell’s was near-concours by comparison, having cost him 
the princely sum of £55, a small fortune for a Morris Eight 
in those days. For any early members who may remember 
it, the body had been re-sprayed cream with black wings, 
distinctive black bonnet top 
and chequered grille - de 
rigueur in a Sixties world but, 
no doubt, not acceptable 
today. For the next year or 
so we would attend M8TC 
events together with our cars. 
There was another college 
friend who had a blue Morris 
Eight Tourer. We all lived in 
the Kingston area. I recollect 
his car having been in the 
family for many years and 
was passed on to him when 
he had passed his driving 
test. The three of us remain 
friends to this day although 

now living in different parts of the country.
With my ‘sporty’ red 2-seater the world was now at my feet. 
I had this vision of girls queuing up at my door to be taken 
for a drive. At least I could offer them a leather passenger 
seat to sit on; far better than riding pillion on a scooter or 
motor bike, even if it meant moving around to avoid the 
drips every time it rained! I noticed an advertisement in 
Exchange & Mart (where I had found my car a few weeks 
earlier - there was usually at least half a dozen to choose 
from) that a London firm, Connell Bros of Leyton, made 
new hoods and side-screens, so I decided this would be 
money well spent, but when I delivered the car to their 
premises it was found that a new clash stick would also 
be required, which they could make from ash for a small 
extra cost. However, I discovered that a 10% discount was 

available if I was a member of 
the Morris Eight Tourer Club 
- and this would pay for the 
clash stick! Prompt action was 
required as the car would be 
ready in a week. So, armed 
with the address of George 
Miller, a lovely man who 
was then the Membership 
Secretary of the club, I wrote 
off enclosing a postal order, 
explaining the need for the 
haste. My membership card, 
number 353, duly arrived 
in time - a fact that George 
never let me forget! The new 
hood and side screens were 
supplemented with a full 

tonneau as well (probably a birthday present from mum 
and dad), all in black duck with edges bound in red PVC, 
total cost about £20 (less that discount - most important to 
an impoverished student). The car now looked so smart 
that not even an MG could turn my head, especially if there 
was a ‘dolly bird’ in my passenger seat to enhance the 
image. By the way, I still have that Connell Bros brochure 
and samples of materials sent to me all those years ago.
Having become a Morris Eight Tourer Club member I now 
had to seek out where these members met. Being the early 

days of the club meetings were 
few but there was something 
called a Noggin ‘n Natter at 
a pub in Westminster, “The 
Two Chairmen”. A simple 
thirty minute drive for me 
up the Kingston-by-pass 
and then along the Thames 
Embankment. Not quite so 
simple driving home, but then 
this was pre-Barbara Castle 
days when the driver was 
allowed to make decisions for 
himself as to what his alcoholic 
limit was. This is where I first 
met Harry Edwards. There 
was also a monthly ‘Saturday 

Having enjoyed the Buckinghamshire Rally two months 
before, Carol awaits the start of the London to Brighton (Feb 
1964), reassured that there will be no navigating to do - and 
a restaurant meal is waiting for her in Brighton!

Three early Minors, headed by Roy and Heather Hogg’s 
1929 example, in Queen Anne’s Gate. for the start of the 1964 
London to Brighton. The familiar sight of a top hatted Roy 
Hogg can just be seen in the right of the picture. The Minor 
behind, with aero-screens, belongs to Ian Anderson.

(Part 1)                                                           Dave Saunders
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Gathering’ in Moxon Street 
(off Marylebone High Street) 
in the upstairs room of a pub 
where members would watch 
motoring films and partake 
of an alcoholic beverage or 
three. Other M8TC members 
of the period that I would 
see there included the 
charismatic Roy Hogg and his 
wife Heather who owned a 
1929 Minor Tourer. In those 
days, of course, there was no 
problem parking in Central 
London. On most occasions we could park outside the 
pub, advertising the existence of a club for pre-war Morris 
cars to a wider world.
December 6th 1963 and Dave decided to try his hand at 
rallying. I was having an imposed sabbatical year in my 
college training, working in the drawing office of Hawker 
Siddeley Aviation. The sight of my little red “sports car” in 
the firm’s car park had caught the eye of one particularly 
attractive young secretary and so it was that, for the club’s 
Buckinghamshire Rally, I had as my navigator Carol, 
someone whose ability at turning heads was somewhat 
more successful than her map-reading skills! The outcome 
was not lost on the report of this rally in the next issue of 
The Journal. However, her enthusiasm for my car was 
never in doubt. When I 
called to collect her early 
that very frosty December 
Sunday morning she was 
most upset to see my smart 
new hood raised. “If we don’t 
have the hood down I’m not 
coming”. A compromise was 
reached whereby we would 
put the hood down when 
we arrived at the start. As 
so often happens, a frosty 
night is usually followed by 
a lovely sunny day, although 
my memories of that day are 
no doubt blinkered by matters 
of a non-Morris nature! I told 
her it was best to keep the hood up on cold days until the 
engine reached its normal running temperature, so acting 
as a heater to warm the car’s interior - and its occupants!
Into 1964 and my first opportunity to participate in two 
of the M8TC’s main events, London to Brighton and 
Beaulieu. In those days everything was possible, hence 
the Brighton event could be done properly, starting from 
Queen Anne’s Gate, across Westminster Bridge and out of 
Central London much the same as the Veteran Car Run 
always has been done, ending with the cars lined up along 
Madeira Drive and lunch at a sea-front restaurant. Beaulieu 
was also in its early days on 
the calendar of car clubs. 
I honestly can’t remember 
what was there in 1964 other 
than a rally field and, of 
course, the original buildings. 
There was probably a car 
museum of sorts but certainly 
its commercial potential was 
still many years away.
Forward to the autumn 
of 1964 and a change of 

lifestyle for Dave Saunders 
as he ventures north to the 
city of Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
and its art college - away 
from home for the very first 
time (yippee!!). Of course 
my Morris Eight went with 
me (in due course) but I 
was now in `Geordieland’, a 
part of the country that the 
M8TC had not yet reached. 
The opportunity, therefore, 
to ‘spread the gospel’, so 
to speak; after all, there 

were Morris Eights around as I had seen them. I wrote 
`Tynesider’ for The Journal and started a Noggin n’ Natter 
at nearby Tynemouth. To begin with it was just a group 
of like-minded car enthusiasts from college (for example, 
there was a chap with a Morgan 3-wheeler in my group) 
getting together for a drink once a month, but gradually 
the word got around and it then became a genuine 
meeting for Morris owners. Indeed, one person I soon got 
to know, Mark Stobbs, was to become a life-long friend. He 
owned a Morris Minor 2-seater in addition to being a Riley 
enthusiast. In his garage was a Riley Nine, Lynx and Kestrel.
Each term I would drive the 283 miles from my home in 
London to Newcastle-on-Tyne; up the North Circular to 
Mill Hill and then on to the Al. At college I was known in 

my group as “The A1 Flyer”, 
presumably because it would 
take me the whole day to 
do the journey, whereas 
The Flying Scotsman could 
do the trip from Kings Cross 
in four hours! I recall one 
occasion when the SU petrol 
pump started giving trouble 
at Grantham but could be 
‘revived’ by giving it a tap on 
the body. Eventually, though, 
lifting up the bonnet to tap the 
pump body became all too 

frequent and it fmally expired 
at Durham, just fifteen miles 
from ‘home’. On that occasion, 

after calling out the AA and getting a new pump fitted, I 
fmally arrived in Newcastle around 10.00pm. Fifteen hours 
on the road in winter - and freezing fog. Seldom was that 
centrally-heated college hall of residence such a welcome 
sight. Even so, I am glad to have had the opportunity of 
such motoring experiences. It makes me feel like a pioneer! 
In those days very few towns had been by-passed by the A1. 
Baldock, Stamford, Darlington, Durham and Gateshead 
were all towns I passed through on my journey each term. 
The Doncaster by-pass had just been built and consisted 
of twenty miles of featureless tedium - exacerbated by 

the Morris Eight’s maximum 
speed of 55mph. On most 
journeys, I did have a 
travelling companion to chat 
with - someone from college 
heading south. Usually male 
- but not always. On one 
occasion I considered myself 
the cat who’d found the 
cream!

to be continued

Minors and Eights at Beaulieu 1964: The fourth Minor down 
is the ex-Post Office Telephone example(DGU 737) of Mike 
Sheppard, the expert on such vehicles.

Beaulieu 1964: Mike Turner attends to matters at the Club 
stand while Bev Hicks talks, partly obliterated by treasurer 

Cliff Weeds. The Traveller belongs to his wife, Barbara.

Minors and Eights at Beaulieu 1964



14

R e g i o n a l
o u n d  U p

chaIRman’S chaT

This will be my last Chairman’s chat as I will be retiring 
from work in December and do not want to be “tied” 

to being Chairman of South East Region. Considering 
the membership of the South East Region is now over 
270 (I know the figure, thanks to all the very hard work 
of John Nagle), I would have thought that there would 
be no trouble finding enough members willing to join 
the committee. We would be quite happy for couples to 
volunteer if they would prefer safety in numbers!
As most people will know, this is the 50th year of the 
Morris Register and we need to try to encourage younger 
members to participate or the club won’t survive another 
50 years! 
Please do consider joining the committee, we definitely 
need a Chairman and Secretary, plus others for the 
committee, as there are only 4 of the present committee 
standing for re- election, namely, Ray Frampton, Audrey 
Frampton, Tim Harris and Peter Levett.
Our AGM will be held at “The Three Horseshoes” at 
Knockholt on the 17th April 2010 - 6.30 pm for a 7 pm 
start. This year we are going to try something different for 
the free meal, so please refer to the menu in last month’s  
Morris Monthly to decide what you would like in advance 
of the AGM. Members can either email, send a letter or 
phone our home number 01732 884 468 by the 9th April 
to place their order. Don’t forget to order!  Hopefully this 
will cut out wasted food which the club has to pay for!
As most people are aware, there has been some conflict 
between MR and HH about the running of the Show. 
Dave Harris, National Chairman, has intervened to calm 
“troubled waters”, so the Show will go ahead this year. He 
and Gloria came to stay for the weekend with us, so on 
the Saturday evening we met up with Derek Russell and 
Verena and Tony and Sarah Wiltshire for a meal.
I will also be retiring from running the Pre–War car section, 
so my successor will be chosen soon. Tony Wiltshire has 
agreed to take over this role, but of course, he runs the car 
club section at Ardingly, so we would need someone to 
take that on.
Ardingly forms were sent out at the end of February, so if 
you haven’t received one yet, please  a stamped addressed 
envelope to Jeff Anderson, 18a Wye Road, Borough 
Green, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN158DX or if you prefer email 
to southeastchairman@morrisregister.co.uk, I then can 
send you an electronic version of the form and we can “do 
our bit” to save money on postage.

Jeff Anderson
BaRBEcuE anD camPIng WEEkEnD
This enjoyable relaxing weekend at Old Star House, 
Piltdown is planned for the weekend after Ardingly on 
17/18th July. Camping and the barbecue food are free but 
we do ask for contributions for home made type delights to 
accompany the Barbie food.

SaD nEWS
Back in December we sadly lost Elizabeth Banfield. Our 
condolences to John and the family. We have now heard 
that Mike Pullen who many will remember from the 
Manneken-Pis Rallies and on his stall at Beaulieu, died in 
February. Again, our condolences to the family.

EaSTER BREak 2010
By the time you read this, entries will have closed and the 
group will be looking forward to meeting up at The Deers 
Hut Public House, Liphook, which was originally built for 
Queen Ann as a hunting lodge. Several interesting local 
venues will be visited, so watch out for the report in a 
future newsletter issue.

DRIVE IT Day 25th aPRIl 2010
A choice is now on offer.
Either:
Starting at the White Hart, West Hoathley, again there are 
two routes and the Red Lion at Handcross is one of the two 
lunch time venues.
If you still want to enter, get cracking and contact Brian
Carter, P.O. Box. 649, RH16 9AL or email:
dewrancescammell@yahoo.co.uk
Or:
Reeling Rolling Ring Road Run.
The West Sussex Noggin & Ardingly Vintage and Classic 
Vehicle Show plan a 50 mile tour of West Sussex, joining up 
with South Hants Vehicle Preservation Society at Singleton 
Open Air Museum for lunch.
You are welcome to join us at various points along the way 
and complete your own circle in the company of others. 
Numbers may be limited. There may be seats if your own 
car isn’t on the road. Details from Dave Bennett by email to 
morris.owner@datmanbu.co.uk or 07853 875 230; and no - 
it’s not on ring roads - it’s a circular route.

SuSSEx Run 9th may
Entry forms were posted out to most members we could 
think of but if we overlooked you, please send Ray Frampton 
an s.a.e. for a form. We are again starting at the Car Park 
at the base of Box Hill where toilets and refreshments 
are available, and finishing at the Newhaven Fort where 
refreshments are available from the cafeteria after a 
pleasant morning’s run. The Morris sales stand will also be 
in attendance. As usual Members can stay over Saturday 
night at the Dorking Travelodge 08700 850 950 and join 
with others for a convivial meal together. Members can 
also stay over Sunday night at the Premier Inn, Newhaven 
08701 977 192 which is just over the Swing Bridge next to 
Sainsbury’s. Entry forms are still available by sending s.a.e. 
to Ray Frampton, address as per Editor, above.

EDITOR: 
Audrey Frampton 01273  
306 817  P.O.BOX 1608, 

Brighton, BN2 6LS
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I had barely been back home from the North West Region’s 
AGM last Saturday where I was pleased to see for myself 

how well Ernie Keeling looked after suffering a heart attack, 
than I learned of another of our members similarly afflicted 
recently. Like Ernie, John Hopkins lives in Stoke-on-Trent 
so it may be something in the water, but Johns’ wife Kay 
told me how she and John had been spending a short 
break in London and after seeing a couple of shows and 
the usual tourist sights, John had felt unwell at their Canary 
Wharf hotel on the Monday morning, but thanks to the 
prompt action of people nearby and the speedy response 
of the ambulance service, he was rushed into Bart’s 
hospital where he went straight to theatre for emergency 
surgery. Within the hour John was back on the ward and 
after a few days stay he was released to the care of his 
local hospital consultant who has told John that he does 
need further surgery. Nevertheless, John is determined to 
take in a couple of Register events this summer and I have 
suggested that a day out at Crich in June might just be the 
tonic he needs. We all hope you get well soon, John.
Events Secretary Gary Clarke tells me that entries for Crich 
are coming in nicely with entrants from the South East and 
Scotland already booked in as well as our own Region and 
East Yorkshire and Midlands. There is though a deadline 
for entries by the end of April which will creep up fast so do 
send in your entry with the minimum of delay.
Although the Noggins in the Stockport and Stoke areas 
seem to suffer from a lack of support, that at The Anchor 
in Lostock Hall continues to go from strength to strength 

thanks to the support of members, some of whom 
occasionally bring an invited guest. Twenty five members 
were present last Monday and although I am wondering if 
Alison’s corned beef hash was the motive, I prefer to think 
that members realise just how much value they can get 
from enjoying good company and talking over matters 
Morris with fellow enthusiasts once a month. There has 
been a substantial increase in North West membership in 
the last twelve months, so can I extend an open invitation 
to all new members in that time to come and join us at the 
next Anchor Noggin on Easter Monday 5th April.  We meet 
from about 7.30 pm until about 10.30 pm, but members 
come and go whenever they please. Ring me if you need 
directions to The Anchor.
The “Maurice” knock I mentioned last month remains a 
mystery for the time being. I have just not had any free 
time recently to get down to any serious spannering and I 
have already allocated first job in the queue to removing 
the cylinder head to enable me to release the distributor 
which has become stuck fast, so preventing any ignition 
timing adjustment. I have decided for the time being to 
continue running the engine as it is, since there do not 
appear to be any adverse effects once the engine has fired, 
so I will be doing the Yorkshire Dales Weekend in ‘Maurice’ 
the Morris after all. 
Only a few days now before the clocks go forward one 
hour for British Summer time so I bet like me, you will be 
looking forward to resuming Happy Morris Motoring! 

North  West  Reg ion  News le t ter

EDITOR: Tom Taylor on 01772 316 598   e-mail: t.taylo@o2.co.uk
57 Clough Avenue, Walton-le-Dale, Preston, Lancashire, PR5 4LQ

Crich, Matlock,
Derbyshire DE4 5DP
www.tramway.co.uk

Crich Tramway Village
Celebrating 50 Years of the Morris Register

Morris Register North West Region in association
with East Midlands and Yorkshire Region
Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th June 2010

TRamS – cOBBlED STREETS – auThEnTIc 
VIllagE SETTIng – nOSTalgIa

All members are invited to join us for a nostalgic weekend 
Cars will be on display on Saturday and Sunday in this authentic village setting, where the trams run to and fro every few minutes as visitors ride 
over the cobbles of a period street, past the original facades of historic buildings from around the country before heading up the valley to views that 
will take your breath away. 
The village is an ideal venue for a family outing – and whatever your interest there is plenty to see and do in the surrounding areas of the Peak 
District and Derbyshire - Britain's first National Park- is an area of dramatic moorland and breathtaking landscapes, with some of the country's 
finest stately homes, enchanting market towns and picturesque villages.

On Sunday, for cars that are street legal, Parades of the Cars will take place and a guided tour of the Museum has been arranged for members.  Car 
Badges to commemorate 50 years of the Morris Register are being made in limited numbers and members attending Crich in a car of the period will be 
presented with one of these badges.  There will be a get together in a local pub on Saturday evening and some people may like to have their evening 
meal there.  
John Nagle, our National Membership Secretary, will be attending and setting up a stand and display and will be available to talk to members 
or anyone interested in the Club.  If you did not get the chance to see John and his wife Jo at Thoresby, here is an opportunity to check all your 
member details and see how the Club is now being promoted at events.

Entrance for drivers is free and additional passengers will be charged at the Group Rate – currently £8.  In order to book your place -  for Saturday 
/ Sunday / or the whole weekend please visit the Club website and download the Booking Form – alternatively telephone Gary Clarke on  0161 427 
7311 and the form will be posted to you.   Gary will also be able to assist if you have any queries.  After booking, information will be sent to you which 
will include a list of accommodation in the area.
Both the North West and East Midlands and Yorkshire Regions are looking forward to this event and we are delighted that a 

lot of interest has already been shown – PLEASE join us – look forward to seeing you.
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EDITOR: Doug Townsend 01753 883 547 email: bullnosemorris@tiscali.co.uk
“Field End”, 10 Latchmoor Way, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8LP

EDITORIal

As Editor of Chiltern Chatter I am doing my best to make the Chatter representative of the Region. At the last Committee 
meeting I asked if it were possible to have a correspondent in each of the Noggins to report the goings on!  I am very 

pleased to say that I got an excellent response. But I still need reports on any events you attend with photos if possible. 
So as you have seen we now have a Noggin Round-up page. 
Can I remind you of DRIVE IT DAY 25th April. There are 2 events in the Region that have been reported. John Nagle has 
sent details of an event at the Hatchgate, Bramshall, Hook RG27 0JX arrive by 12 noon. Ring John on 0118 986 6834 to 
confirm if you are going and to book lunch. The Sherbucks Noggin are going to the same place as last year, if you want 
details ring Doug Townsend 01753 883547, please plan to arrive at 12 noon.
Oxford Bus event entries are coming in well, at this moment we have 34 entries so we are well on the way to our target 
of 50 vehicles, we even have the Morris Motors Fire engine coming, which is great. Don’t forget that you will qualify for 
one of the excellent  50th Anniversary Car Badges if you attend with a qualifying car.

nOggIn ROunD-uP
HANTS:   Where can you get such diverse topics as the form 
of Manchester City FC, the delights of a French Chateau 
as a holiday destination, when one’s first “Snowball” was 
drunk and the best place to purchase a Morris 8 tourer 
from? Why the monthly Noggin held at the George and 
Dragon, Wolverton Townsend of course!
Eight of us enjoyed a lively evening debating all these 
things and much more at the new venue for the Chiltern 
Region N. Hants Noggin. The debaters consisted of 
Membership Secretary John Nagle and his lovely wife 
Josephine, Chairman Roger Clitheroe, Brian Bibby, John 
and Margaret Payne, David Snooks, Nick and Wendy 
Tilly and newcomers, Derek and Joan, who were doubly 
pleased they came because they were interested in buying 
a Morris 8 tourer and Nick and Wendy were selling theirs... 
addresses were exchanged so watch this space!!
Sadly Andrew Wilkinson and his wife Pauline were unable 
to be there due to Andrew being under the weather so the 
talk on wartime motoring promised by Andrew remains 
much anticipated for a future Noggin.
Plans were also made for some events for the forthcoming 
year. A summer evening run ending with a Barbecue and 
a Ladies’ Night in August amongst the highlights. So next 
month if you fancy a drink and some jolly discussions (I 
assure you an awful lot of Morris chat took place too!) pop 
along on the second Thursday of the month.       
         Margaret Payne

OxFORD: There were 14 people attending on February 
17th. There was interesting chat about electronic ignition 
and also about the firm of Malins who were auto electrical 
engineers in Oxford. After an absence, Rae Matheson 
attended the Noggin. She comes across from Buckingham 
and is a member of the Silverstone Racing Club for 
spectators. The Oxford Noggin will have a Skittles Night at 
Sturdy’s Castle on Saturday 27th March run by Edna and 
Rowland Bradbury.                     Graham Bushnell

SHERBUCKS: Having arrived for our usual noggin, Doug 
set up his lap top and we were able to watch a recording of 
the Kop Hill Climb which had taken place last year. During 
the evening Ray Bickerton presented the Sherbucks Cup to 
Bert and Frank (pictured below) in recognition of their help 
extended to other members during the past year. It came 
as a complete but very nice surprise, and we thank those 
who suggested it.

Bert Hopkinson   
and Frank Darby

HITCHIN: We 
look forward to 
a report on the 
Hitchin Nibbles 
Night next month. 

5/10
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OxfORD nOggIn
SunDay lunch PaRTy

We all met at the Banbury Masonic Hall on Sunday 
21st February. There were 37 of us and after getting 

our drinks from the bar we all took our places at the 
Dinner Tables to sip our drinks and start the Morris chat.
We were served a delicious dinner of Soup or Melon 
starters, Roast Beef or Pork main course, followed by 
Apple Pie or Black Forrest Gateau for  our sweet, we then 
enjoyed cheese and biscuits and coffee.  Once dinner was 

consumed we all relaxed to be entertained 
by our good friend Bob East on his Piano 
Accordion.
Whilst drinking coffee we purchased 
our raffle tickets and the music stopped 
while the prize tickets were drawn. Lucky 
winners selected their prizes from the Len 
Plumbe table of goodies. We then had the 
presentation of trophies to Roger Needle 
and Steve Gant for their enthusiasm at 
attending many events during the year.
Our thanks to the ladies of the Banbury 
Masonic Hall for a lovely dinner, to all who 
brought the prizes, to Len Plumbe for his 

hard work in organizing the event, which this year had unfortunate difficulties, to Charles Swain for the venue, and to all 
who came to enjoy a very pleasant party.                         Graham Bushnell
ShERBuckS chORlEyWOOD BaSh

It wasn’t the gold rush but the great grub rush that the 
49 (ers) attended. Right from the start there was bon 

homie and good news. Trevor Johnson had got his Oxford 
back that morning after a 9 month repair gestation. He 
was smiling all evening! He showed us 2 of the plastic(!) 
core plugs found on the car and a section of the engine 
which had rusted through and had been extremely skilfully 
bodged. Now put right. He may be a competitor for Doug 
in the flying stakes this year.
Doug started us off as usual with grace. Never the same 
one. This one originated in the RAF and started “As we 
gather here to dine...” and finished with “No longer for 
satisfaction will they wait. Let’s all sit down and masticate. 
Amen”.
The party really got going after that. Continuous chat and 
laughter from then on. Ray Bickerton provided 20 questions 
for us to solve during dinner. Got people talking – if they 
weren’t already! Sample questions which our table had 
difficulty with were, the Gog Magog Hills lie outside which 
city? – The first British newspaper to carry a crossword? – 
England’s highest mountain? – The first presenters of Top 
Gear? – Spurn head is at the head of which river? Needless 
to say we didn’t win but had a real good time doing the 
quiz. We also had presentations – Oh yes!!
Plonker of the Year Cup went to John Powell for his 
ingenious method of extracting a nut from inside his Bullies 
gearbox. He’d caused the problem himself, hence the 
award. John was his usual reticent self accepting the cup. 

Piston Broke Cup to Bob Russell for the amount of stops 
(involuntary) made on the Jersey trip in his Flatnose. In 
his acceptance speech he praised the need to include blue 
tack in the toolbox and efficacy of same.
The Sherbucks trophy had already been presented to 
Frank Darby and Bert Hopkinson as they couldn’t be 
with us. (No film of their acceptance speech?). See the 
noggin report for the actual event. Bert practically rebuilt 
my 12/4s steering column and with the shim replacement 
mechanism he devised, it is perfection. Not on the car yet 
‘cos I’m NOT perfection.
Someone got it in the neck for not folding raffle tickets 
correctly. Someone else was heard to mumble that while 
he was getting it some other poor sxx was being left alone! 
Hey Ho.
The raffle was great. Ray’s cabaret act goes from strength 
to strength. We all liked the one about a guy stopped on 
a certain country’s border because he had 5 people in 
an Audi Quattro. On remonstrating with the official and 
demanding to see his commanding officer was told he 
would have to wait until the commander had finished 
dealing with a case of 2 people in a Fiat Uno. I’d finished 
my glass of wine by then, so was in no fit state to remember 
the rest of his act.
Thank you Ray for organising such a great event, with such 
good food and with such wonderful company (I include 
our Austin guests in that of course).          Paige Turner

Ray and Bob Ray and John 

Roger Needle

Steve Gant Raffle ticket ladies
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lETTER TO ThE EDITOR (via email)
Brief history of my Morris is that in 1963 I worked school holidays in a car scrap yard near Ipswich and swapped my 1932 
“Orstin” 7 in for it. An apprentice friend re-metalled a big end and I used it as my main car for a time. I took it off the road 
when a 1935 Daimler Light 15 / Mulliner came in.........  I eventually sold DX in 1968 to the Morris dealer in Ipswich, Lock 
and Stagg, as I needed £50 to buy a 1936 Armstrong Siddeley Long 20 (1 owner, 48000 on the clock) L & S were going 
to put DX in their showroom, but never got round to it and sold the car on to a USAF serviceman, and I always thought 
the car had gone to the U.S.A with him. 3 years ago someone in the U.S advertised in the Vintage Minor Register for a 
Minor, and I responded giving details as I knew them, fortunately copying Ian Grace in. Ian came back saying ’I know 
where DX is – on the Isle of Mull’ Having got over the shock I contacted the owner, who had bought DX in 1970 as spares 
for his MG collection (horrors) and eventually moved lock, stock and barrel from Suffolk to the Isle of Mull. I eventually 
persuaded him to sell DX back to me and had it piggybacked back to civilisation. The salty atmosphere on Isle of Mull 
hadn’t been kind to the car, but it’s now looking presentable again................ The I.o M owner had never had the car 
running as his first job was to replace the cam with an MG one – but it was a cam for a X flow head............ Fortunately 
he had kept the old cam and sent it with the car......           Eric Mouser
Thank you for telling us about DX, it is amazing how many folk’s cars return to them after many years. Ed

CHILTERNS EVENTS 2010
7th Apr: WRINKLIES LUNCH: first of the season 
25th Apr: DRIVE IT DAY: for venue call Doug Townsend 01753 883 547 or John Nagle 0118 986 6834
5th May: WRINKLIES
8th May: Hyde Heath Show, near Amersham, Bucks.
9th May: SUSSEX RUN: Contact Ray Frampton PO Box 1608 Rottingdean, Brighton BN2 6LS
 Starts at Box Hill near Dorking
9th May: OXFORD LEN PLUMBE RUN: contact Len Plumbe 01869 338 512 or Graham Bushnell 01865 451 673
13th Jun: OXFORD BUS MUSEUM RALLY: see above for details
3/4 July: Prestwood Show
27th Jul: DENHAM NOGGIN visits Austin Transport Night Royal 

Other events will be listed as information becomes available

 DON’T FORGET YOUR ENTRY FORM FORM
OxFORD BUS MUSEUM EVENT ON 13th JUNE

04/10
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E a s t  M i d l a n d s  a n d  Yo r k s h i r e  R e g i o n

L o c a l         P a g e

EDITOR: Ken Holden 01274 882 574 email: kenneth@kennethholden.wanadoo.co.uk
Hill Top Farm, New Park Road, Queensbury, Bradford BD13 1PN

annual DInnER
This is your last chance to book for our Annual Dinner on April 17th. Ring Trevor on 01924 456 207 to book. Cheapest 
dinner yet.
InVITES TO EVEnTS
We have been invited again by The Triumph Six Club to attend their run on the 25th April (Drive it Day), which finishes 
at Elvington Airfield Near York. It has a variety of starting points to suit people from all areas. Anyone interested give me 
a ring and I will supply details. A pass must be obtained before the day to gain cheap entry to the Air Museum and Air 
Field.  
From Doncaster Classic Car and Bike Show, in South Yorkshire, taking place on Sunday 25th July this year: we 
confidentially predict over 400 exhibits this year plus a wealth of interesting other vehicles and entertainment for all the 
family.  Please note our very attractive entry costs (unchanged from last year), which makes it a very economic event to 
attend. Also note that if you come as a Club, or Regional Club within a main Club, entry fees are further reduced and we 
can accommodate specialist displays of your cars to suit.
Please support our event as all the profits go to local charities and pre-booking makes things so much easier for us. 
If you cannot attend as a major car club, then please pass on this information to the local region or area of your club 
within our location (South Yorkshire/ West Yorkshire/ Humbeside/Lincolnshire/Derbyshire/Nottinghamshire).
If you have any queries or want to know more, just contact either on email or tel: 01302 771 818 or, for information on 
previous year's shows, visit our website at www.doncasterclassiccarshow.org.uk.
The Cholmondeley Pageant of Power, Saturday 17th/Sunday 18th July: tel 01829 772 432, fax: 08452 992 929
pippa.lomax@cpop.co.uk, website: www.pageantofpower.com.
I have been sent notice of a lot of events coming in the near future, Events like Sledmere House Rally 27th June, Vintage 
weekend in Hebden Bridge 31st July/1st August, Kirkstall Abbey 14th August, Otley Vintage Transport Extravaganza 12th 
Sept. There are a lot more which are all listed in the Morgan’s yearbook plus all the other events listed above and, most 
important of all ,The Nation Rally at Thoresby 7th & 8th August. Whatever you do don’t forget. Malcolm and I will remind 
you!
KEN HIBBARD: I have been asked by Ken’s wife to inform you of Ken’s sudden death. Ken was very proud of his 1935 
10/4 saloon and was a regular prize winner at Thoresby. I met Ken, a retired miner, some 20 years ago when I owned a 
similar car. Ken was always very helpful and we often met at the various local rallies and steam festivals.

Richard Stevenson (Former Morris Register member)

I was very pleased to see my old Morris 10 series 2 on the back page of March’s Morris Monthly. This is the second time 
within months it has appeared in print. This vehicle has appeared on the BBC’s “Seaforth” which was made into an eight-
week series. On this programme I was given the shortest haircut I have ever had in my life, I was an extra as was the late 
Geoff Wilcox whom many of the older members will remember.
 I am also pleased Mike Naylor has been picked out for a few pictures in recent months. I would like to thank Mike for 
sending in a piece for inclusion in The Monthly. All contributions are gratefully received.
Don’t forget to get your entries in for the Crich Tramway weekend. Saturday & Sunday 12th & 13th June. 
If you can’t come for both days, make the effort to come for one. (Don’t forget this is one of the events 
which you can receive a complimentary celebration car badge.)
MEETINGS (SEE MARCH MORRIS MONTHLY FOR FULL NOGGIN DETAILS)
For the last few months the attendance at the Sutton meeting has not been the best. It has consisted of only an odd 
member from the area and the rest have been from the West Riding noggin. Hopefully some of you will make the effort 
to make it more of a meeting with the better weather hopefully coming.

MYSTERY AUTHOR IDENTIFIED
I would just like to say thank you for printing my story in last month’s issue 
about Peter Hicks and his travels to Aberdeen to buy a Morris Oxford 
Bullnose like his grandfather’s. Here is the Car he bought. My own Bullnose 
featured on the cover of Last October’s Morris Monthly.

Mike Naylor
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Austin-Morris Day at Brooklands
Sunday March 7th

Glorious early spring weather and the backdrop of the Brooklands Circuit Club House. What more 
could have been wanted for Austin-Morris day at Brooklands Museum? A good showing of pre-war 
Morris cars – and there was. Whilst Morris Minors (the poached egg sort as Lord Nuffield called them) 
dominated the display in the wider grounds of the museum, along with a wide range of other post-
war Austins and Morrises, including Farina Oxfords and Cambridges, jelly-mould Somersets and A30s 
and a good showing from the local 1100 club, the Paddock was filled with “our” cars of pre-war 
vintage along with Austins of the same period.
Whilst Register cars didn’t quite outnumber the Austins, there was a very good showing with a total 
14 cars on the day including Alun Spillman’s, Geoff Mullen’s, and Quentin Stacey’s Series 2 tourers, 
Jack Peppiart’s Series 1 Eight four door sliding head, my own two door Series 1 sliding head, Mike 
Kent’s Cowley four, - Richard Buckles’ and Roger Bird’s and two other 10/4 tourers, and Ian Harris 
with his Cunard bodied 10/6 Sports Special. Also on show was a Bullnose Doctor’s coupe and a rather 
nice flat nosed Cowley traveller’s car with the opening rear; another flatnose Cowley tourer an E 
saloon and an Isis saloon. There was also a close cousin, a Wolseley 8. Parked next to the Wolseley 
was an example of the MG Saloon based on the E chassis – interesting to compare these early 
examples of badge engineering. Apologies if your car isn’t listed here, I didn’t know I was going to 
be asked to write this until after the event, so I didn’t make any notes but a quick email with Alun 
filled in some of the gaps in my memory.
One of the highlights of Austin-Morris day is the opportunity for drivers to see how their cars perform 
on the Brooklands Test Hill. Only three Morris owners were brave enough to take their cars up, Geoff 
Mullen, Roger Bird and Ian Harris. As the photographs show, they all made it up without any problems 
at all.
The atmosphere of events like these is much nicer than the typical “sitting in a row in a field” type of 
show that take place every summer weekend somewhere in the country. There is plenty for everyone 
to do, lots to look at, as well as cars (for those who really want to). We almost managed to have 
more of Nuffield’s than Herbert Austin’s products on show so if you are within driving distance of 
Brooklands, make sure you come along next year!          Neil Castle
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I was sorry to miss the Noggin 
and Natter last month, but I 

gather that there was a good 
discussion on the proposed 
Anniversary Tour of Wales.  
More details are given below.  
This will be an ideal opportunity 

for members in all parts of Wales to get involved in a club 
event, at the same time as celebrating this significant 
landmark in the Club’s history.  Other events are now listed 
elsewhere in Morris Monthly, and we look forward to seeing 

old friends and newer members during the year.
I managed to finish the work on my Morris Cowley Four in time 
for it to officiate at the February wedding of a family friend in 
Swindon.  The car performed faultlessly, and the weather was 
fine and sunny but extremely cold.  We stayed overnight to 
allow plenty of time to get the car ready and arrive early for the 
bride, and I have never before tried to wash and polish a car 
while it still has frost on it!  Our thoughts did turn to how we 
managed to cope in the old days without heaters; perhaps we 
now take our cosy warm modern cars too much for granted.  
Mrs B had a hot water bottle and plenty of blankets to keep her 
warm on the journey!

EDITOR: Tom Bourne M.B.E., 02920 703 482 morris@tombourne.fsnet.co.uk
1 Clinton Road, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan. CF64 3JB

WELSH REGION NEWSLETTER
 

CYLCHLYTHYR RHANBARTH CYMRU

COFESTR

MORRIS

EDITORIal

Quite a few members have already responded with interest, and we have put some more 
flesh on the proposals. See also last month’s Newsletter.
The timetable would be:
Wed 15 Sept: Cardiff Bay to Haverfordwest.  99 miles. Afternoon visits including 

Pembrokeshire Motor Museum.  Evening reception
Thu 16 Sept: Haverfordwest to Porthmadog.  121 miles
Fri 17 Sept: local visits, e.g. Portmeirion, Welsh Highland Railway, Ffestiniog Railway.  

Evening reception.
Sat 18 Sept: Porthmadog to Llangollen via the Great Orme, Llandudno.  103 miles.  

Celebratory event at Great Orme’s Head. Visit Roman copper mines? 
Motorcade around Marine Drive.  Evening reception.

Sun 19 Sept: Local visits, e.g. Llangollen Motor Museum, Vale of Llangollen Railway, 
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct

Mon 20 Sept: Llangollen to Cardiff Bay.  145 miles.
Simon Moffett has agreed to act as the contact for the Pembrokeshire itinerary, and we 
need help from other local members to identify suitable hotels, routes and local visits.   
Please get in touch with me (Tom – address above) as soon as possible to let me know 
whether you would like to:
• Join in for the whole trip
• Join in for part of the trip
• Attend the day visits
• Attend an evening meeting/reception
• Act as local contact for planning, suggesting hotels etc.

50th annIVERSaRy TOuR Of WalES uPDaTE

Sometimes we have to say “STOP”, 
and take time-out from ‘normal’ 

household things, and do abnormal 
things such as driving old Morrises 
around.  Two weeks ago I actually drove 
‘The Morris’ (eight) to Swansea to meet 
our daughter and small grandson in the 
town.  It was the first trip out for The 
Morris this year.  Would it start? – No.  
Has the petrol gone off? –Didn’t know.  
Was there spark at the plug leads?  - No.  
A quick bit of work with a points file in 
the distributor and – YES, the HT spark 
returned at the plug leads.  Would it 
start now? – No, the battery was going 
down.  Next – searched for the starter 
pack – found it, semi flat – no good.  Put 
The Morris battery on a 5 Amp charger 
and went for a cup of tea to contemplate 

matters.  Took Honey for a walk.  When 
I returned to The Morris an hour later 
I disconnected the charger, turned 
the key, pulled the starter knob and  
“Brwmm”  (gradually).  Off to Swansea!  
It didn’t miss a beat.
See – there’s nothing like being well 
prepared for every eventuality with 
your old Morris ready to go at all times.  
(Tongue in cheek.)
The Anniversary celebrations are a 
golden opportunity for us to use our 
Morrises on the road in a meaningful 
way.  The other regions are working on 
various programmes to promote the 
club and also provide members with a 
wide variety of activities to enjoy.  In the 
Wales Region we are hoping that the 
‘Around Wales Tour’ will really take-off.

This will enable members from all areas 
to drive their cars and meet each other.  
We can admire cars, swap Morrising 
tales, seek advice and find where that 
strange nut and bolt fits, etc.  The hope 
is that it can double as a short holiday 
where everyone can enjoy the tour, 
dropping in and out, as and when they 
please.  Even if you join for one stretch 
of the route, or come and meet the 
tourists for a natter or a meal it would 
make all of the organising worthwhile.  
Personally, Rhiannon and I would love 
to see you, especially if you live too far 
from our usual Noggin venue to visit on 
third Thursdays. What an opportunity to 
STOP and take time-out.

John Howells

chaIRman’S chaT
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OThER EVEnTS Of InTEREST:
Monday 3 May: Singleton Park, Swansea
Sunday 9 May: Pencoed Classic Show
Saturday 19 June: Under Milk Wood Classic Run, Mumbles to Laugharne
Sunday 20 June: Swansea, National Transport Festival for Wales (http://www.ntfwswansea.co.uk)

chaIRman’S REPORT – JanuaRy  2010 (continued from last month)
Alan and Christine Broughton arranged a West-Wales Rally which we really enjoyed.  We stayed in farm cottages and 
met members from East Anglia.  Our thanks to them for all of their hard work in getting this off the ground, and also for 
the wonderful hospitality at their home in the evenings.  
An outing which was also very enjoyable was the visit to Duffryn Gardens. There was quite a change since our last visit, 
and they had a nice visitor centre where much needed ice creams and cream teas could be obtained.  The gardens 
were spectacular and one could wander around for hours looking at the various ‘sections’.  As the summer warmed up, 
Secretary Tom organised a treasure hunt with some very difficult (for us) clues. Thank you Tom, for the effort that you 
put in to making it a lovely evening.  Louise and Bernard came first in the results table and have offered to run the 2010 
treasure hunt. 
In 2009 Rhiannon and I organised another “Friends of Llangollen Motor Museum” rally.  We ran it from Llandrindod Wells 
in Mid-Wales.  Reports received afterwards were very favourable, showing that it was very much enjoyed by all.  There 
were several notable visits, not least being received by Douglas and Sophie Blaine, (The Publisher of The Automobile) 
at their Elizabethan Mansion at Monaughty, the visit to the Spaceguard Centre at Knighton and an evening meal/cruise 
on the Brecon and Monmouthshire Canal.  There were some Register members on the rally; the most well known being 
National Membership Secretary John Nagle and his good lady, Jo.
In September, Tredegar Park went very well and we had gazebo as well as the flags.  The gazebo housed the food.  
Thanks to all who contributed to this. For those who haven’t been to the Tredegar Park rally, it is a very large venue with 
cars too numerous to count and very many autojumble stalls. 
December brought the Wales region annual dinner, again organised by John Belgion and his good lady.  A superb meal 
– our thanks must go to them for ‘doing us proud’ again. This brings us to January again, and the AGM.   Please can we 
have your suggestions for activities for 2010 asap.  Bring them to the next noggin or send them to Tom or me.  It doesn’t 
matter if you think your idea is too small or large, or too silly, or involves too much travel; let’s have them.
Well, on that forward looking note, I would like to thank you for all of the effort put in last year, especially Tom Bourne 
our Secretary, who writes our newsletter every month, and Louise, our Treasurer, who looks after our accounts.  Now I 
wish you all the best from Rhiannon and myself, Joyous and Plentiful Morris Motoring for All during 2010.

John Howells
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WESTWORDS
SPRING MOTORING

EDITOR: Jim Riglar 01225 754 981 email: jimriglar@blueyonder.co.uk
70 Alderton Way, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 0UH

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE MORRIS REGISTER WEST REGION

With the daylight hours increasing rapidly day by day 
and the weather at last warming up, I’ve finally 

started getting my cars up together for what promises to 
be an interesting and busy season. So far, events organized 
by the West Region and its members appear to cover great 
expanses of Wiltshire and Somerset and parts of Dorset. If 
anyone in Cornwall, Devon, Hampshire or Gloucestershire 
fancies having a go at organising an event, the Regional 
officers can always be contacted for support, guidance 
and/or advice. 
I’ve been editing Westwords since May 2007, and in that 
initial edition I made an appeal for the submission of “a 
mass of articles, features, reports, photographs, adverts, 
noggin and event details”. Over the subsequent three years 
I’ve reiterated that appeal on a number of occasions, not 
least because I’m sure all of you would much rather read 
about the varied activity across the region, than the same 
old ramblings from me, month after month! However, my 
recent appeals seem to have fallen on deaf ears and, apart 
from the few snippets I pick-up from my local noggin, I’m 
suffering from a dearth information to report. Given the 
success of Morris Monthly, a magazine I have welcomed 
wholeheartedly, I wonder if it is perhaps time to review the 
need for and/or function of Westwords. 
I’m hoping to contact as many West Region members as 
possible over the next few weeks (over half of the region’s 
members are readily contactable by e-mail) in an attempt 

to determine what members want or expect from the 
regional committee, whether there is the demand/support 
for a West Region Rally and or Road Runs across the 
region. If there is an appetite for more noggins and, as I’ve 
already harped on about, what do you want/expect from 
Westwords and what are you prepared to contribute to it?!
Whilst it will be too late to report in the next edition of 
Westwords, if you are planning a Drive-it-Day event 
(Sunday 25 April), you can always advertise it on the 
Morris Register website. Just give me a phone call 01225 
754981 or e-mail thewebmaster@morrisregister.co.uk and 
I’ll make the necessary arrangements.
The West Region AGM has been fixed for the fourth 
Saturday in May (22nd). If you cannot attend, but have 
an issue you wish to be raised, please contact me or one 
of the committee members and we will ensure that it gets 
addressed at the meeting. 
If you are planning to attend one of the larger Morris 
Register events e.g. South Coast Run, Oxford Bus Museum, 
Crich Tramway Museum, Ardingly or Thoresby, but would 
rather travel longer distances in the company of other 
members and their cars, contact me and I will try and put 
fellow travellers in contact with each other. A number of 
members in Hampshire, Somerset and Wiltshire have used 
this to mutual benefit in recent years attending both the 
South Coast Run and Thoresby.                                                                                                         

Jim Riglar

EDITORIal

No sooner had the 
line-up of members’ 

cars been announced in 
last month’s Westwords, 
than it changed! Derek 
and Sandra Brockway’s 
1946 Morris 8 Series 
E 2 door saloon will 
be replaced by John 
Goodland’s 1939 Morris 
8 Series E 2 door saloon 
(the colour apart, I’m 
sure no one will spot 
the difference!). John 
Goodland’s 1939 model 
(TFF296) pictured right 
with Colin Baker’s 1946 
model.

31st BRISTOL CLASSIC CAR SHOW – 1st-2nd MAY 2010
ROYAL BATH AND WEST SHOWGROUND, SHEPTON MALLET, 

SOMERSET, BA4 6QN
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WEST REgIOn agm – 22nd may 2010
The AGM will be held at The Traveller’s Rest, Stone, Nr East Pennard. This venue is on the A37, 7 miles north of the 
A303/A37 junction and 6 miles south of Shepton Mallet and is easily accessible from the M5 (21 miles eastwards from M5 
jct 23). Last year’s AGM at the same venue attracted a good turn-out and the election of a full committee. The meeting 
will start at 2pm, but if you fancy lunch (the pub has a reasonable menu and the food is good) why not arrive early 12 30 
ish onwards. With such a geographically large region it is difficult to find a location that is truly central and impossible to 
find one that suits all. (Gloucester 65 miles, Truro 143 miles, Portsmouth 90 miles, Paignton 80 miles, Andover 60 miles, 
Jersey 165 miles, Ventnor 100 miles)

Somerset – A busy noggin saw plenty of activity; although 
all opted to attend in their moderns and leave the Morris’ 
tucked-up for the night! Tony Jordan confirmed that his 
Minor was back on the road with a replacement wheel 
hub purchased on e-bay. Readers may recall that two of 
the three studs on the rear offside wheel sheared off on 
the way down the A30 to the start of the last Autumn 
Amble (see the “spot the stud competition” in OCT 09 
Westwords). Having got his Minor back on the road Tony 
was seeking a source for a new 6v battery (Lincon Batteries 
were recommended). John Goodland, who had had carb 
related running problems reported that, with the correct 
carb gasket fitted and a carb tune-up on his 8E up by Roy 
Bowden, the car was now running well; in trying out the 
improved running earlier in the day, he had got the car 
up to 60mph and still had power to spare; despite being 
egged on by passengers Colin Baker and Roy Bowden, 
John thought better of going even faster, wondering 

how he would keep the car on the road!  Tony Hale was 
finalising meal bookings for those attending his run in May; 
in between meal arrangements, he had a 1½”–1’ scale 
drawing of a Pre-Series 8 on display (any one interested 
in buying it - contact Tony on 01373 858 728). Jim Riglar 
lent the hood cover from his 8E tourer to Tony Cressey, so 
that it could be used as a template for Tony’s car, which 
was missing the cover (when folded the hood was catching 
the wind and in danger of being damaged). George Bryne 
was seeking details of Triplex Glass markings, so that he 
could date the glass in his 8 special, which is nearing 
completion. Roger Perry was seeking a petrol gauge for 
his M10 S3. Chris Murray had confirmed the Drive-it-Day 
start arrangements with Haynes Motor Museum, Sparkford 
(opening the café at early at 0930), stop at Weymouth (Car 
Park in front of the Pavillion at the end of the seafront) and 
return to Sparkford (Sparkford Inn for tea).                   
          Jim Riglar/Colin Baker

nEWS fROm ThE gROuPS  

This section summarises all existing advertisers, but we would be happy to place 
a simple entry for you just in this list. Please contact: Lionel Smith, Commercial 
Advertising Manager, 01902 780 607/07730 309 288 or lionel.p@homecall.co.uk

SPARES SERVICE The only Official Morris Register spares service 07950 972 401

LANCASTER INSURANCE Historic Morris Insurance 01480 484 484,
www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk/morrisr

JEL BEARINGS White Metal Bearings 01904 780 000, www.jelbearings.co.uk

THE COOKE GROUP Morris Parts and Restoration Service 0116 288 1234

TONY ETHERIDGE TYRES Tyres for Vintage and Collectors’ Vehicles 01923 231 699

VINTAGE CARRIAGES Specialising in Morris Eight 2-seaters and tourers 01457 830 299
www.vintagecarriages.net

IAN HARRIS Morris Spares 1930 to 1948. 01462 456 330, ian@harris84.fsnet.c.o.uk

S erv i ce s  &
upp l i e r s

EVENTS 2010
2/3/4 Apr: Virginia Ash, Henstridge 10:00-15:30 (Just turn up!).  Contact - T Williams 07845 137 796
25 Apr: DRIVE IT DAY DORSET COAST RUN: Contact Chris Murray on 01373 462 373 or email chriskmurray@

live.co.uk
1/2 May: 31st Bristol Classic Car Show - The Royal Bath & West Showground, Shepton Mallet, Somerset
15/16 May: Beaulieu Spring Autojumble – National Motor Museum
22 May: WEST REGION AGM -  Travellers Rest, Stone, Nr East Pennard on A37 Shepton Mallet to A303  (13:00 

for 14:00)
6 June: Bude Motor Classic 2010 - Bude Rugby Ground. Contact - Alan Hawkins  tel - 01288 354616 e-mail - 

classic@udemotorclub.co.uk
11 July: Castle Cary Cavalcade – Donald Pither Memorial Playing Field
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No.389
EDITOR: Kevin Bailey 01621 856 687 email: kanda.bailey@tesco.net

16 Willow Walk, Heybridge, Maldon, Essex CM9 4TT
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WANTED STILL
A volunteer to take 

on the rôle of regional 
yellow pages editor.

THIS WILL BE THE LAST 
YELLOW PAGES IN THE 
MORRIS MONTHLY FOR 
THE NEAR FUTURE. 
We desperately need a 
volunteer to edit the Yellow 
Pages as I will no longer be 
a club member. For further 
information about the role 
please contact either myself 
or any other member of the 
committee.

fuTuRE EVEnTS
An invitation from the Pre War Morris Minor Network, which runs a web-
site for fellow enthusiasts of the pre-war Minor www.prewarminor.com.  They 
have organised a first annual rally which is being held on the Norfolk/Suffolk 
border on 11/12/13 June this year. The intention in emailing was to open the 
invitation to fellow Minor enthusiasts within the East Anglian Region of the 
Morris Register. Although I am personally not an MR member, many PWMN 
members hold dual membership and one such member has passed your de-
tails on.
Currently they have 17 entries of which four are from the local Cambridge 
Austin Seven Club with a 1934 Aston Martin Le Mans making up the other non 
Minor entry. Full details of the weekend’s events can be found via this link to 
the rally page on their webpage.
Also, HCVS London to Brighton Run 2010 Sunday 2nd  May 2010
Crystal Palace to Maderia Drive Brighton further details can be found on http://
www.hcvs.co.uk/ follow events link.

EAST ANGLIA REGION AGM
SATURDAY 15 MAY 2010

THE SHIP INN, 152 MALDON ROAD, TIPTREE CO5 0PQ

The Ship Inn is a popular eatery, and we’re fortunate to have 
secured the venue again for this year’s AGM.  We plan to spend 
a very pleasant evening chatting with friends over good food 
followed by an opportunity to share views on issues around 
the business of the club.  We’d be delighted if you could join us 
from 7.00 for 7.30 pm for dinner, or you are welcome to come 
along later for the meeting itself.  The cost of the meal is £13.95 
per person.  The region is happy to contribute to the cost of 
post-dinner tea/coffee. 

Menu:
Starters   
(a)   Prawn Cocktail  
(b)   Brie Wedges  
(c)   Potato Skins cheese & 
bacon (bacon, cheese, BBQ 
sauce)
(d)   Pâté   
(e)  Garlic Mushrooms  
(f)   Duck Spring Rolls  
(g)  Soup of the day
Mains     
(h) Lamb shank
(i) Hunters Chicken (bacon, 
chees, BBQ sauce)
(j) Seabass fillet
(k) Steak and Guiness pie
(l) Chicken Forester (mush-
room and onion cream sauce)
(m) Gammon Steak
(n)  Scampi

Vegetarian
(o) Roasted Vegetable & 
Wensleydale Bake
(p)  Sweet Potato & Parsnip 
Bake 
Desserts
Desserts Board or Cheese 
and Biscuits on the night
Please contact Norma 
Cook (Tele: 01245 284202; 
email: normaj.cook@goog-
lemail.com) to book your 
place and select your menu 
choices by end April.
Minutes of last year’s meet-
ing will be available on the 
night.  If you would like a 
copy beforehand please 
email Norma or send a 
stamped self-addressed 
envelope to 8 Hill Crescent, 
Chelmsford CM2 6HT.

The two easiest ways 
to get there are:
From the old venue 
the Anchor in Feering 
take the B1023 
to Tiptree (it runs 
directly down the side 
of the Anchor). When 
you reach Tiptree 
you will arrive at two 
mini roundabouts, 
turn right at the first 
and straight over at 
the second onto the 
B1022 towards Gt 
Totham and Maldon. 
Follow this road for 
about a mile (30 mph 
limit) and the Ship 
Inn is on the right 
there is a large car 
park on the Tiptree 
side. If you reach 
Tiptree Heath you 
have travelled too far. 
The other way there 
is from Maldon. 
Take the B1022 from 
Maldon to Tiptree 
around 5 miles you 
will reach Tiptree 
Heath just after this 
the Ship is on your 
Left.
Hope to see many of 
you there.
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Joint Editors: Rob Symonds 0121 682 0640 email: r-w-s@blueyonder.co.uk
 Mike Porter 01384 376 961 email: mike.j.porter@btinternet.com

THE MIDLANDER
MORRIS REGISTER MIDLAND REGION

Fourteen members were present at our March meeting 
and we welcomed two members who came along for 

the first time, but had been members of the Morris Register 
for some time.
 Alma and John Humphries brought along a car related 
quiz which caused us to put on our thinking caps and 
made for some hilarity.  This quiz was won by Michael 
Halls and Paul Jolliffe.
 On Sunday 7th March fifteen of our members met for a 
Sunday 3-course lunch at Leysters Village Hall, arranged 
and prepared by Clare Halls, assisted by Michael.  Following 
on from this a car related table top navigation and quiz 
exercise followed, compiled by Paul Jolliffe, assisted by his 
family.   Everyone agreed that this was a very enjoyable 
way to spend Sunday lunchtime with such an excellent 
meal and “brain teaser exercise”.  Mike and Clare and Paul 
and family were again thanked for all their efforts.
 For Drive It Day on Sunday 25th April members Ted and 
Janet Cannon invited us to use their home for the Drive it 
Day venue, when a buffet lunch will be provided by them. 
This will entail a good mileage for many of our members 
as the venue is in Welshpool. Hopefuly, the weather will be 
good and will give our Morris cars a good run out there.

June Sargeant

hEREfORDS anD WORcS nOggIn

Sorry for the absence of last months report I submitted 
it too late from Los Angeles where I was on holiday 

thinking about other things. So in February, I went to the 
Warwickshire Noggin with Lionel Smith and had a good 
evening renewing a few acquaintances and meeting new 
faces, an exercise we repeated this month, so I have been to 
two away fixtures and missed the home one! I am told the 
February Noggin was quite good at Kingswinford though. 
We were promised a reciprocal visit from the Warwickshire 
Noggin to Kingswinford in March so it would appear to be 
worthwhile getting about and seeing other members of the 
Register.

Mike Porter

WEST mIDlanD nOggIn

MIDLANDS REGION INVITATION
As part of the 50th Anniversary, the Midlands Region 
is holding an event on Saturday the 19th June at our 
member Ron Jones Farm, Madbrook, Shropshire, 
included in the day is a visit to The Ironbridge Gorge 
Museum. Full details in your May edition of the Monthly.

DRIVE IT DAY IN THE WEST MIDLANDS 
25th APRIL
For all Midlands members we would be pleased to see you 
at Hatton World. with 20 retail outlets restaurants and café 
alongside the canal set in the heart of the Warwickshire 
countryside, please join us on the road run (details below) 
or at Hatton at around 12 noon.
Hatton World, Dark Lane, Hatton, Warks, CV35 8XA (off the 
A4177 to the West of Warwick) www.hattonworld.com
Members wishing to meet up with the Kingswinford Noggin 
on Drive It Day for the run to Hatton World, please note 
we will be gathering for an 11 am start at The Harvester, 
Bromsgrove, adjacent to Junction 1 of the M42, on the A38. 
We will not be using the motorways or dual carriageways 
but journeying along” B” roads through the countryside in 
1930s fashion! Please come to support the FBHVC Drive It 
Day and us.

WEST MIDLAND NOGGIN
 Every third Tuesday, 7.30 pm. at The Bridge,

Moss Grove, Kingswinford DY6 9HH
Next meeting: Tuesday 20th April
Contact Mike Porter on 01384 376 961

WARWICKSHIRE NOGGIN
 New members urgently required! 

Every second Tuesday, 7.30 pm. at The Golden Cross,
Bearley Cross, Wootton Wawen B95 6DR

Next meeting: Tuesday 13th April
West Midland noggin members will be visiting!

Contact John Ford on 01789 488 328

HEREFORDS & WORCS NOGGIN
 Every first Tuesday, 7.30 pm. at The Duke of York,

Leysters, Kingswinford Hr6 0HW
Next meetings: Tues 6th April/Tues 4th May

Contact Michael Halls 01568 750 257

LEICESTERSHIRE NOGGIN
 Every first Tuesday, 7.30 pm. Foxton Locks Inn, Bottom 

Lock, Foxton, LE16 7RA
Next meetings: Tues 6th April/Tues 4th May

Contact Ken Johnson 0116 271 5933
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For a long time I had sought information on Barrington Budd and his two remarkable cars which were built in Sheffield. 
Asking at various motor club meetings and spending days in Sheffield Archives, I did not find much apart from 

registration numbers and dates, so I soldiered on trying to find out more from other areas.
Well! I have found out quite a bit of history, strangely enough from the Wartburg Owners Club (read the story and 
the connection will be clear), and have actually discovered the whereabouts of the remains of the two cars and the 
experimental engine that was originally fitted in an Austin 7 chassis and did in excess of one hundred thousand miles.
John Barrington Budd was a clever engineer, at times perhaps verging on eccentric, who was a Scott Motorcycle 
enthusiast. After serving as a dispatch rider in the first war he started Barrington Motors at Meadowhall Sheffield with 
help from his rather wealthy family of cutlers. His idea 
of a three cylinder two stroke car engine (the Wartburg 
connection) was coming to fruition. In 1929 the prototype 
engine was assembled and put in an Austin 7 chassis and 
tested up and down the seven hills of Sheffield without 
any problems.
The Barrington two stroke had a bore of 68 mm and a 
stroke of 70 mm giving a capacity of 782 cc. The object 
had been to retain the simplicity of the three-port valve 
less type of engine and avoid all air leaks. Crankcase 
compression and gas distribution by means of ports were 
controlled by deflector head pistons embodied into the 
one piece upper part of the engine casting, the lower 
crankcase, etc., being an aluminium casting.
The crankshaft was a three throw set at 120 degrees,  the 
two inner bearings being plain split bushes. While the 
end two bearings were roller journal type carried in the 
detachable crankcase end plates. Fibre rings were used 
as jointing between the end plates and crankcase and 
the longitudinal joints of the crankcase were sealed by 
rubber strips laid in a recess and compressed by a metal 
bar pressed on it by small clamps. Using 
this method successful sealing of the 
joints and the elimination of air leaks 
was achieved while the one-piece 
cylinder casting eliminated base and 
head joints. The only thing really 
needing periodical decarbonising 
being the exhaust ports.
The engine as a conventional two 
stroke gave the usual performance and 
the usual two stroke defects of irregularity 
and four stroking at low speeds. A very 
ingenious control automatically operating a 
decompressor converted it into a docile engine at small 
throttle openings. In each cylinder, just above the exhaust 
port is a small spring-loaded valve, which 
closes an auxiliary exhaust port, discharging 
into the exhaust manifold. A control bar opens 
these valves by means of a link interconnected 
with both throttle and ignition controls. When 
the throttle is closed these valves are opened to 
their full extent. The effect is that of shortening 
the power stroke by increasing the exhaust port 
area.
1932 saw the birth of the first Barrington car, 
a two-seat tourer registered WJ 4270. On the 
right is a picture of Amy Johnson standing by 
it outside Budd’s lock up (which still exists), I 
have been trying to find out the connection 
between Amy Johnson and Barrington Budd 
for quite some time but apart from Sheffield 
University I can find no connection. I cannot 
imagine the Board of Barrington Motors would 

THE  BARRINGTON CAR John Green

How the crankcase 
is kept gas-tight
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sanction payment for such a personal appearance.
The car was mainly built of proprietary parts such as Sankey 
chassis, etc., the body being built by Holbrook of Birmingham. 
The second car was built in 1935; this one being a saloon 
registered BWA 586. The specification of this one was similar 
to the tourer.
After the saloon the Board of Barrington Motors pulled the 
plug on any further ventures deciding that a larger engine 
was needed but they could not afford it. Budd soldiered on 
alone with his dream of becoming a major manufacturer by 
trying to sell his engine designs to such as Ford and Austin. An 
associate has copies of letters that Budd sent to Henry Ford 
and Herbert Austin telling them that their small engines were 
a load of rubbish and they should buy his engines. This got to 
such a pitch that Herbert Austin threatened litigation if Budd 
did not cease deriding Austin engines. After this Budd carried 
on working as a Motor Mechanic from the lock ups at the rear 
of his house on Highnam Crescent in Moor Oaks. The odd ball 
to this story is that I found out where the remains of the two 
cars are while waiting at the Daracott holding control when 
I was competing in the 2004 Lands End Trial. It appears that 
after Budd’s passing in 1971, a party of Scott Motorcycle and 
VSCC enthusiasts were given the task of clearing Budd’s cellar 
before it was put in a skip and dumped. There were loads of 
memorabilia and collectibles and the full records of Barrington 
Motors and the remains of the two cars and the test engine.
It is these people who told me that the cars and engine are 
in the hands of a well-known motoring writer who lives in 
the wilds of Wales. He was my contact on Daracott holding 
control, and like me he was a competitor in the Land’s End 
Trial. He has no immediate plans but we did discuss with a 
well-known Austin 7 owner about putting the test engine back 
in an Austin 7 chassis. Whether or not this will happen only 
time will tell. I might find out the next time I am on Daracott 
holding control.

Editor’s Note: WJ 4270 comes up on the DLVA website, colour 
cream, obviously on the road, as its tax is due on 1/11/2010!

The Barrington two stroke engine in a chassis

from “The Beaulieu Encyclopaedia of the 
automobile”, Editor-in-chief nick georgano:

A	 keen	 and	 competitive	 rider	 of	 Scott	 2-stroke	
motorcycles	 in	 his	 early	 years,	 John	 Barrington	 Budd	
was	inspired	to	design	a	3-cylinder	2-stroke	car	engine,	
which	he	completed	in	1929.		Having	tested	this	form	
for	 more	 than	 two	 years	 in	 an	 old	 Austin	 Seven,	 he	
then	produced	a	prototype	car,	fitted	with	a	2/4-seater	
open	body	of	amateur	construction	utilising	aluminium	
panelling	over	a	light	ash	frame.	This	chassis	frame	was	
specially	produced	by	Rubery	Owen	and	many	fitments	
were	 of	 his	 own	 manufacture.	 This	 gave	 excellent	
service,	but	the	782	cc	engine	was	deemed	insufficient	
to	 carry	 full	 4-seater	 coachwork	 and	 the	 second	
prototype	was	of	over	900	cc.	This	was	to	be	known	as	
the	Nimble	Nine,	but	Holbrooks	Coachworks	refused	to	
supply	the	fashionable	2-door	saloon	body	ordered	by	
Budd	unless	payment	was	made	in	advance,	and	it	was	
run	only	in	chassis	form.		After	1936	no	further	activity	
was	undertaken	though	strenuous	efforts	were	made	to	
sell	the	design	to	Austin,	Citroen	and	others.		Budd	used	
the	first	car	successfully	up	 to	World	War	II,	covering	
over	100,000	miles.
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letters to the EditorM o m o
a i l

I would like to voice my opinion on the decision to dissolve 
the 8 MVS. As an overseas member I rely heavily on the 

news letter, the spares group and the 8 mvs for most, if 
not all of my connection to things Morris. I am not against 
change for the good but I am certainly against changing 
something that is working well. The mvs works very well, I 
can’t say as much for the forum. Each to his own, there are 
some who like the forum, leave the two working in parallel 
there is nothing to lose. 
Close down the 8 mvs and you will alienate quite a few 
members especially given the “it is happening, deal with 
it” attitude of some of the organizers. Our hobby is too 
much fun to be put under stress by these unnecessary 
“problems”.          Dave Croydon

8030/0

mVS mOVES
Dear Editor,

Editor’s Comment
The decision to close the MVS from April 1st has now been 
suspended, and a committee is to be formed to find a way of 
phasing in the Forum. Personally, I remain convinced that 
a Forum will be much better and that the furore over a few 
extra clicks of a mouse has grown out of all proportion.

Dear Editor,

Firstly thanks for yet another fine magazine, I’m glad to 
see Harry still contributing, I have enjoyed the Parson 

and the Fiddler so far and the article from Bev Hicks was 
also splendid. 
I noticed we are being urged to check the new website 
and when I did I saw something that I am sure dismay 
the clubs founders? On the home page there is an advert 
for a numberplate dealers, I know that the club needs 
sponsorship but surely this is a step too far for a club 
that seeks to create a register of cars and their history? 
Am I alone in this or has no-one else noticed? Surely the 
committee didn't seek sponsorship from a company that 
strips cars of their history? I am truly disappointed and 
disheartened and although everyone has the right to do 
what they see fit with their cars I think this sends out the 
wrong message for our respected club.            Toby Sears

9060/3

haVE ThEy gOT yOuR numBER? 

Editor’s Comment
Thanks, Toby. As I understand it, you are the first to 
comment on this, but your concerns are to be discussed a the 
forthcoming Executive Committeee meeting on April 24th.

I regret I will not be renewing my Club membership having 
been a member since the early 80s – I consider the club 

has lost its way, become bogged down in petty squabbles, 
and the benefit of receiving “The Monthly” is not worth 
reading. This has degenerated into an expensively printed 
worthless content and now’t to read. Putting the local 
regions into this has not worked – it is poor content.  
Informative articles have sort of returned with Harry 
Edwards’ comment.
The National at Thoresby is a total has-been now. I am 
sad – having got Morris vehicles and enjoy using them.  

However, it will now be outside any Morris Register benefit. 
For a 50 year anniversary, the impetus of the club grew, 
peaked and has now died.

Paul Beck
ex-member

ThankS, EVERyBODy, fOR yOuR EffORTS
Dear Editor,

Editor’s Comment
It’s heart warming letters like this one that make us all feel that 
our efforts are worthwhile. Personally speaking, I now know 
where I won’t be buying my vintage supplies!

On going through my late aunt’s papers, I have come 
across three photos of her Morris 8 Series E 1939. 

Registration No. CCR 732. There are also some papers 
when it was purchased in 1957.  Also there is mentioned 
FOC 272 1939 Series E.
Should any member know of these cars then they can have 

the relevant bits. Hope you find the owners.
Arthur Sainsbury

9603/3
Editor’s Comment
If anyone has any info for Arthur, we can pass it on. I imagine 
that Harry Edwards will have something to say!

IS ThIS caR OuT ThERE?
Dear Editor,

I thought this might be of interest to Morris Monthly readers: 
Winter 1983 in Switzerland was very cold one with lots of snow. 

The good Morris still looks the same but his companions look a bit 
older! We also take this opportunity to congratulate you on the 
layout of the Morris Monthly. Very professional! Please keep up the 
good work.

Heinz and Silvia Surber
Switzerland

1043/E

WInTER WOnDERlanD
Dear Editor,

Editor’s Comment
Thank you, Heinz and Silvia. We don’t often hear from our European 
members, so your letter was particularly welcome. This snowy scene 
is very reminiscent of our recent unusually cold British winter, but I 
suppose it’s like this every year for your poor old Swiss Morris.
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Editor’s Comment
Nice idea about the concessionary rates for older members - 
clear sign that you may be beginning to lose your faculties!

I was wondering if any other members have considered 
applying for a carer’s allowance. Maurice turned seventy 

five last month and although on the face of it he is looking 
good for his age, he is not getting any younger and I find I 
am spending ever more time attending to his needs.
His frequent problems include breathing difficulties, 
not helped by choking first thing in the morning and 
frequent coughing when on the move. He easily becomes 
overheated and strange noises emanate from his insides. 
He smokes heavily and I have noticed an oily discharge 
from around his nuts. He drinks rather more than I would 
like and often leaves little puddles on the floor for me to 
clear up. I think this may be to do with his troubles down 
below – his big end isn’t what it used to be.
I seem to spend much of my life washing him, stripping him, 
rubbing him down, and even touching him up whenever he 
needs it. I deal with all his paperwork including insurance 
and legal niceties and I take him for his annual examination 
– though I swear I know more about his condition and how 
to treat him than any of these so called latter day experts.
It has been suggested by others that my claim for benefit 
might be enhanced if I could show that he was of foreign 

origin. He is, however, English through and through, 
having begun life in Oxfordshire, later moving to Norfolk, 
and will end his days in England’s green and pleasant land.
It also occurs to me that Maurice might well qualify for a 
free TV licence and winter fuel allowance, despite the fact 
that he tends to use fuel only in the summer months. Of 
course, he would laugh at the suggestion of a free bus pass, 
but a blue badge would be very useful.
Maybe I am the only one to have thought of applying for 
state assistance in these circumstances but all members are 
welcome to join my association, B.O.G.O.A.K.E. – British 
Organisation and General Office for the Advancement of 
Keepers of Eights (Coincidentally, also the name of the 
band who will be playing at Thoresby). 

Nev Morley
8031/4

P.S. Because of age, can we get concessionary rates for 
membership fees.

makE allOWancES fOR ThE caRER 
Dear Editor,

In the spring of 2008 I started a complete rebuild of my 1933 
Morris Minor roadster. (Pictured in its present state left). Being 

a layman I would never have ventured this operation without the 
support of Harry Edwards’ Information Manual, an invaluable 
guide in which I put all my trust.
However, while dismantling the gearbox I discovered an error 
in the manual: on page 76 in the 4th edition of the Information 
Manual, Morris Minor, SV and OHV Models 1929-1934, in the 
drawing of the unsynchronized 4-speed gearbox, the index P68 
ascribed to the bearing gasket should read P88. 
The bearing gasket P88 is located on the lay shaft between ball 
bearing P87 and bearing plate P89. It may well be that this erratum 
also applies to the 2nd and 3rd edition of the Information Manual 
since the indexation of the bearing gasket in the illustration on 
page 99 of the first edition is indefinite, due to the poor quality of 
the printing.

Jeroen van der Hage
The Netherlands

1345/H

ERRaTum: mInOR manual
Dear Editor,

Editor’s Comment
Many thanks for this information. Please send us more pictures when the restoration is completed.

I hope you will be able to include this in Morris Monthly. It is a 
head lamp relay circuit I have designed for my Morris 8 S1, 

as I was having trouble with the dip switch getting hot on a 
long run,as I am using 36w bulbs in the original headlamps, In 
1936 the S1 only used 24w. This circuit with the relay will take 
the higher current through the relay and not the dip switch. I 
hope this will be of use to other members as it can be used on 
any 6v (or 12v with the correct voltage relay!!)

Dave Barden
2034/3  

yOu can REly On a RElay
Dear Editor,

Editor’s Comment
Thanks, Dave. I know folks are always looking for ways to 
improve their Eight’s lighting.
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from naTIOnal mEmBERShIP SEcRETaRy, John Nagle

M e m b e r s h i p
e a n d e r i n g s

What’s it worth? (See p6): Sold for £3950

TWO ANNIVERSARIES

Derek Redfern joined the Club on the 7th of February and asked me where 
his local meeting was.  It so happened that it was my local noggin on the 

11th, so I invited him to come along and meet the gang.  We had a pleasant 
evening and Derek and wife Joan enquired if anyone knew of an Eight four 
seater tourer for sale.  
On Saturday the 13th they were the owners of the car of their choice!!!
Moral of story, use the Club, get involved and your wishes will hopefully come 
true.

If yOU ARE LOOkINg TO bUy A MORRIS CAR, REAd ThIS!

This year is the 10th Anniversary of the Vintage Minor Register, and as it 
is our 50th this year they have asked us if we would like to attend their 

annual rally individually or en masse!
The main event is on Saturday 24th July at Prescott (the home of the Bu-
gatti Owners’ Club near Cheltenham) and if we wish an area can be set 
aside for the Club with our own tentage, parking or whatever.  There will 
be an opportunity to try our cars on the famous hill at £5 a time, and the 
cost of the day out is just £30.  There is a navigation rally on Sunday 25th. 
Full details are available on the VMR website www.vintageminor.co.uk. 
Would you please let me know if you are interested? I shall be going, and 
so will several MR Members who are also members of the VMR.

Shame on me, but until a few weeks ago I had 
never met Ken Robinson who lives only two miles 

away.   I visited his home, a house built in the early 
1900’s which he shares with his charming wife Val, an 
MG TC and a somewhat bizarre Morris Ten Four.  I 
discovered that although we had not met before we 
had both spent most of our working lives in the TV 
industry in our area, so we had that in common as 
well as woodworking (Ken has a large workshop at 
the end of the garden) not to mention a love of old 
cars.  However, his prize possession must be an air 
raid shelter!!  How many members can boast one of 
those?

Back to the Ten Four.  It has had a chequered life, starting out as a saloon and subsequently having the roof chopped off 
to act as a parade car at a stock car stadium.  Ken saved the car and put the body in a presentable state and fitted an ‘A 
series’ BMC engine as the original was beyond repair. It now makes a useable and quaint one-off and runs well.  You will 
find more reading on the subject of this car in the Summer Journal of 1981. (See the Members’ area of the website.)  Ken  
also has a collection of working vintage machinery.

PAST ANd PRESENT

SALES, SySTEMS ANd COMPUTERS

As you may be aware, the Club has been lacking a modern 
sales system for all items, including publications and 

spares. You will be pleased to know that we are about to start 
work on a new computer programme that will enable you to 
look up, in the Members’ area of the website, all the items in 
the Club shop and all spare parts, together with prices and 
availability.  Not only that, but you will be able to order them 
on line as well. “About time too,” I hear you say. Well at least 
we are making a start, but please be patient for a while as 
there is a lot of keyboard crunching to go through to set the 
system up.

I will make a start in April on the initial work (PROVIDED YOU HAVE RENEWED YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP BY THEN AND I AM FREED OF THAT WORK!) and will be working with 
Tom Taylor of spares, Gloria Harris of the Club Shop and Jim Riglar the Webmaster to get the 
system up and running.

Derek’s new car
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MEMbER       LOCATION PhONE e-MAIL                 CAR dETAILS
Jim & Carolyn 
Sapsted Fulking BN5 01273 857 455 1929 Minor OHC  4 Seater Tourer

Michael Cox Oldham OL2 mikeacox@btinternet.com 1932 Minor SV 2 Seater Tourer

John Bland &
Betty Cottam Bradford BD13 01274 817 952 1938 Eight Series 2 Saloon

Christopher &
Judith Peters

County Cork,
Republic of Ireland

00353 23 
8848166 candjpeters@eircom.net 1935 Eight Pre Series  Saloon

Alwyn & Irene 
Jenkins

Ryton-on-Dunsmore 
CV8 02476 302 830 alwynjenkins1@btinternet.com 1938 Eight Series 2 2 Door Saloon

Paul & Linda 
Brighten Henstridge BA8 01963 362 602 pbrighten@gmail.com 1936 Ten Series 2 Saloon

Bert & Lorna
Bowden Chalfont St Giles HP8 01494 872 39 albert.bowden1@ntlworld.com

1936
1936
1947

Eight Series 1
Eight Series 1
Eight Series E

Tourer
4 Door Saloon
e Door Saloon

new and returning members W a r m
e l c o m e

Peter writes; “My Minor has been in storage since 1970, and I 
started a complete restoration in August 2006, when I rejoined 

the register after a lapse of  about 40 years.
Between 1962, when I bought the car for £30, and 1970 the only 
work done was that necessary to keep it on the road as it was in daily 
use.It has been necessary to replace the ash frame, and completely 
rebuild the rear wheel arches, but I will start with replacement 

of windscreen surround metalwork, as the extensive rust along the bottom of the 
windscreen presented quite a problem. 

The worst rust was at the bottom corners and 
as it was too far gone to be patched I decided 
to replace the whole bottom piece. (Since 
removing old metal will make the windscreen 
surround flimsy, it is advisable to have a sound 
ash frame to keep everything in position) 
The most difficult challenge was to reproduce 
the curve pressed into the metal along the 
bottom of the windscreen surround without 
sophisticated tools. To do this I made a press 
from a block of tough wood with a groove 
matching the curve cut in it (socket), a short 
piece of round steel bar (die), and a long steel 
bar (lever). The picture shows the press in use.
A piece of sheet metal was cut over size, but 
with the lower edge cut to match the back of 
the bonnet. The curve was formed by pressing 
the sheet metal into the socket, using the die 
and the lever. Each operation making a short 

(30mm) depression progressing gradually along the whole length, finally minimizing 
the small ridges with a planishing hammer.
After fabricating the new piece and checking it would fit, the old metal was cut out, the 
replacement trimmed to size and tack welded in place.  Finally, the whole seam across 
the bottom edge was continuously welded.
The vertical sides of the windscreen surround were reasonable, but the top lip was 
quite corroded, so this was replaced by a piece of pressed steel angle from B & Q.
One of my main headaches has been keeping the new piece of metal straight, as 
pressing the curve stretches the metal unevenly and bends it along its length. Also, it 
is easy to cause distortion when welding long pieces of metal into place. Sometimes 
I found it necessary to straighten unwanted curves using a combination of strong G 
cramps, pieces of wood and brute force, however, the result is ok and the windscreen 
fits perfectly into the surround.”
We will catch up with Peter’s progress later in the year.  Any more volunteers for restoration 
stories?                    John

PETER yATES’ RESTORATION Of A 1933 MORRIS MINOR SALOON, LV 975

gOLdEN OLdIES
Two elderly members, Jim and 
Fred, were sitting in Fred’s Ten 
Four having just left the pub 
when Fred 
turned to Jim  
and said: “Jim, 
I'm 83 years old 
now and I'm 
just full of aches 
and pains. I 
know you're 
about my age. How do you 
feel?”
Jim says, “I feel just like a new-
born baby.” 
Fred replied, “Really!? Like a 
newborn baby!?” 
“Yes”, replied Jim. “No hair, no 
teeth, and I think I just wet my 
pants!”

Don’t forget that an extended version of Membership Meanderings is published on the Membership page of the Website
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dATE REgION EVENT CONTACT

2/3/4 Apr W Virginia Ash, Henstridge (just turn up!) T. Williams 07845 137 796

3/5 Apr M The Armouries Easter Vintage Gathering, Stratford-upon-Avon 01527 575 003 

4/5 Apr M Midland Festival of Transport, Weston Park, Salop

7 Apr CH Wrinklies Lunch (first of season)

17 Apr SE S.E. Region AGM, The Three Horseshoes, Knockholt TN14

18 Apr W Mayor of Havant's Classic Vehicle Run 02392 446 152

24/25 April EA Colne Valley Railway Vintage Rally, Castle Heddingham, Essex 01245 284 202

25 Apr DRIVE-IT-DAY (see regions for details)

12 May W 31st Bristol Classic Car Show, The Royal Bath & West Showground

1/3 May W Abbey Hill Rally - A37 (just south of Yeovil)

1/3 May M Stratford-upon-Avon Country Show, Stratford-upon-Avon 01527 575 003 

3 May Wal  Singleton Park, Swansea

9 May SE SUSSEx RUN P.O. Box 1608, BN2 6LS

9 May M The Marches Transport Festival, Ludlow www.marchestransportfestival.co.uk

9 May Wal Pencoed Classic Show

9 May CH Len Plumbe Run, Oxford

9 May W Rotary Club of Southampton Magna 16th New Forest Run 0238 076 8868

15 May EA East Anglia AGM, Ship Inn, Maldon Road, Tiptree

15/16 May Beaulieu Spring Autojumble www.beaulieu.co.uk

22 May W West Region AGM, Travellers Rest, Stone, nr East Pennard

29/31 May EA Enfield Pageant of Motoring

29/31 May M Tortworth Vintage Rally, Wickwar, nr. Bristol 01527 575 003 

6 Jun W Bude Motor Classic Alan Hawkins 01288 354 616

12/13 Jun NW/EMY CRICH RALLY: 5oth Anniversary Event 0161 427 7311

13 Jun CH OxFORD BUS MUSEUM: 5oth Anniversary Event 01753 883 547

13 Jun Wal Birthday Party, Club Stand at Tredegar Park Rally, Newport 01446 793 038

19 Jun Wal Under Milk Wood Classic Run, Mumbles to Laugharne

10 Jun Wal National Transport Festival for Wales, Swansea www.ntfwswansea.co.uk

4 Jul Wal Anniversary Treasure Hunt and Tour, Vale of Glamorgan 01446 793 038

10/11 Jul ARDINGLY VINTAGE AND CLASSIC VEHICLE SHOW www.ardinglyvcvshow.org.uk

11 Jul W Castle Cary Cavalcade of Motoring, Somerset 01963 350 182

17 Jul Wal Anniversary Picnic at Oxwich Bay and Park Mill, Gower 01446 793 038

17/18 Jul NW Cholmondeley Pageant of Power, nr. Whitchurch, Cheshire www.cpop.co.uk

24/25 Jul M Tortworth Vintage Transport Show, Wickwar, nr. Bristol 01527 575 003 

7/8 Aug NATIONAL RALLY, Thoresby, Notts

13/15 Aug M Stratford-upon-Avon Country Steam Show, Stratford-upon-Avon 01527 575 003 

11 Sep M Peopleton Show, Peopleton, nr. Pershore 01905 840 155

17/19 Sep M Hanbury Steam Rally, Stoke Prior, nr. Bromsgrove 01527 575 003 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Events in Bold are major Morris Register events, in particular 50th Anniversary events and the 
National Rally. Other events are from info supplied by regional editors. The region column shows either the originators 
of the information, or the region in which the event takes place (usually the same).
At present, some regions are under-represented due to lack of information. If you wish to include an event in your area 
which may be of interest to other MR members, then please send details to me or to your regional editor.
Some of these events are also listed in the regional sections of Morris Monthly, but after the initial publicity for an event in 
these sections, the Editor cannot guarantee that they will appear other than in the Diary Dates section, due to pressure  
  for space in the magazine.

D i a r y
a t e s
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WEST

NOGGIN VENUE CONTACT DATE

Hampshire
(Solent):

Queens Head, Fishers Pond, Portsmouth Road, Eastleigh, 
SO50 7HF

Chris Neal:
01794 340 996 1st Mon

Somerset: The Travellers Rest, Stone, nr East Pennard, BA4 6RY Colin Baker: 
01749 344 115 2nd Tue 

Wiltshire
(North East): White Hart, High Street, Burbage, SN8 3AA 4th Tue 

Chaiman: Colin Baker 01749 344 115 colin.baker@mypostoffice.co.uk

 1 Beacon View, Ridgeway, Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 5SZ

Secretary/ Jim Riglar 01225 754 981 jimriglar@hotmail.com 

Editor: 70 Alderton Way, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 0UH

Treasurer: Michael Taylor 01452 616 215

23 Lilliesfield Avenue, Barnwood, Gloucester GA3 3AQ

Memb. Sec.: Anne Riglar 01225 754 981 jimriglar@hotmail.com 

70 Alderton Way, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 0UH

Events Sec.: Simon Colledge 01460 75815 simoncolledge@hotmail.co.uk

13 Middle Path, Crewkerne, Somerset TA18 8BG  

Committee: Peter Harrison 01823 669 525 Paul James 01793 770 032

from cO-ORganISER,
Malcom Dixon

In looking for something special to mark our 50th 
anniversary and an added attraction for members, we’ve 

arranged for an aerial aerobatics display over Thoresby 
Park on Sunday 8 August at 2.00pm. Look out for details 
in future issues.
Perlethorpe Village Hall has been booked for Friday evening 
and Neville Morley of BogOake 
has suggested that other 
musicians among our members 
bring their instruments along 
for an informal get together 
and any singers who’d like to 
exercise their vocal chords 
would be welcome. If you’re 
interested, please let me know 
and I’ll forward your name to 
Neville. The village hall is an 
ideal venue.
BogOake will entertain us in 
the Riding School on Saturday 
evening with their varied 
repertoire of Irish songs, 
popular folk and pop songs of yesteryear with the odd 
humorous ditty or two.
One of our Belgian members, Dieter de Roo, contacted me 
recently asking for help coming to the National Rally. Dieter 
owns a 1935 2 seater roadster and he intends trailering it 
to Dover. Can any of our South members offer him space 
to park his modern car and trailer as he would like to drive 
to Thoresby Park in his Morris? Please let me know and I’ll 
pass on contact details. 

If you need to book accommodation locally, the Newark 
and Sherwood Tourist Board have published a booklet “To 
Stay”. Visit the website www.visitnewarkandsherwood.
co.uk or e-mail tourism@nsdc.info and ask for a copy. You 
can also contact Newark Tourist Information Centre on 
01636 655 765 or e-mail newarktic@nsdc.info or Ollerton 

Tourist Information Centre  on 
01623 824 545. Those of you 
with caravans, mobile homes 
and tents are free to enjoy 
the 20 acres we occupy at 
Thoresby Park.
There’s been no response so far 
from members regarding the 
new class mentioned in the last 
issue - Cars under Restoration – 
how about it? Any takers?
If you’ve been unable to attend 
any of the Morris Register 
50th Anniversary events prior 
to the National Rally and 
consequently miss out on 

obtaining a 50th anniversary badge, you can claim one at 
Thoresby Park providing you arrive in an old Morris car.
By the time you read this, I’ll have spent a week golfing 
in Spain getting the sun to the backs of my knees while 
our family Morris 8s are still huddled under their covers in 
hibernation until the warmer weather returns to the frozen 
North. It’ll be a treat bringing them back to life and hear 
those engines tick over.

R e g i o n a l
e c o r d

T h o r e s b y
h o u g h t s
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The Parson fiddles with the fuel pump . . .

Proceeding on our way from Le Puy, we stopped for 
lunch at Chaise Dieu and were strongly of the opinion 

that one of the dishes tasted suspiciously like frog. We 
stopped at Ambert to change money, but were told to go 
and see M. Grand the bank manager at his house as all 
the banks were closed for the Ascension. We discovered 
M. Grand but he evidently had no confidence in us and 
declined to change our money. Unperturbed by the 
problems of the money market, we continued on our way, 
and after some miles, found ourselves running along the 
delectable valley of the Dore on the way to Thiers. It was 
a hot day, and we stopped the car and sat for some time 
in the long grass by the roadside enjoying the tranquillity 
of the countryside. We walked a short way to where the 
river Dore ran sweetly under shady trees among pools 
and gravely shallows. I made a note that it was good fly-
fishing water, and recorded a list of wild flowers that we 
saw blooming in such profusion along the banks, 
campions, cowslips, milkwort, meadow-sweet, 
larkspur and forget-me-not. It was a delightful 
part of France. From there we made good speed 
through Thiers, Vichy, and on to Moulin, where 
we found rooms for the night at the Hotel Poulet, 
noted in my diary as “a very comfortable place.” 
After breakfast the next day, we walked in the town 
and visited the Cathedral were Mass was being 
said, and called at the bank to change our money. 
Our departure from the hotel had to be delayed 
some hours because a party of Englishmen had 
left their car locked in the garage drive, and had gone off 
for the day successfully barring our exit to the road. After 
waiting in vain for their return, we appealed to the hotel 
establishment, and three or four members of the staff 
lifted the locked car bodily into the road, enabling us to 
move our car and continue on our way. The incident did 
nothing to enhance our opinion of the behaviour of some 
Englishmen abroad.
Our available funds were now beginning to run short, 
and we tended to dispense with lunch and rely on bars of 
chocolate. It began to rain, and we saw little of the towns 
we passed through, Nevers, Montargis, Nemours, and 
made no stop until we found ourselves running through 
the Forest of Fontainbleau. The forest was cool, dark 
and extensive, and we left the car and walked for a while 
among the trees. I made a note 
that we talked about the novels of 
Dumas, and of D’Artagnan and the 
Three Musketeers.
We had made good time, for we 
found ourselves driving into Paris 
about 4 o’clock, and had time left to 
have a meal, visit the offices of the 
AA, ride on the back platform of a 
bus, and visit the Arc de Triomphe, 
the Eiffel Tower, and the Champs 
Elysees. We had, however, decided 
not to stay in Paris, but at Versailles, 
and made our way there. But the 
day was not yet over. Leaving the 
car at the Hotel Vatel, we walked 
that evening, in the growing 

dusk, in the cool wet gardens of the Palace of Versailles. The 
Park must have been about to close, for it was completely 
deserted, haunted and melancholy with the aftermath of 
rain. It is not surprising that I recorded that we both felt 
strongly the “powerful atmosphere of the place”.
The next day we were out early, walking in the great park 
in the clear morning sunshine. Everything around us was 
on a grand and magnificent scale, very beautiful with its 
great trees, lawns, statues and splendid vistas. Had time 
permitted we would have spent the whole day there. As 
it was, we both wanted to see something more of Paris, 
and after an early lunch, we set off by bus. We visited 
Notre Dame and strolled down the Rue de Rivoli and 
looked in shop windows; a frustrating exercise as we had 
now become very short of money. It was essential that we 
kept a reserve to enable us to have enough petrol to reach 
the coast at Calais. We had no fixed date for returning to 

England; it was just a question of how long we 
could exist without money.
It would have been pleasant to have spent another 
day at Versailles, and to have walked in the gardens 
of the Petit Trianon, created by Louis XV as a more 
intimate and natural environment than the formal 
grandeur of the great Park. We were both eager to 
go there as we had often discussed the strange story 
of the two English ladies, Miss Moberly and her 
companion Miss Jourdain, and their experience 
while walking one day in the gardens of the Petit 
Trianon, and in the vicinity of Le Hameau, the little 

house given by Louis XVI to Marie Antoinette. The two 
ladies claimed that, while walking near the Hameau and 
the Belvedere, they were transported in time to the period 
of Marie Antoinette, and to have witnessed numbers of 
people going about their ordinary work in the gardens 
wearing the costume of the period. They also noted 
details and features of the buildings and the gardens that 
are no longer there, and of which nothing was known, 
but which were subsequently found to be authentic. The 
ladies recorded their experiences in a book entitled “An 
Adventure”. Miss Moberly was the sister of Bishop Moberly 
of Stepney whom I knew in my days as an Ordinand. He 
once spoke to us about his sister’s experience at Versailles, 
and said that he did not doubt that she was sincere about 
what she saw. “She was always inclined to see things,” he 

said.
Shephard shared my disappointment 
at not being able to visit the Petit 
Trianon, for he had always had 
a penchant for the occult, but 
our position was now acute, for 
it seemed unlikely that we should 
have enough money left to pay for 
a night’s lodgings at Calais. We set 
off therefore from the Palace of the 
Sun King on the final lap of our 
journey late in the afternoon, and 
after making good speed through 
the pleasant, rather English-looking 
countryside of northern France, 
arrived in Calais at dusk.

“It was just 
a question 

of how long 
we could 

exist with-
out money

”

The journey is almost complete as they arrive in calais, via Paris

 to be continued

ThE PaRSOn and ThE fIDDlER (Part 15)
The Story of a Journey

By J. E. JamES
Written in 1985 and dedicated to c. W. Shephard
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O v e r s e a s
f f e r i n g

This Series Z Utility vehicle is a 
pretty rare sight in the UK. Though 
Harry Edwards’ “The Morris Motor 
Car” does make a brief reference 
to “utes” it seems to be referring to 
the Pre-war Eights. I expect Harry 
will want ot come back to us on 
this!
Originally from New Zealand, 
this example is now available for 
viewing in Gloucestershire. With 
an asking price of £9900, it can 
also be seen on the internet at 
www.classiccarsforsale.com, to 
whom acknowledgement is made 
for the pictures.
Just to prove that it isn’t a one off, 
I managed to find an Australian 
version on another website, as the 
picture below illustrates.

BEAUT
UTE!
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for Mike Porter, DaIly EIghT DRIVER, 
It’s time for a mechanic’s holiday

M o r r i s
e c h a n i c a l s

Having read with interest Jeff Brown’s account of his “Buns” van in the November 2009 Monthly, I thought a visit to 
see the vehicle may not be a bad idea. As Jeff and his van live in California this may seem an odd idea! However, 

he is just an hour’s drive up Highway 10 from the Los Angeles coast where our daughter lives. So with a few emails 
exchanged and a couple of phone calls, a visit was set up for the 25th February 2010. Jeff kindly extended an invitation 
to us to visit him at his place of work, where the van was booked for a photo shoot that day. We had a marvellous time 
and please forgive me for digressing into details of the visit rather than the van, the reason being that when one joins the 
Morris Register the thought of 35 years later ending up where we were on the 25th seems unbelievable.
Jeff works for Cal Poly Pomona, a University of massive proportions, such that the Campus has 50 mph speed limits - 
quite useful when Jeff let Ann and I take the van out 
after an amazing meal in the restaurant of the Collins 
College where Jeff is Professor, training students in 
the art of cooking. We had the special of the day, 
which had a theme of the Film “An American in 
Paris”, thoroughly researched and presented in a 
professional manner by the students.
The site is amazing, donated by Mr. Kellogg of cereal 
fame, it had been his ranch for winter residence (he 
was from Michigan) and he also used the ranch to 
breed Arabian horses which were his passion and 
the University have to do so ad-infinitum or the 
whole site reverts to the ownership of Kellogg family.
The day was a good 20oC, with a bit of haze 
obscuring the mountainous background, so we 
had a pleasant ride around in the Eight, finding 
it had a good performance on the numerous hills 
we encountered. If you read Jeff ’s article you will 
note he took trouble to enhance the engine spec 
when rebuilding, including fitting domed head Ford 
pistons, balanced flywheel and crank, re-profiled 
cam and a skim off the head. This is all on a series 
E block, the result is as good a performance as 
I have encountered whilst driving an Eight. The 
severity of the hills could deceive one into thinking 
believing it was average, however I think it hung 
on to second where one would expect to be in 
first on many occasions. The van is quite unique 
with a documented history, built on a car chassis.
The odd thing that drew my attention was the re-
styled dashboard and steering wheel support, a lot 
of work had gone into fabricating a steel dash and 
alternative steering wheel support, the reason for 
doing so is a mystery.
Jeff rebuilt the van when it came into his ownership.
He tells me that California has engineering resources 
for any service required to rebuild classic cars. As a 
member of the Register in isolation he made a very 
good job of producing a restored eight retaining all 
the original features one would expect to see.
As I mentioned earlier the van was on Campus for 
a photo shoot for the bi-annual magazine for Collins 
College. Jeff was being featured as he had just won 
a national award “Chef Educator Of The Year”. We 
felt honoured to share the day with him and thanked 
him for inviting us to be his guests in the idylic setting 
of his workplace, where he not only gave us lunch 
but  provided a guide tour of the college which is 
clearly his passion as well as employment.
Thanks Jeff for an excellent and memorable day.
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members: a single private small 
ad, with/without a photo, is free.
non-members: contact the Editor M or r i s

a r t

Parts for Sale
Set of 4 Cylinder Liners for a Morris Minor 
and Eight, 1929 to 1948. I/dia. 55mm,  
O/dia. 60mm, Lg.140mm.  Price £100 
plus postage.  
Harry Edwards 01277 840 697
(Chelmsford)

Parts for Sale
Eight 1935/8 woody shooting brake body 

Cab, windscreen, bonnet set of wings, 
new ash frame, unfinished project. 
£1500.
Graham Naylor 01706 845 331
(Rochdale)

Car Wanted
Eight Pre-series,1 or 2, two door or four.
In running order with some spares. 
I can’t manage a restoration or major 
works but could do some tidying up.
If an 8 is not available in my area then 
an alternative model could possibly be 
concidered. 
Brian Vincent 07792 723 904
vincent7hb@btinternet.com 
(Kent)

Parts Wanted
For 1930 Minor.
Rear differential housing cover, 
preferably one with the oil filler, and a 
serviceable  differential unit. A Morris 8 
one will fit. Any ratio considered.
Roger Lucke  01223 834 463
theluckes@greenbee.net
(Cambridge)
Parts for Sale
For Eight Series 2.
Five 2.5in x 17in Easiclean Wheels (vgc) 
and chrome hub caps (chrome vgc). 
£70 for the lot. Will split - Wheels £30, 
Hubcaps £40. Also M8 S2 Operating 
Manual - good condition £8.
Bob Browning  01761 418 174
bobelaine1@hotmail.co.uk
(Midsomer Norton)

Car for Sale
1934 Morris 10/4.
Good general condition.  2 new tyres.  
MoT Aug 2010. Good starter and runner. 
Not original reg. no. £4500 ono.
Frank Andrew 01332 676 397 
(Derby) 
Car Wanted
Eight Series I, 2 or 4 door Saloon.  
Original preferred and in very good 
condition – sunroof.  Member for over 
30 years, would like car for retirement.  
Shaun Blades 01765 689 251
(Masham, N. Yorkshire)

Parts Wanted
Sump for MPJM engine. Any condition.
John Hopkins 07806 654 001
(Leicester)

Car for Sale
1934 Morris 10/6 Special Tourer.

Has had an engine rebuild. New: hood, 
side screens and toneau. In very good con-
dition. MOT’d to July 2010. Offers in the 
region of £11,250. 
Peter Ward 01303 251 286
morristensixspecial@hotmail.com
(Folkestone)

Car Wanted
1935/1939 Eight Series 1 or 2
In roadworthy, running condition with 
MoT. Could offer in P/E my Royal Enfield 
Classic bullet motorcycle with only 
4200 km, having never been in the rain 
together with up to £2500. I can’t cope 
with a restoration but some cosmetic 
work ok, thank you. I sometimes forget to 
listen to messages so keep trying!
Steve Bell 01423 509 302
steve_helen@btinternet.com
(Harrogate) 

Car for Sale
1947 Eight Series E 4 door.

MoT May 20th taxed, re-chromed. Blue 
and black. Older restoration. Original 
transferable registration. £3450 ono.
Graham Naylor 01706 845 331
(Rochdale)

Parts Wanted
For Minor.
Four 18 inch wheels.
Graham Naylor 01706 845 331
(Rochdale)

Parts Wanted
For Eight Series E.
Gear knob with change positions visible 
on top. 
Terry Fawlk 0124 2674 553
eltelfawlk@talktalk.net
(Cheltenham)

Parts for Sale
Sidelights for unidentied car.

Much larger than those on my Morris 12, 
Series 3. Regrettably no glass. Shape of 
the rim may suggest war-time blackout 
rims. £25 the pair.
Dudley Hedge 1223 882 057
dudleyhedge@tiscali.co.uk or
(Cambridge)

I A N  H A R R I S  f o r  M O R R I S  S PA R E S    1 9 3 0  t o  1 9 4 8
I WILL BE AT BOTH ARDINGLY AND THORESBY PARK with these and more!

Gaskets, Head Studs, Pistons, Valves, Springs, Guides, Timing Chains, Pulleys, Bearings, Engine Mountings, 
Clutches, Flexible Couplings, Radiator Mounts, Fan Belts.

King Pins, T.R. Ends, Shackles, Pins, ‘U’ bolts, Seals, Felts, Ball/Roller Bearings.

Brake Master Cylinders, Wheel Cylinders, Rubber Seals, Flexible Pipes, Linings.

Plugs, Points, Reconditioned Electrical Cut-outs, Regulators, Lighting/ignition switches, Horns, Trafficators, Wiper 
Motors, SU Pumps – everything with a full guarantee.

From Minor to Isis, try IAN HARRIS on 01462 456 330 or ian@harris84.fsnet.co.uk
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of interest to the Editor

3,4: Our regular Japanese correspondent, Takuji Yabe, sent these very evocative Japanese 
street scenes of his Eight.

5,6 Gerry Wimsey, who we met up with at the NEC in November, sent these pictures of his 
rather tidy looking Eight (FZ 526). He’d be interested in any information as to its history.

1,2: Jim Prentice, of Manitoba, Canada, sent these pictures of his Series 2 Eight, currently 
undergoing restoration. We think it’s a 2-seater.

1 2

3 4
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